
98th -------CONGRESS

i1St SESSION H -----n3 ... . __..
H.R. 2755 - COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION AUTHORIZATIONS ACT OF 1983

1. ;Modified Open.

2. Waives section 402(a) [authorization of new budget authority not
reported by May 15 preceding the fiscal year in which it is effective]
of the Budget Act against consideration of the bill.

3. Committee amendment in the nature of a substitute made in order as
original text for purposes of amendment and considered as read.

4. No amendment in order except the following:
(1) amendments to change dollar amount for FCC

authorization which are subject to dollar amount
amendments;

(2) germane amendments to sections 3, 5 and 6 relating
to funding and authority of CPB; and

(3) an amendment to section 8 printed in the Congressional
Record of November 8, 1983 by Representative Rodino
or Representative Kastenmeier.

5. Provides one motion to recommit with 'or without instructions.

RESOLUTION
RESOLVED, That at any time after the adoption of this resolution the Speaker

may, pursuant to clause l(b) of Rule XXIII, declare the House resolved into the
Committee of the Whole House on the State of the Union for the consideration of
the bill (H.R. 2755) to authorize appropriations for the Federal Communications
Commission for fiscal years 1984 and 1985, and for other purposes, the first reading
of the bill shall be dispensed with, and all points of order against the consideration
of the bill for failure to comply with the provisions of section 402(a) of the
Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (Public Law 93-344) are hereby waived. After
general debate, which shall be confined to the bill and shall continue not to
exceed 1 hour(s), to be equally divided and controlled by the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-minute rule. It shall be in order to
consider the amendment in the nature of a substitute recommended by the Committee
on Energy and Commerce now printed in the bill as an original bill for the purpose
of amendment under the five-minute rule, and said substitute shall be considered as
having been read. No amendment to the bill or to said substitute shall be in order
except:

(1) amendments only to change the dollar figure on page 2, line 10 to
another dollar figure, which shall only be subject to amendments to change such
dollar figure to another dollar figure;

(2) amendments which are germane to the text of sections 3, 5 and 6 of
said substitute, relating to the funding and authority of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting; and

(3) an amendment to section 8 of said substitute printed in the
Congressional Record of November 8, 1983 by, and if offered by, Representative
Rodino of New Jersey or Representative Kastenmeier of Wisconsin.

At the conclusion of the consideration of the bill for amendment, the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the House with such amendments as may have been
adopted, and any Member may demand a separate vote in the House on any
amendment adopted in the Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the committee
amendment in the nature of a substitute. The previous question shall be considered
as ordered on the bill and amendments thereto to final passage without intervening
motion except one motion. to recommit with or without instructions.
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8ac. 9. (a) Funds authorized to be appropriated under section 2 of this Act
shall be rused by the Federal Commnniatlnp Commeigio to establish a plan
which adequately ensures that te eeds of f and local public safety authori-
ties would be taken Into account in m eaking otations of the electromagnetic
spectrum. In etablishing msch a plan the Commlsson shaell (1) review the cur-
rent and future needs of such public fety authorities in light of suitable and
commercially available equipment and (2) consIder the need for a nationwide
contiguous frequency allocation for public safety purposes

(b) Pending adoption of a plan, the Commission, while making assignment.
and allocations, shall duly reconise the needs of State and local public afety

ensures that the needs of State and local public safety agencies will be
taken into account when the FCC makes decisions regardine spectrum
allocations. Specifically, in establishing the plan, the FCC mnst (1)
review the current and future needs of such public safety auth ties
in light of suitable and commercially available equipment; an&a (2)
consider the need for a nationwide contiguous frequency allocaton
for public safety purposes The provisions require the FCC, pending
adoption b y the FCCofaplan, to recognize the needs of state and
local pubic safety agencies m making frequency assignments or spec-
trum allocations.

reAt the present time, certain public safety authorities must use as
many as fve different sets of frequencis, each necessitating different
equipment. This system can be both inefficient and dangerous, as dif-
ferent public safety authorities within the same locale (e.g. police, fire,
and ambulance) might not be able to effectively coordinate operations
because they cannot easily communicate with each other. Such scat-
teied frequency allocations are increasingly inadequate to meet the in-
curised demads being placed on our police, fire, and other safety

This Committee recognized the importance of providing adequatefrequency to meet the needs of public safety users of the spectrum
when it adopted the "Communications Amendments Act of 1982",
later passed by Congress and signed into law (Public Law 97-259,
- Stat. -, Sept. 18, 1982). That legislation directed the Commission
to consider the needs of public safety agencies when taking actions
to manage the private land mobile radio spectrum. The Conference
Report (Report 97-765) stated with respect to this issue:

The Commission should be ever vigilant to promote the
blic land mobile spectrum needs of police departments and

other public agencies which need to use such radio services
to fulfill adequately their obligations to protect the American
public. (p. 52)

.In adopting Section 5, it is the Committee's intent that the Com-
mission proceed immediately to address the shortage problems, as
well as any potential future problems confronting the public safety
sector. This Commission undertaking should identify the needs, as-
sUming use of equipment which is suitable and commercially avail-
able, of public safety authorities. The Committee notes that public
safety officials have indicated that frequency shortages are pertic-
ulary acute in congested, urban areas which are also the areas where
public safety must place the greatest demand on their communica-

tions capabilities in order to manage properly their large operations
and to assure a rapid and efficient public safety response capability.

The Committee expects the Commission to proceed e ditiously
to carry out these actions, and the Committee will closely monitor
its progress. The Committee believes, as it has stated on prior oc-
casions, that public safety consideration should be a top priority when
frequency allocation decisions re made.
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