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RELEASED: March 19, 1993

FCC Suspends Semi-Annual Testing For
Commercial Radio Operator Licenses
And Establishes Interim Testing Procedures

In the past, the Commission has cffered Commercial Radio Operator examinations
on a regularly scheduled basis in cities where it has field offices. For the
past several years, it has scheduled examinations only twice a year, usually in
February and August. The Commission has also given examinations at other times
when a license was required by Commission Rules for employment.

Because of budgetary constraints and the Commission’s recent decigion in FO
Docket No. 92-206 to privatize the administration of examinations for
commercial radio operator licenses, the Commission is suspending its regularly
scheduled February Commercial Radie Operator testing sessions. Effective this
date, the Commission will no longer accept applications to take a commercial
radio operator examination. All such applications filed after today will bhe
returned. A special interim procedure will be established for indiwviduals who,
by Commission Rule, must have a Commercial Radio Operator License for
employment. These individuals may file a request with the Engineer-in-Charge
(EIC) of one of the Commission’s field offices for permission to apply for a
special examination. In order to qualify for this special interim procedure,
the individual must have a letter from an employer stating that he or she is
already, or will be employed in a particular position where Commission Rules
require a license, or present adequate evidence of self employment in a
position where Commission Rules require a Commercial Radio Operator License.
If the EIC determines that an individual qualifies to take the special
examination, he or she will notify the individual that he or she may file an
application to the Mellon Bank using a special fee cocde to be provided by the
EIC. The field office will then administer and grade the special examination.

Although no February examination session was scheduled this year, approximately
1800 applications have already been filed in anticipation of such a session.

To satisfy these requests and minimize Commission expenditures, the Commission
has adopted a one-time interim procedure. The Commission’'s Field Operations
Bureau (FOB) will mail out within ten days an examination package to those
individuals with an application filed on or before the date of this Public
Notice. The package will include an instruction sheet, a sealed copy of the
requested examination, a blank answexr sheet, a certification sheet, and a
return self-addressed envelope. The applicant must take the sealed

examination to a commercial operator licensee with an equal or higher class
license than that sought and complete the examination before the licensee. The
licensee must sign the certification sheet that the examination was opened in



his or her presence and taken in his or her presence without the assistance of
study guides or other aids. The licensee must then mail the completed answex
sheet along with the certification sheet and the examination back to the
Commission Bo it i received within 60 days of the date of this Public Notice.
Those not received by this date will be dismissed without a fee refund.

This one-time interim procedure applies only to requests for written
examinations for mew commercial radiotelephone operator licenses received
before the date of this Public Notice. Morse code and aspociated written
examinations for radiotelegraph applicants whe filed on or before the date of
this Public Notice will be administered, upon the regquest of the applicant, by
- the Commission’s field offices. Individuals who have pending applications for
the radiotelegraph examination, however, will have their applications dismissed
without a fee refund if, they do not request to take the written test within 60
days of this public notice.

Applications for renewals, duplicates or modifications of commercial operator
licenses should continue to be sent to Mellon Bank with the $35 fee. The
Commission waives any provisions in Parts 1 and 13 that are inconsistent with
this interim procedure.

All inguiries concerning Commission examinations, e.g., special examination
locatione and times, and interim examination procedures, should be addressed to
the nearest Commission field office. A list of Commission field offices is
attached. The Commission expects private examination sessions to be available
to the public on a regular basis in the summer of 1933. A public notice will
be issued when such sessions are available in place of the procedures set forth
herein. Inquiries concerning the status of privatization should be addressed
to the Private Radio Bureau at {(202) 632-4964.

By the Commission.




ALASKA, Ancherage Cfflc

federal Communications Commisslon
€721 Raspberry Road

Liasgka 99507-189¢

907 d463-F15%

"ARIZONA, Douglas Office

Federal Communlicetions Commission

#.2, wox f
Douglias, Ar
Proneg; 1652

CALIFORNIA, San Diego Office
Federal Communlcations Commission
Interstate Office Park

4542 Ruffner Street, Room 370

San Dlego, California 92111-221¢
Phone: {619} 467-0549

*CALIFOQRNIA, Livermore Offlce
Federal Communications Commission
P.0, Box 311

Livermore, California 94551-0311
Prhone: {510} 447-3¢614

CALIFOQORNIA, los Angeles Offlce
federal Communications Commission
Cerritcs Corporate Tower, Room 660
18000 studebaker Road.

