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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D, C,

February 21, 1942

REQUIREMENTS FOR BROADCAST STATION OPERATORS RELAXED

The Federal Commmunications Conmission, in recngniticn of the
growing shortage of first class radiotelephnne operators and upon the
reconmendation nf the Defense Communications Board, relaxed its operator
requirements to permit tae operatinn of broadcast statinsns of any class
by holders of radiotelegreph first or second class operator licenses or
radintelephone second class operator licenses, A broadcast station may
use cperators of such classes, however, only insnfar as it is unable to
secure a sufficient number of first class radiotelephone licensees,

At least one first class radiotelsphone operator must be employed
whn will be responsible at all times frr the technical operation of the
station and must make all adjustments of the transmitter ecguipment other
than ninor adjustments normally needed in the 4rily operatiocn of the sta-
tion. Any adjustment »f trarnsmitter eouipment other traan a minnr one must
te made by a first class radictelephone aperator and until such sperator
is available to make the adjustment, the stntion shall cease operation,

Tne Commission in relexing its requirements erphasizes that a ste-
tion licensee is not relieved of his responsibility of operating the ste-
tion in exact accordance with the rules and regulations of the Commission,
The relaxation is intended solely to mset a critical shnrtage of technical
peresonnel. It is expected that the relaxation will not inmpair tecnnical
cperation of broadcast stations or lower labor standards in the industry,

If it is deternined that first cless operators are available, the Commission
will restore the higher standards,



