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Released: October 14, 1999

Common Carrier Bureau and Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

Announce Comment Dates for Two Rulemaking Proceedings

Concerning Tribal Areas, and New FCC Website for Indian Issues

CC Docket No. 96-45, WT Docket No. 99-266


In this Public Notice, the Common Carrier Bureau and the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau announce the comment dates for two notices of proposed rulemaking concerning telecommunications service in tribal areas, as well as the creation of a new FCC website dealing specifically with telecommunications issues affecting Indians.

Rulemaking Proceedings

On August 18, 1999, the Commission released a notice of proposed rulemaking, seeking comment on the potential of wireless and satellite technologies to provide telecommunications services to tribal lands and other unserved areas of the Nation, particularly in remote areas where wireless alternatives could be significantly less expensive than wireline service.  In addition, the Commission seeks comment on possible changes to its rules for wireless and satellite services that would provide greater incentives for wireless and satellite companies to extend service to tribal lands and other unserved areas.  See Extending Wireless Telecommunications Services to Tribal Lands, WT Docket No. 99-266, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 99-205 (rel. Aug. 18, 1999), published in 64 F.R. 49128 (Sept. 10, 1999).  The Notice is available from the Commission’s website at http://www.fcc.gov/indians.  The procedures for filing comments are described at paragraphs 62 to 65 of the Notice.  Comments in this proceeding are due on November 9, 1999.  Reply comments are due on December 9, 1999.  For further information about this proceeding, contact Joel Taubenblatt, Commercial Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, at (202) 418-1513.


On September 3, 1999, the Commission released a further notice of proposed rulemaking, seeking comment on the availability of, and possible impediments to, telecommunications deployment and subscribership in unserved and underserved areas of the Nation, including tribal and insular areas.  In addition, the Commission seeks comment on a range of possible modifications to its high-cost, low-income, and rural health care support mechanisms, which are designed to promote telecommunications deployment and subscribership in these areas.  See Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service: Promoting Deployment and Subscribership in Unserved and Underserved Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Areas, CC Docket No. 96-45, Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 99-204 (rel. Sept. 3, 1999), published in 64 F.R. 52738 (Sept. 30, 1999).  The Further Notice is available from the Commission’s website at http://www.fcc.gov/indians.  The procedures for filing comments are described at paragraphs 149 to 152 of the Further Notice.  Comments in this proceeding are due on November 29, 1999.  Reply comments are due on December 29, 1999.  For further information about this proceeding, contact Jack Zinman, Accounting Policy Division, Common Carrier Bureau, at (202) 418-7400.

FCC Website on Indian Issues

The Commission has created a new website dealing specifically with telecommunications issues affecting Indians.  This new website is located at http://www.fcc.gov/indians.  The site contains links to specific proceedings concerning telecommunications service in tribal areas, such as the two rulemaking proceedings discussed above.  The site also contains general information about the Commission’s initiatives to increase telecommunications subscribership among Indians.


For further information on the Commission’s Indian initiatives, contact Eric Jensen at the Commission’s Indian Desk in the Office of Communications Business Opportunities, at 

(202) 418-0928.
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