Cerritos, Callfeornia 90701-34684
Phone: (210) 809-2096

CALIFORNIA, San Francisco Qffjice
Federal Communications Commission
3777 Depot Road, Room 420
Hayward, California 94545~1914
Phone: {510} 732-904¢

COLCRADO, Denver Offlce

Federal Communications Commission
1653 Scuth Unlon Blvd., Suite 860
Lakewood, Colorade 80228-2213
Phone: {303) %6%-6497/8

*FLCRIDA, Vero Beach Office
Federal Communications Commission
P.G. Box"1730
Vero Beach, Florida J32%61-1730
Phone: (407} 778-375%

FLORIDA, Mlami Offlice

Federal Communicatlons Commisslon
Rochester Bullding, Room 310

B3390 N.W. 53rd Street

Mlami, Florida 33166-4663%

Phone! {305} 526-7420

FfLORIDA, Tempa Offilce

Federal Communications Commission
2703 N. Lois Avenue, Room 1215
Tampa, Florlda 33607-235¢6

Phone: (B13) 228-2872

GEORGIA, Atlanta Office

Federal Communications Comlssion
357% Xoger Blwvd

Koger Center-Gwinnett, Room 328
Duluth, Georgla 30136-4958
Phone: {404} 279-4621

*GEURGIA, Fowder Springs 0ffice
federal Communicatlions Commlission
B.0. Box 85

Powder Springs, Geocrgia 30073-0C85

Phone: {404} 943-5420

FCC OFFICE ADDRESSES

geral Jomounicatlions Commission
P.G. Box 13430
Walpahu, Hewall 98797-1030
fhone (808 £77-~3318

fLLINOIS, Chicago Office

Federal Communicatlons Commlisslon

£}
3

ge Tifice Center, Room 30¢

Shway
is  EU0EE~146C

ne P12 3530158

LOUISIANA, New Crleans Dfflce
Federal Communications Commisslion
800 West Commerce Road, Room 505
New Orleans, "Loulsiana 70123-3333
Fhone: {5(304) 58%-7085%

*MAINE, Belfast Qffice

Federal Communications Commlssion
P.C. Box 470

Beifass, Maine 04815-047C

Phone: (207) 338-4088

MARYLAND, Baltimore Office
Federal Communications Commission
1017 Federal Bullding

31 Hopkins Plaza

Baitimore, Maryland 21201-2802
Phone: {410} 962-2728

*MARYLAND, Laurel Office

Federal Communicatlons Commisslon
P.0. Box 25C

Columbla, Maryland 21045-9%G8
Phone: (301} 7125-3474

HMASSACHUSETTS, Boston Office
Federal Communicatlions Commission
I Batterymarch Park

Quiney, Massachusetts 02169-749%5
Phone: {617y TT70-4023

*MICHICAN, Allegan Cfflice
Federal Communicatlons Commission
¥.0. Box B9

Allegan, Michigan 49010-9437
Phone: (616) ©€73-2063

MICHIGAN, Detrolt office
Federal Communicatlons Commisslon
24897 Hathaway Street

Farmington Hiils, Michigan 48335-15%2

Phone: (313) 226-6078

MINNESQTR, St. Paul Office

Federal Cemmunications Commission
692 Federal Bldg. & U.5. Courthouse
316 North Robert Sireet

St. Paul, Minnescra 55i01-14%7
Phone: (612) Z90-3819

MISSCQURI, Xansas Clty Office
Federal Communicatlons Commisslion
8800 Fast 63rd Street, Room 320
Kanses City, Missou~! £4133-4895
Phone: {816} 3

*NEBRASKA, Grand Island Qffice
Federal Communicaticns Commission
P.Q. Box 1588
Grand Island, Nebraska 6BB02-1%88
Phene: {308) 3814723

*Licenses and examinations are not available at * locations

NEW YORK, Buffalo Offi
Federal Communicatlons <
1307 Federal Building

19

I West Huron Street

inl

&

Buffalo, New York 14202-25338 '
Fhone: {716) B46-4511

NEW YORK, New York CQfflce

feaera: Communlications Commisslca
207 Varick Street

Nesw York, New York 10014-4878
Fhone: (212} 620-3437/8

OREGON, Portland Gfflce

Federal Communicatlons Commission
i782 Federal Bullding

1220 S5.W. Third Avenue

Portland, Gregon $7204-28388
Phone: {503) 326-4114/5

PENNSYLVANIA, Philadelphla Office
Federal Communlicatlons Commisslon
Orne Oxford valley COfflee Bidg, Room
2300 fast Lincoln Highway
Langhorne, Pennsylvania
Phone: {215) 752~1324

13047-1859

PUERTO RICO, San Juan Office
Federal Communicatlens Commisslon
US Federal Building, Room 747
Hate Rey, Puerto Rico 008%18-1731
Phone: (809) 766~5567

TEXAS, Dallas Offlice

Federal Communications Commissicn
9330 LBJ Freeway, Room 1170
Dallas, Texas 75243-3429

Phone: ({214} 235-3369

TEXAS, Houston Office

Federal Communications Commission
1225 North Loop West, Room 300
Houston, Texas 7T7008-17175

fhone: (T13} 863-6200

. *TEXAS, Kingsville Qfflce

federal Communlcatlons Commission
P.C. Box 632

Kingsville, Texas 78364-0632
Phone: (512) 5%92-2531

VIRGINIA, Norfolk 0ffice

Federal Communications Commlssion
1200 Communicatlions Clrcle
virginla Beach, Virglinia 23455-37:
Phone: (B04} 441-6472

*WASHINGTON, Ferndale Office
Federal Communications Commlssion
1330 Loomis Trall Road
Custer, Washington 9824(0-3303
Phone: {206) 354-48392

WASHINGTON, Seattle Cfflice
Federal Communications Commls
11410 NE. 122nd Way, Suite 3}
Kirkland, Washington 98024~
Phone: (206} 821-8037
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