FEDFRAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSICN FRESS RELEASE
Washington, D.C. (42431)

August &5, 1940,
MONTH EXTENSION FOR FILING PROOF OF CITIZENSHIF

Answer tc Questions Asked by Radic Orerators Subject to Compliance
with Federal Comrmunications Commissicrn Order Yo, 75
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The Federal Cormunications Cormmission has extended for one month -~ to
Septembe? 15 - the time for compliance with its Order No. 75 calling upon
ench licensed radio operator, commercial or amateur, to subnit proof of
citizzenship,

Hony commmications have been received showing delayed receipt of in-
formaticn regarding the order, and indicating further delay in respcnding.to
it as o result of absence or cther causes. it ig not contenplated, howe%er,
that a further extensiocn will De granted except where unusual circumstances
exist,

Inguiries have also been received concerning the basis of the order and
the penalties wihich might follow non—complianpe. Under Section 303 of the
Communications &dct of 1934, as amended, the Commission is given authority .to
nrescrite the gualificstions of station operators, to classify them according
to the dufiles to be performed, to fix the‘forms of such licenses, and v issue
them to such citizens of the United Statés as the Commission finds qualified,”
It should be noted that the act limits such licenses to citizens ;f the United
States and under existing conditions it is necessary to.obtain addifional
evidence of citizenship; in respect to those persons licensed by the Commissgion.
The Commission likewise is authorized 42 suspend the license of any coperator,
among other causes, for viclation of any regulation made by the Commission.
Pailure to resrond to Order XYoo 75, accordingly, would be gfounds for sus-

rension of the operater's license,
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Instandes have been rermcrted to the Commission in whick an operator
"having therctofore believed hinmself to be o citizen of the United States and
having so affirmed, discovered, upcn endeavoring to secure the information
required for compliance with Order No. 75, that he was in fact.an alien and
was not and had never been entitled to the license which he held. Under such
circumstances the only proper course of action is tc submit his .license to
the Commission for cancellation, advising the Commission at the some tine of
the eircunstances. The license docunment vhich has beern issued by fhe Com-
nission to such an operator is null and veid. Continued cperation under such
a condition would he unliceﬁsed gperation in wviclaticrn of the Communicaticné
" aActs PFurtherrmore, continned reliance u_éﬁ a falee clain of citizenship would
subject such persons to penalty by imprisenment and fine under Section 79 of
the United States Criminal Code which provides in part tkhat such penalties
shall bé inpoged upen "whcever, for any fraudulent purpose whatever, shall
falsely represent himself to e a citizen of the Urited States without having
been duly adnitted to citi;enship."

Operators kblding more than one license, such as a radioteleéra;h
and radioctelephone, or a comnercial and ar anateur class, have inquired
whether it ig necessary to subnit a separabe response for each such llcense,
This is not necessary. A single rcspcnse to the order is required from each
individual affected, wvhether he Lolds cne or nore licenses &r holds one and
o is spplying for another.

The order dces anply to the holder of a radic cperator's license
or pernit of any class., Thus, a persoﬁ helding only a restricted radioctele-~
phone operator peruit or radiotelephoge third clanss should regpond, Service
in the nilitary forces, pclice Jenartaents, or cther organizations, does not

exenpt a licensee from compiiance.
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;nquiries relating to the submission of veluable personal papers such
as birth or baptismal certificates, naturalization certificates, passports,
marriage certificates, etc., have alsc been received. Whenever possible
original certificates ané records should de subnitted to the Commission by
registored nail. They will be returned vhen they have served their purpose.
When certified copies may bte obtained, such copies may be subnitted in lieu
of the original.

It should be noted, however, that it is unlawful to nake any copy of
any certificate cof naturalization or of derivative citizenship. Whgn it is
impracticable or mmdegirable ic forward origingl naturalization or derivative
citizenghip certificates, they nmay be rresented for exanination to any office
of the Cormission together with the cempleted questionnaire énd all other
docurients néccssary for a conplete resnonse t¢ the order. In the allernative,
where the operator has teen issued a certificate of naturalization or of
derivative citizenship in his own name, the respense nay be accompanied by
the certificatien of the netary public or cther duly authorized official Le-
fore whem the response has been offirmed, stating over his seal that he has
exanined the oripinal certificate and found it to be accurately describgd in
the response to the questionnaire and that he believes tha' affiant to be the
person ngned in such certificate.

Certificates of derivative citizenship nay be obtalned by persons

walified therefor upon »roper application to the Depertnent of Justice,
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Innigration and Naturalization Service, Washington, D.C. It is unquestionably
to the advantage of any person vwho clains citizenship through the naturaliza-
tion of parent or hﬁsband ta obtain such & ﬁertificate.. Although £he possess~
icn of o certificéte does, the fi}ing of an application feor such a certificate
Rces not relieve the cperator fron subnitiing to fhe'Commission mhé other

dpcunentary evicdsnce required for the complete response to Order No. 75.
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In every case a perscrn responding to the order should subnit completed
forns 735 and 7354, including fingerprints taken by appropriate officials as
the forn nrovides. It is not acceptable to refer to fingerprints already on
file in @ome other Federal or State agency. Postmasters at county seats or
post offices of the first or second class nay take fingerprints. In Alaska,A
the pogtnaster nay also serve as a notary public; For the purpose of this-
érder, fingerprints nay also be taken by a military officer whé is aunthorized
tc toke fingerprints for emlistment purposes, as well as by 1oca} or State
pelice officials, When appearing for fingerprints the operator should exhibit
the éompleted forn 735 as a neans of identification to thé official taking the
fingerprints.

The nature of the documentary evidence of citizenship is suggested in
Forn 736. VWhen a certified copy of public record of birth does not name the
child; or if a different name is shown, additional identifying data rmst be’
subniitteds Such identifying data may be a certified copy of the baptiemal
record, affidavits of parents, or other methods of proof suggested in Forn
736,

Where original certificates or records other than fingérprints have
been presented to and are now in the péssession ¢f other departments of the
United Staées Governnment, it will be ufficient iflreference is nade to that

fact, in respense to Form 735 provided the documents relied on are described

in detnail.
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