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Released:  October 20, 1999

OFFICE OF ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY DECLARES DAKOTA

TELECOMMUNICATIONS GROUP REQUEST FOR A TEMPORARY WAIVER OF

PART 15 FOR COORDINATED FREQUENCY HOPPING SYSTEMS TO BE

A “PERMIT-BUT-DISCLOSE” PROCEEDING FOR EX PARTE PURPOSES


On August 25, 1999, Dakota Telecommunications Group (“DTG”) filed a Request for Temporary Waiver of Section 15.247(h) of the rules in order to permit spread spectrum frequency hopping transmission systems to coordinate hopping channels.  This waiver would extend for a period of four years and would permit DTG to enhance its wireless local loop telephone service in rural areas.  DTG expects to move its customers from unlicensed Part 15 operation to licensed Wireless Communications System (“WCS”) operation by the end of this four year period as appropriate WCS equipment is developed.


The Office of Engineering and Technology (OET) is reviewing the request to determine whether a waiver of the rules should be granted.  OET seeks comments from interested parties concerning this request.  OET has concluded that in order to permit a fuller exchange on the complex issues under consideration in this proceeding, it should be treated, for ex parte purposes, as a “permit-but-disclose” proceeding, in accordance with Section 1.1200(a) of the Commission’s rules, and is subject to the requirements under Section 1.1206(b) of the rules.


Interested parties filing comments or oppositions to this petition are invited to do so no later than November 19, 1999.  Parties filing replies may do so not later than December 6, 1999.


The full text of the waiver request is available for inspection and copying during normal business hours in OET, 7th floor, 445 12th Street, S.W., Washington, D.C.  20554 and may also be purchased from the Commission’s duplication contractor, International Transcription Service, (202) 857-3800, 2100 M Street, N.W., Suite 140, Washington, D.C.  20037.

By the Chief, Office of Engineering and Technology

OET contact:   John A. Reed at (202) 418-2455.

