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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION PUBLIC NOTICE
~Wnshington, D,C. o

-

February 2b, 19L2,
In the Matter of Policy and Procedure )

for Handling Standmrd Broadcast )
Applications

MEMORANDUM OPINION
By the Commiesion:

Because of the prescnt war emergency, the Commission is callcd
upon to formulate a policy and proccdurcs for the futurce handling of?stﬁndard_
broadcast station applications, The cffective conduct of the war is, of
coursc, a paramount consideration for all of us. The requirements of tho
armed =erv1ces have creatcd a shortage of the critical matcrials and skiiled"
personnel required for the construction, opceration, and maintenancc of radio
broadcast stations, This must inovitnbly?affcct plans for the increasc or
improvement of broadeast facilitics, ' o

Howecver, it ie not clcar nt this timc that the equn31on of - b“oad—-“"
casting should bc cntirely eliminated for thce duration of thc war, For the
best war ¢ffort, it is imn\rtanu that there dbe ad»quwtc broadcast fu0111tics

throughout the nation., Th» thrcee governmental agencies concerncd with this |
problem - the Defense ”omﬁbnlcgt’ons Board, the War Produgtion Board; cnd the
Federnl Communications Commission - nre in agrcement that, so far as possidtle,

cvery part of the count;J should r CIVL a good rﬂdlo scrv;ce We hva not
yet reached that goal " '

It follows that thc scarce mntcrials nnd limited pcrsonncl availadle
to the broadcast servioces should ber carcfully conscrved to ‘mcet this basic
necd,: The public intcrest. clearly requires such conscrvation and thc Commis~
sion must apply the tiest  of -pudblic intcrest in cxorcising its lleﬁﬂlﬁg func-
tions, The problem ns to miterials is of course primarily the concorn of the
War:. Production Board, - On J~nuary 30, 19&2 the Commission ﬁnnounc»o in a '
praes relense that at the rcquest of the Defensc Communications Board, pcnding
the adoption of = spsocific policy by that Board and the War Productlon Board,
the Commission would make no further grants for the cons truct*on of stn tlons
or authorizc changee in c¥isting statidird broadcacst transmittln facilitics
wherc all or a substantinl part of the proposcd new primﬂry SLrVICb arcn nlready:
receives primory service from one or more other stations, The' Defensc Come
munications Board, on Fcbruary 12, mide ite furthcr specific rccommzridations to”
the Commission and “to.thc War rroduction Bodrd Cooperating with OOLh thosc
Boards, the Commission has now worked out < policy and prOCuaur~" for thc
h'mdlmo of now and pcndwng standqrd brOﬂdcast °ppl*0ﬂ‘ion

Unu;r the polivy ﬁaoptbd the Commisalon will grant no stnandard dbrond-
cast station apnl¢cwt¢01 unlces a °how¢na is ﬁﬂd“ ‘that:

(1) Construction (if qny) pursuant to the grant will

not 1nvolvu use of matceriale of a type dctcermincd
by thce War Production Board to be critical; or

(over)
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(2) Wherc the application is for new standard broad-
cast station, the stntion will provide primary
covcrage of ~-an arca no substantial part of
which already reccives primary scrvice® from onc
or mor¢ standard brondcast stations; or

(3) Where the application is for a change in the
facilities of an cxisting standard bdbroadcast
station, the changc will result in a eubstantial
new primary scrvice area no substantial part
of which is already provided with primary
service* 'from one or morc standard broadcast
stations,

o The Federal Communications Commission Standards of Good Enginccring
Practice will bc used as a guidc in the determination of primary scrvice,’
For the time bclng, rcquests involving esscntial requirements for rcp%i; or
maintcnance will be treated as heretoforce,

t . .
Appiic'rtlonu not herctofore acted upon which do not fall within one
of thc three described catcgories will be designhated for hearing upon appro-
priate issues. In cases herctofore designatcd for hearing, wherc notice of
iesues has alrcady been announced, specific iseues appropriate to the ncw
policy will bc added, Crses which have already becn heard will, whecn necessary
to apply the nocw policy, be redesignated for hearing upon 1ssucs undcr this
policy. Cascs in which proposed findings have alrcady been issued will be
dctermined as heretofore, »

Applicante. Qho consider that their ipplicqtions satisfy thc ncw re-
quirements may wish to support their applications by filing a proper pctitlon
supportcd by affidavit s;tting forth detailed data on this point,-

In cascs whcre an 1ppllcution has horctoforc been granted subgcct to
approval of a furthcr application to bec filed by the applicant, such fuithor
application will not be granted unless the proposal mects the requircments sct
forth above, or the npplicant has, pursuant to thc grant, actually commcnced
construction or made substantial gxpendlturcs for mntcrlvls or equipment prior
to the date hcrcof

The Communications Act contcmplatces that construction permits should
not be iesucd or allowed to remnin outstanding where there is no rcasonable
prospcct of complction of thc proposed construction within a rensommblce period
of time. Hence, requests for cxtonsions of completion dates under sto ndard
broadcnst 1uthorizatnons will not be grantcd by the Commission unlcss the
applicant can by propcr petition show that thc proposcd construction mccts the-
requirements sct. forth above,. or that the npplicant has actunlly commenced con-
struction prior to the.datec hercof and has available all the criticnl matcrinls
and cquipment ncecessary to the completion thercof., However s rcquestes for cx-
tension of complction dates under nuthorizations issued in caecs wherc proposed
findings ~rc now oututqnding will be granted if the requircments sot forth
above ~re met, or if the applicant has availablce all critical materials and
cquipment ncccssary for complction,

¥ As here used, "primary. scrvice" includcs service to be rcndered pursuant
to nan outstqndin@ broadcast sonstruction authorization,
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' The foregoing requirements may be waived where changes in focilities
arc required to be made by an agency of the Federal Government,

Special policice are now being devcloped with respect to cxperimental
opecration, frequency modulation and television statione, facsimile, and
auxiliary broadcast servicee, taking into account the technical exporimental
benefits to be gained cspecinlly insofar ns they may assist the war offort,
Applications involving international broadcast statione will be considered’
and acted upon in accordance with policies worked out in cooperation with other
Governmental agencics conccrncd with thie field,

($) Tajlpm /”/‘

Sccretary

Dated: February 23, 19k2,



