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Released: April 13, 1999
U S West Petitions to Establish Part 69 Rate Elements Offer Switched Access Transport In Conjunction with Managed Bandwidth SONET Service

Pleading Cycle Established
CCB/CPD NO. 99-14
COMMENTS:  May 13, 1999
REPLY COMMENTS:  May 28, 1999

On April 7, 1999, U S West Communications, Inc. (U S West)) filed an Expedited Petition to Establish Part 69 Rate Elements to Offer Switched Access Transport in Conjunction with Managed Bandwidth SONET Service (MBSS).  U S West requests authority to establish eight new rate elements to enable it to offer its customers the transport of switched access service using MBSS Synchronous Optical Network (SONET) - based services.


In its Petition, U S West states that MBSS is a high-capacity SONET - based ring platform service which provides end-to-end SONET provisioning, offers a level of network management, enhanced service guarantee, and allows shared use.  U S West states that the proposed rate elements will be used in lieu of the existing Switched Access Direct Trunk Transport and Entrance Facility rate elements (DS1 and DS3) for billing switched access transported over MBSS SONET facilities.  U S West states that all other applicable switched access rate elements will continue to apply to switched access traffic carried over MBSS SONET - based facilities.  U S West provides MBSS pursuant to its Special Access Tariff.  U S West states that it will tariff the proposed rate elements that are not currently offered in its Special Access Tariff in the near future.


U S West asserts that grant of its Petition would serve the public interest by enabling it to respond to customer requests for switched access MBSS and give customers expanded choices.  In addition, U S West states that grant of its waiver will allow U S West to implement rates that reflect more accurately the cost characteristics associated with carrying switched access traffic over a customer’s SONET-based platform, implement a more economical rate structure, and maintain pricing parity between switched and special access transport services.  U S West also asserts that its Petition is consistent with public interest petitions that we have previously granted to carrier to provide SONET-based services. U S West assets that denial of its Petition could result inefficient deployment of additional capital and under-utilization of established network resources.


This matter shall be treated as a "permit-but-disclose" proceeding in accordance with the Commission's ex parte rules.  See 47 C.F.R. §§ 1.1200, 1.1206.  Persons making oral ex parte presentations are reminded that memoranda summarizing the presentations must contain summaries of the substance of the presentations and not merely a listing of the subjects discussed.  More that a one or two sentence description of the views and arguments presented is generally required.  See 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b).  Other rules pertaining to oral and written ex parte presentations in permit-but-disclose proceedings are set forth in section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b).


Interested parties may file comments no later than May 13, 1999.  Reply comments may be filed no later than May 28, 1999.  When filing comments, please reference the internal file number:  CCB/CPD 99-14.


An original and four copies of all comments and reply comments must be filed with the Commission's Secretary, Magalie Roman Salas, Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 445 - 12th Street, S.W., TW-A325, Washington, D.C. 20554.  In addition, one copy of each pleading must be filed with International Transcription Services (ITS), the Commission's duplicating contractor, at its office at 1231 - 20th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036, and one copy with the Chief, Competitive Pricing Division, 445 – 12th Street, S.W., T.W – A225, Washington, D.C. 20554.


For further information, contact Renee Terry, Competitive Pricing Division, Common Carrier Bureau, (202) 418-1520.
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