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CLARIFICATION OF EX PARTE STATUS FORPRIVATE 

UNITED STATES TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION'S 

PETITION FOR FORBEARANCE FROM DEPRECIATION 

REGULATION OF PRICE CAP CARRIERS 

ASD 98-91

Released:  November 24, 1999

On September 21, 1998, the United States Telephone Association (USTA) filed a petition requesting that the Federal Communications Commission forbear from regulating the depreciation and amortization practices of local exchange carriers subject to price caps regulation.  USTA filed its petition pursuant to section 10(c) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. section 160(c). 

On June 23, 1999, the Common Carrier Bureau issued a public notice to reclassify USTA’s petition from a restricted proceeding to a permit but disclose proceeding.  See Public Notice, Clarification of Ex Parte Status for United States Telephone Association’s Petition for Forbearance from Depreciation Regulation or Price Cap Carriers, ASD 98-91, DA 99-1226 (Jun. 23, 1999).

The June 23, 1999, Public Notice, however, did not deal with notices of ex parte contacts that were filed before the proceeding was reclassified.  As to those notices, we hereby waive, in accordance with section 1.1204(10)(ii) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1204(10)(ii), the requirement that parties serve the notices of ex parte pleadings on other parties to the proceeding.  Because the parties in the depreciation forbearance proceeding are numerous, we find that requiring parties to serve notices of ex parte proceedings would be unduly burdensome.  The ex parte presentations filed in this proceeding are available for inspection at the Federal Communications Commission’s Reference Room, Room CY-A257 at 445 12th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20554.


For further  information, please contact JoAnn Lucanik at (202) 418-0873 (voice), (202) 418-0484 (TTY).  

Action by the Chief, Accounting Safeguards Division, Common Carrier Bureau, FCC. 

