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)


REPORT AND ORDER 

(Proceeding Terminated)
   Adopted:  August 30, 2000  
Released:  September 8, 2000    

By the Chief, Allocations Branch:

1.
In response to a petition filed by Valley Mills Radio Broadcasting Company (“Valley Mills Radio”), the Commission has before it for consideration the Notice of Proposed Rule Making, 15 FCC Rcd 3003 (2000), requesting the allotment of Channel 237C2 at Valley Mills, Texas, as that community's first local broadcast service.  In response to the Notice, comments were filed by Elgin FM Limited Partnership (“Elgin FM”) and Valley Mills Radio supporting an allotment at Valley Mills.  Counterproposals were filed by Valley Mills and Gorman Community Broadcasting Company (“Gorman Company”).
  Reply comments were filed by Elgin and Valley Mills Radio.  Valley Mills Radio, Elgin and Gorman Company filed a Joint Motion to Dismiss.

2.
Valley Mills Radio counterproposed the allotment of Channel 237C2 at Hico, Texas, in lieu of an allotment at Valley Mills.  Valley Mills Radio provided information demonstrating that Hico is a community for allotment purposes and that Channel 237C2 can be allotted to the community in compliance with the Commission’s spacing requirements.  Valley Mills Radio contends that an allotment at Hico would result in a preferential arrangement of allotments as the community would receive its first local service.

3.
The counterproposal filed by Gorman Company requests the allotment of Channel 238C3 at Gorman, Texas, and Channel 237A to the community of Walnut Springs, Texas.  Gorman Company states that allotments can be made at both communities in compliance with the Commission’s distance separation requirements.  Gorman Company provided information 

demonstrating community status for Gorman and Walnut springs, stating that at present neither community has local FM service.  Gorman Company argues that its counterproposal should be favored over Valley Radio’s proposal, as two new services will be provided whereas only one new service will be provided with an allotment at Valley Mills, Texas.

4.
On June 14, 2000, Valley Mills Radio Broadcasting Company, Gorman Community Broadcasting Company and Elgin FM Limited Partnership filed a Joint Motion to Dismiss the petition and counterporposals which requested allotments at Valley Mills, Hico, Gorman and Walnut Springs, Texas.  Valley Mills Radio, Gorman Company and Elgin have each submitted comments in compliance with Section 1.420(j) of the Commission’s Rules.


5.
As stated in the Notice, a showing of continuing interest is required before a channel will be allotted.  It is the Comission's general policy to refrain from making allotments to a community      absent an expression of interest.   Therefore, since all parties have withdrawn from the proceeding and since no other expressions of interest were filed for these allotments,  we shall dismiss Valley Radio’s proposal for Valley Mills, Texas, as well as the counterproposals filed by Gorman  Company for Gorman and Walnut Springs, Texas, and the counterproposal filed by Valley Mills Radio for Hico, Texas.

6.  
Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED, That the petition of Valley Mills Radio Broadcasting Company, proposing the allotment of Channel 237C2 at Valley Mills, Texas, IS HEREBY DISMISSED (RM-9820).

7.
IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That the counteproposal filed by Valley Mills Radio Broadcasting Company  IS HEREBY DISMISSED (RM-9875).

8.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That the counterproposal filed by Gorman Community Broadcasting Company IS HEREBY DISMISSED (RM-9876).

9.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED, That this proceeding IS TERMINATED.

10.
For further information concerning this proceeding, contact Kathleen Scheuerle, Mass Media Bureau, (202) 418-2180.
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� The communities of Gorman, Hico, and Walnut Springs have been added to the caption.





� The counterproposals filed by Valley Mills Radio (RM-9875) and Gorman (RM-9876) were put on public notice on May 16, 2000 (Report No. 2412).







