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Mike Balmoris, (202) 418-0253

FCC GRANTS FOUR STATES AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT MEASURES TO 

EASE TELEPHONE NUMBER DEPLETION

Washington, D.C. -- The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) today adopted four orders to help ease the cost and inconvenience associated with area code changes.  By granting four states interim authority to engage in various telephone number conservation procedures, the FCC is empowering the State Commissions to take steps to make telephone numbering resource optimization and area code conservation more efficient.

Congress granted the FCC jurisdiction over numbering administration in the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act).  Under the Act, the FCC may delegate to state commissions all or any portion of its jurisdiction over numbering.  


Because efforts are underway to develop nationwide solutions to address the problem of telephone number depletion, the FCC grants only interim authority at this time to the State Commissions to institute many of the measures requested in their Petitions.  These limited grants of additional authority are subject to the caveat that they will be superseded by forthcoming decisions in the Numbering Resource Optimization proceeding, which will establish national guidelines, standards, and procedures for numbering resource optimization. 

Summary of Action:


California Commission. The FCC grants the California Commission authority to institute thousands-block pooling trials; establish usage thresholds, including requiring carriers to submit number utilization data; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and portions of those codes; require sequential number assignments; and hear and address claims of carriers requesting numbering resources outside of rationing procedures.  The FCC denies the California Commission’s request for authority to implement individual telephone number pooling.  The FCC affirms its earlier grant of additional authority to the California Commission to adopt numbering rationing plans prior to declaring area code relief decisions.


Florida Commission.
The FCC grants the Florida Commission authority to institute thousands-block pooling trials; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and portions of those codes; maintain rationing procedures for six months following area code relief; set numbering allocation standards; and require the submission of utilization data from all carriers; and implement NXX code sharing.  The FCC reiterates in the Order that consolidating rate centers/areas already is within the authority of the Florida Commission.  Therefore, while no action by the FCC appears to be necessary with respect to this aspect of the Florida Commission’s request, the FCC grants the Florida Commission’s request for any additional authority it may need to consolidate rate centers.  

The FCC denies the Florida Commission’s requests for authority to implement unassigned number porting; to order carriers to expand deployment of LNP; and to direct the NANPA to conduct quarterly COCUS.  The Florida Commission may, however, undertake such surveys itself.  The FCC declines to reach the Florida Commission’s requests to revise NXX code rationing procedures and to institute rationing prior to arriving at an area code relief plan at this time.


Massachusetts Commission.  
The FCC grants the Massachusetts Commission authority to institute thousands-block pooling trials; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and portions of those codes; maintain rationing procedures for six months following area code relief; set numbering allocation standards; and hear and address claims of carriers seeking numbering resources outside of the rationing process. The FCC determines that authorizing carriers to use inconsistent rate centers and extended local calling areas already is within the authority of the Massachusetts Commission, and therefore no action on the FCC’s part is necessary with respect to this aspect of the Massachusetts Commission 's request.  The FCC denies the Massachusetts Commission's request for authority to implement unassigned number porting.  The FCC declines to reach the Massachusetts Commission's request to revise NXX code rationing procedures at this time.


New York Commission. The FCC grants the New York Commission authority to institute thousands-block pooling trials; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and portions of those codes; establish numbering allocation standards, including enforcement of those standards; and audit carriers’ use of numbering resources.  The FCC denies the New York Commission’s request for authority to implement unassigned number porting and individual telephone number pooling.  At this time, the FCC declines to reach the New York Commission’s request to adopt numbering rationing plans prior to reaching area code relief decisions.

Action by the Commission September 15, 1999 by Orders (FCC 99-246, FCC 99-247, FCC 99-248, FCC 99-249).  Chairman Kennard, Commissioners Ness, Furchtgott-Roth, Powell, and Tristani.
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Common Carrier contacts:  Jared Carlson or Tejal Mehta at (202) 418-2320; TTY (202) 418-0484.  Wireless Telecommunications Bureau contact: John Spencer at 418-1310.
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