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Common Carrier Bureau Announces

Extension of Comment and Reply Comment Dates for

Unserved, Underserved, Tribal, and Insular Areas Rulemaking Proceeding

CC Docket No. 96-45

Revised Comment Date:  December 17, 1999

Revised Reply Comment Date:  January 19, 2000


In this Public Notice, the Common Carrier Bureau announces the extension of the comment and reply comment dates for the Unserved Areas Further Notice.
  The comment date is extended from November 29, 1999 to December 17, 1999.  The reply comment date is extended from December 29, 1999 to January 19, 2000.


In the Unserved Areas Further Notice, the Commission seeks comment on the status of, and possible impediments to, telecommunications deployment and subscribership in unserved and underserved areas of the nation, including tribal and insular areas.  In addition, the Commission seeks comment on a range of possible modifications to its high-cost, low-income, and rural health care support mechanisms, which are designed to promote telecommunications deployment and subscribership in these areas.  The Unserved Areas Further Notice is available from the Commission’s website at http://www.fcc.gov/indians.  The procedures for filing comments are described at paragraphs 149 to 152 of the Unserved Areas Further Notice.

The comment and reply comment dates for the Unserved Areas Further Notice were initially set at November 29, 1999 and December 29, 1999, respectively.
  However, the Unserved Areas Further Notice seeks comment on difficult legal and technical issues from a diverse group of potential commenters, including potential commenters in tribal and insular areas that do not routinely participate in Commission proceedings.  In order to allow commenters sufficient time to address these complex issues and provide a thorough record for Commission action, the comment and reply comment dates shall be extended for a limited period.  Comments shall be due on December 17, 1999 and reply comments shall be due on January 19, 2000.

For further information about this proceeding, contact Jack Zinman, Accounting Policy Division, Common Carrier Bureau, at (202) 418-7400.
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�  See Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service: Promoting Deployment and Subscribership in Unserved and Underserved Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Areas, CC Docket No. 96-45, Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, FCC 99-204 (rel. Sept. 3, 1999), published in 64 F.R. 52738 (Sept. 30, 1999) (Unserved Areas Further Notice).





�  See Common Carrier Bureau and Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Announce Comment Dates for Two Rulemaking Proceedings Concerning Tribal Areas, and New FCC Website for Indian Issues, Public Notice, CC Docket No. 96-45, WT Docket No. 99-266, DA 99-2190 (rel. Oct. 14, 1999).
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