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COMMON CARRIER BUREAU SEEKS COMMENT ON A PETITION 

FILED BY ALCATEL USA FOR WAIVER OF 47 C.F.R., § 68.308(e)(1)

File Number: NSD-L-99-81

Comments: November 19, 1999 




Reply Comments: December 3, 1999 

On October 18, 1999, Alcatel USA, Inc. (Alcatel”) filed a Petition for waiver of the out-of-band signal power limitations contained in Section 68.308(e)(1) of the Commission's rules  so that it may register under Part 68 its Model 1000 ADSL modem. Alcatel claims that this modem complies with Part 68 except for 68.308(e)(1). We seek comment on the Petition.

Alcatel claims that grant of this petition would increase opportunities for business and residential users to access the Internet on a broad basis and at a reasonable cost, and that  availability of the Model 1000 ADSL modem would introduce innovative equipment, increase consumer choice, and enhance consumer value, while supporting the goal of providing broadband services to all Americans, and would significantly stimulate competition for provision of ADSL services to a larger potential customer base. Alcatel notes that over 100,000 of these modems already are providing high-speed capacity as part of numerous carrier network offerings. We seek comment on Alcatel’s claimed benefits with respect to innovation, consumer choice, consumer value, etc., and generally on the benefits to consumers were we to grant this waiver.

Alcatel claims that the Model 1000 ADSL modem will not cause harm to the network because the Model 1000 ADSL modem satisfies Sections 7.14 and 7.15 of ANSI T1.413-1998, a widely accepted industry standard. More specifically, Alcatel claims that this modem’s performance meets the transmitter spectral response power spectral density mask for the transmitted signal, as required in Section 7.14 of T1.413-1998; and operates within an aggregate transmit power over the 25.875 to 138 kHz band of less than 12.5 dBm.

In support of the claims that this modem meets the requirements of  Section 7.14 of T1.413-1998, Alcatel attaches test data for the modem in an Appendix. In support of its general claim that this modem will not cause harm, Alcatel points out that  several thousand of these modems have been installed in carrier networks without causing any harm, and that the same technical characteristics resulting in such performance will safeguard the network when the modems are marketed as customer premises equipment.

Further, we seek comment on the possibility that granting this waiver will result in a substantial risk of harm to the PSTN or its users, and on the particular types of harm that may arise. We also seek comment on the necessity and sufficiency, for grant of a waiver, of the technical data submitted as an Attachment to this petition.

Comments on this Petition for Waiver must be filed with the Commission by November 19, 1999 and   reply comments by December 3, 1999. It is requested that such comments refer to file number NSD-L-99-81.  Paragraphs should be numbered to facilitate reference. Ex parte presentations in this proceeding will be governed by the procedures set forth in Section 1.1206 of the Commission's rules, the section applicable to permit-but-disclose proceedings.  Interested parties should file an original and four copies of their comments with the Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12th Street, S.W., Suite TW-A325, Washington, D.C. 20554.  

In addition, parties should send two copies to Al McCloud, Network Services Division, Common Carrier Bureau, FCC, 6th floor, 445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 6-A207, D.C. 20554, and one copy to International Transcription Service, 445 12th Street, S.W., Suite CY-B400, D.C. 20554. Comments sent to the Network Service Division may be on paper or on a standard 3.5 inch diskette, in an IBM-compatible format, on high-density floppy drives formatted under MS DOS 5.X or later compatible versions, and must be in WordPerfect MS Windows version 5.1, WordPerfect MS DOS version 5.1, Microsoft Word 97 or earlier versions, or ASCII text.  Diskettes must be submitted in "read only" mode, and must be clearly labeled with the commenter's name, the filing date, and a description of the diskette's contents.  Comments and reply comments will be available for public inspection and copying during regular business hours in the Commission's Public Reference Center, 445 12th Street, S.W., Suite CY-A257, Washington, D.C. 20554, (202) 418-0270.  Copies of comments and reply comments will also be available from International Transcription Service, 445 12th Street, S.W., Suite CY-B400, D.C. 20554, or by calling (202) 314-3070..

For further information contact Bill Howden at (202) 418-2343, email at Whowden@FCC.GOV, FAX at (202) 418 7220, Network Services Division, Common Carrier Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, 445 12th Street, S.W., Suite 6A-207, Washington, D.C. 20054.  The fax number for the Network Services Division is (202) 418-2345. The TTY number for the Network Services Division is (202) 418-0484
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