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. PEDERALL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FRESS RELEASE
' Washington, Ds C. (42921 )

August 27, 1940

ORDER HC, ¥8-A, AFFECTING sMATEURS, CLaRIFIED

There hos been unnecessary confusion in some ninds regarding
Federal Commnications Cormmission Crder No. 73 as anended by Crder No, 73-4,
restricting the use of portable and portable-mcbile radic equipnent by
anatours,

Crier o, 73-4 doecs not in any sense rescind the original corder
No. 73, but nerely nakes it vpossible for anateurs to centinue the develop-
nent and testing of equipnernt desirmed and built for the scle purpose of
cnergency use. Thais rolaxation of Order 73 doos not, and was not intended
to, authorize the use of emergency equipuent for routine anateur communica~

. tions, It was niade in the renlization thnt effective cnergency communicetion
can only be bascd on prior cumerience, including personmel and equipnent,
8ll thoroushly coordinnted into a comrunicoation network. Any extension of
Crder 73-4 to cover the usc of reoular portable or pertable-mobile equipnent
under the guise of "testing for encrgency purposes” is an unwarranted and
unauthorized stretching of the letter of the crder,

The Commission's press release »f June 11, authorizing the noving
of anateur stutions fron one fixed location to another, is not intended to
pernit short-pericd sreration froo a lecation other than that noted in the
atation license., It is 2ifficult t7 draw an sbeolute dividing line between
what is considered o "sumner residence" and what is not, but week-ends off
short vacation pericds ds not constitute "swmer residence," On the cther

hand, o nove to o swiner cottagze for o four-month peried could de considered
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a "sumnor residence !
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The anncuncement cof June 11 was a convience to pernit anateurs to
continue operation even thoush they night nove fron cne fixed location %o
ancther in routine civil life., It was nct contemplated as a neans whercby

anateurs could operate their staticns from week-ends vacation leeations, or

sinilar situations definitely restricted under Crder lin, 73,




