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By the Chief, Mass Media Bureau:

1. On February 24, 1988, the Commission released a
Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in the captioned
matter.! Comment and reply due dates were set for April
18, 1988 and May 3, 1988, respectively. On April 7, 1988,
the Association of Federal Communications Consulting
Engineers (AFCCE) filed a motion requesting that the
time for filing comments in this proceeding be extended
90 days. On April §, 1988, the firm of Hammeitt & Edison,
Inc. (H&E) filed a similar request, but for a 60 day
extension.

2. As justification for its request, AFCCE states that it
needs additional time to determine whether the proposed
algorithm accurately replicates the propagation curves in
the Commission’s rules.? Also, AFCCE desires additional
time to study various aspects of the computer programs
that the Commission’s staff uses to implement the pro-
posed algorithm. AFCCE complains that it has not yet
been able to procure a copy of a Commission program
from the National Technical Information Service (NTIS)
and that efforts to obtain a copy of the program from the
Commission’s staff on an informal basis have been rebuf-
fed. ? Finally, AFCCE requests additional time because it
wishes to consider the matters raised in the Notice at its
annual meeting in early May 1988, prior to filing its
comments in the proceeding.

3. H&E also bases its request for additional time on a
desire 1o evaluate the computer programs that the Com-
mission’s staff uses. H&E has obtained a copy of the paper
describing the proposed algorithm, but considers it im-
practical to keystroke the interpolation subroutine pro-
gram code it contains. Therefore, it (like AFCCE) has
attempted to procure a magnetic tape copy of the Com-
mission’s program from NTIS, but has not yet obtained it.
Consequentty, H&E requests a two month extension of the
comment period.

4. We are not extending the comment period as re-
quested by the petitioners. The comprehensive informa-
tion contained in the paper referenced by the proposed
rule® is sufficient to permit interested persons to study the
theory and methods of the proposed algorithm, and to
write computer programs that implement it. The relatively
complex computer programs we employ to implement the

algorithm would contribute very little to the information
contained in the algorithm paper. Thus, although our
implementation of the algorithm may be a matter of aca-
demic interest, extending the comment period simply to
provide for more extensive study of our computer pro-
grams fails to meet the good cause standard necessary to
warrant granting an extension of time,

5. Furthermore, we decline to extend the comment
deadlines until after the upcoming AFCCE annual meet-
ing. In consideration of our ongoing workload, we are
reluctant to delay our rule making proceedings solely to
accommeodate the private schedules of interested parties.
Only when it is conclusively demonstrated that such delay
could be expected to produce substantial benefits to the
public process, such as the results of vital and relevant
research, or a compromise agreement befween opposing
parties, would we be willing to grant an extension for this
reason.

6. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that the petitions filed
by AFCCE and H&E to extend the comment period in
this proceeding ARE DENIED.

7. This action is taken pursuant to authority contained
in Sections 4(i) and 303 of the Communications A¢t of
1934, as amended, and Section 0.283 of the Commission’s

‘rules.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Alex D. Felker
Chief, Mass Media Bureau

FOOTNOTES

! See FCC 88-41, released February 24, 1988, 3 FCC Red
843-847 (1988). A summary of the Notice was published in the
Federal Register (53 Fed. Reg. 6677, March 2, 1988},

2 As stated in the Notice, the algorithm was used to draw the

-metric propagation curves currently contained in the rules. See

discussion at paragraph 10, FCC 88-41, released February 24,
1988. .

3 Pursuant to Section 0.465(d)(3) of the Commission’s rules,
copies of many Commission computer programs are available
through the NTIS.

4 Proposed new rule §73.4240 Field strength computer algovithm
references the paper entitled "Algorithm for Computing Field
Strength for FM and TV Broadcast Stations”. This paper is
readily available from our copy contractor, International Tran-
scription Services, Inc., 2100 "M" Street, NNW, Suite 140, Wash-
ington, DC 20037, (202) 857-3800.
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