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CHAIRMAN KENNARD TO MEET WITH EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND INDUSTRY LEADERS

Will attend meetings with government and industry leaders in Amsterdam, Lisbon, Madrid,and Paris; attend the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Davos


Washington, DC -- Today, William E. Kennard, chairman of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), will begin a week-long trip to Europe during which he will meet with government and telecommunications industry leaders in the European Union, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and France.  He will also attend the World Economic Forum’s annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland.  The Chairman’s trip is designed to explore ways in which government and industry leaders can work together to promote competition in the provision of telecommunications services, increase access, and close the digital divide as the information revolution becomes an increasingly global phenomenon. 

Chairman Kennard said, “The beginning of a new year and a new century is an appropriate time for me to meet with the leaders of the booming European telecommunications sector.  The world has become very small and, particularly in the telecommunications field, no country can go it alone.  We all must benefit from telecom advances or none of us benefits. The new millennium finds the United States and Europe grappling with many of the same difficult issues, as technologies are converging and competition is increasing.  We are moving toward greater liberalization of our markets on both sides of the Atlantic.  France, Spain and Portugal have all opened their markets to competition and established independent regulators.  This trip is an opportunity to explore how each of us is dealing with competition and access issues, to share our experiences and to work cooperatively to bring the enormous benefits of the information revolution to all our citizens as quickly as possible.”  


In Amsterdam, Chairman Kennard will meet with Jens Arnbak, the head of the Dutch regulator, OPTA.  During this meeting, he will discuss the challenges they both face as fellow regulators and urge OPTA to encourage further liberalization of the telecommunications market in the Netherlands, where the fixed wireline service opened to competition in 1997 and mobile services opened to competition in 1994.  


In Lisbon, the Chairman will meet with government and industry representatives to discuss recent developments in Portugal, where the fixed-line telephony market was just opened to competition on January 1, 2000.  The Chairman will meet with M. Luis Navare, his counterpart at the Portuguese Institute of Communications, and Portugal’s Telecommunications Minister, Jorge Coelho, who has recently become the head of the Telecommunications Council of the European Union.  In addition, the Chairman will give a speech at a luncheon with industry and government officials on the role of the regulator in a competitive environment, the benefits of competition, and the importance of consumer protection.


In Madrid, the Chairman will meet with his counterpart, Jose Maria Vasquez-Quintana, President of the Telecommunications Market Commission; the Secretary General of Communications, Jose Manuel Villar; and representatives of industry and consumer groups to discuss the development of competition in Spain.  While in Madrid, the Chairman will make closing remarks at a pan-European  annual telecommunications conference on "Opening the Internet for all Citizens.”  He will also talk with students from all parts of Spain about the importance of Internet applications for educational purposes during a direct videoconference at the National University of Distance Learning.


In France, the Chairman will meet with several industry and government representatives, including Jean-Michel Hubert, chairman of the French regulatory authority, the ART (Autorité de Régulation des Télécommunication), and Telecommunications Minister Christian Pierret.  The Chairman will also speak about importance of local competition and broadband deployment at a conference on Telecommunications and the Internet organized by the ART.


In Davos, the Chairman will attend the World Economic Forum’s (WEF) Annual meeting where he will meet with industry and government leaders from around the world.  During the conference, the Chairman will speak at a luncheon for the WEF Governors of Mass Media, Communications and Entertainment and make remarks on the a forum focusing on global wireless issues.
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