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COMMON CARRIER ACTION

COMMON CARRIER BUREAU GRANTS FIVE STATES AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT MEASURES TO CONSERVE TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Washington, D.C. – The Common Carrier Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) today released five orders granting the Connecticut Department of Public Utility Control (Connecticut Department), New Hampshire Public Utilities Commission (New Hampshire Commission), Ohio Public Utilities Commission (Ohio Commission), the Public Utility Commission of Texas (Texas Commission), and the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin (Wisconsin Commission) interim authority to engage in various telephone number conservation procedures to help ease the cost and inconvenience associated with area code changes.  These orders follow other similar grants of authority that the FCC gave to the public utility commissions of California, Florida, Maine, Massachusetts, and New York in September 1999.  

Congress granted the FCC jurisdiction over numbering administration in the Communications Act of 1934, as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (Act).  Under the Act, the FCC may delegate to state commissions all or any portion of its jurisdiction over numbering administration.

Because efforts are underway to develop nationwide solutions to address the problem of telephone number depletion, the Common Carrier Bureau grants only interim authority at this time to the state commissions to institute many of the measures requested in their petitions.  These limited grants of additional authority are subject to the caveat that they will be superseded by forthcoming decisions in the Numbering Resource Optimization proceeding, which will establish national guidelines, standards, and procedures for numbering resource optimization. 


FCC Chairman William Kennard has instructed the Common Carrier Bureau to address national numbering resource optimization issues in an expeditious manner to eliminate the need for state-by-state delegation of authority.

--  more --

Summary of Action:

Connecticut Department - The Common Carrier Bureau grants the Connecticut Department authority to institute thousands-block pooling trials; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes; and audit number assignment and utilization requirements

New Hampshire Commission - The Common Carrier Bureau grants the New Hampshire Commission authority to reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes; set numbering allocation standards, including the establishment of a requirement for carriers to demonstrate facilities readiness and the setting of fill rates; enforce and audit carrier compliance with number utilization reporting requirements; require the submission of utilization and forecast information; and institute a thousands-block pooling trial. 



Ohio Commission  - The Common Carrier Bureau grants the Ohio Commission authority to set NXX code allocation standards; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and thousand-number blocks within those codes; investigate and order the return of reserved and protected NXX codes; require sequential number assignment; and institute thousands-block pooling trials.  

Texas Commission - The Common Carrier Bureau grants the Texas Commission authority to institute thousands-block pooling trials; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and thousand-number blocks within those codes; require the submission of utilization and forecast information to the Texas Commission; and require sequential number assignment.
Wisconsin Commission - The Common Carrier Bureau grants the Wisconsin Commission authority to set NXX code allocation standards; reclaim unused and reserved NXX codes, and thousand-number blocks within those codes; investigate and order the return of reserved and protected NXX codes; require sequential number assignment; require the submission of utilization and forecast information; audit carriers’ use of numbering resources; maintain rationing procedures for six months following area code relief; and institute thousands-block pooling trials.  
Action by the Common Carrier Bureau November 30, 1999 by Orders (DA 99-2633, DA 99-2634, DA 99-2635, DA 99-2636, DA 99-2637).  Yog R. Varma, Deputy Chief, Common Carrier Bureau.
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