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What the Bush cmpaign ha to do tu lift

this ampign out of the rut it has drifted
into. and tell the American people what is at
stake.

This Isn't an election just about su is
It isn't an election just about ideas
It is an election about whether or not we

can assure the American people that their
government can indeed work for them again

My friends Roes Perot Ia one of the most
mazing political phenomena of our tim

· In himself he Is not all that Importnt. It
is what he representa

He n't the first and won't be the last to
say that democracy isn't working and that If
you trust me with powe, 'll solve all your
problems.

That messag-omtim sinister, some-
-tlm ust silly-has been heard all over the
world at various times in this oentury.

That siren call h enchanted good, decent-
people who are frustrated and disllusoned.

And on every oooasion. people are at-
tracted to such simplicity and Ignorance be-
cause of genuine grlevnI with their go,-
ernment.

The role of the Republican Party, in my
view, s -to tell the American people we
egree. we Etn't-go on like this any longer.

We need a new way In Washington.
But the kid of new way we need is one in

which the President and the Congres share
oertain basic valuet

This doesn't mean thPresldtent rwill al-
ways get what he wants.

Franklin Roosevlt, with tremendous ma-
jortles, didn't always gt what he wanted.

What it means is that on the baslo Isues-_
of jobs, education health. and the eoon-
omy-the President has a falr chance to as
his programs enacted. with the minority in
Congress there to keep him honest.

The Democrats have had that chanoe under
Roosevelt, Kennedy, Johnson, and Carter.

President Buth deserves that chaos
But he has to fight for it.
He hu to fight for it by makn clear to

the American people that our systan can
work If we can get that trailer-truck marked
"Divided Government" out of the roadway.

With all due respect, Mr. President, the
problem isn't "ongress"--the problem is a
Congress ruled by a party that has been In
power too long and ha bcoome a government
unto itself.

Ros Perot is the wake-up call for all those
who believe that democratio government
must be made to work and who are willing to
spell out the ways it can work in the old-
fashioned American way-before the eleo-
tions

Ross Perot, for all I know, may fade away
once he comes under public scrutiny.

But recent media disclosures about his
peut do not seem to have stopped hitm, o I
wouldn't count on it.

But ru say it again, Perot isn't important
It is what he represents that is mportant

he is the focal point of legitimate grievanoe
with gridlocked. irrelevant, divided govern-
ment.

If Ross Perot never existed, those griev-
ances would be real.

It may turn out that the big story of this
campaign was how Roe Perot awakened
both political parties.

If so, he has done his country a great serv-
ice.

[From the Washington Post, May 27 19921
osB MICHEL'S CHALL'NOB
(By David S. Broder)

House Minority Leader Robert .L Michel
'(R-BL) is one of thoee familir Washington
figures who usually draws more affeotion
than deferenoce. Since he came to Congress
from Peoria in 186 he has been known to

oolleagues a a great oompanion for a song-
fbst or a round of golf But as one of the per-
manently outnumbered Republicans, he rare
ly put his stamp-and never his name-on a
maor pieoe of legislaton.

So there was great surprise last week that
t was old-shoe Bob Michael 69. who deftned

the polltical, onstitutional and Institu-
tional erlie faoin this country in 1992 more
bluntly than anyone else in elther party has
done

In a spoeoh that reflected more of Michel's
own reaiions thn any outside advice he
made Sour basic points:

The candidacy of Ro Perot oould very
possibly throw the choice of the next presi-
dent into the House of Representatives, by
denying any oe of the three candidates-
Perot George Bush and Bill Cllnton--a
electoralollge majority. The Inside-the-
House polltickingl. with each state deleg
tion castng a single vote, no matter its
al-would be 'an utter disaster" ft the
ountry, an outrage to the whole conooept of
popular sovreignty.

Perot as a possible presedent is a cary
prospect not only because "he doesn't have
a clue how to olv one Man en mor e,"
but becaus-to Michel's l e at lest-he
bu "the demagogue's gIft for ovrsimplfc-
tit" and eould, f elevated to power, prove
that "authoritariani sm can happen

More Importnt than Perot himself is the
fuel that is powering his undeelared can-
didacl-"the fustration of the American
people when all tbey see when they look to
Washington is uabbling, partiran
media hype nd legislative gridlock."

"If Ro Perot never este" Michel said,
"tho#e grievances would be real"

'Tne omuro of the fiustration-the real rea-
son t grievances exist-is "the fat of di-
vided govrment In Washington. We have
oome to the point in American history where
a president of one party smply cannot lead
f- the Congrem is dominated by the other

Party."
That is the ugly secret of Amerlcan poli-

tis and Washington's failure. But it has
been a long time sie any major politician
in either party stood up on his hind legs and
said It to the people

Back in 1900, John F. Kennedy campaigned
by saying that It made no sense to elect Rep.
Jones or Sen. mlth, good Democrate both,
to Congress "and then put Richard Nixon in
the White House." He won-barely. Party
loyalties though weakened by the six years
of divided government and the spread of
tioket-splitting under Dwight D. Eisenhower,
stll meant something then.

But for 20 of the pust 24 years we have had
dirvided government--a Republican in the
White House and Democrats controlling at
least one and usually both houses of Con-
gre. A whole generation has grown np
thinking this is natural and normal

The members of that "permanent" Demo-
cratlo congresional majority certainly did
not tell their constituents that they were
wrong to split their tickets. They wanted to
pretend that they would be "effective" no
matter who was In the White House. Maybe
they are bringing home the bacom but they
are not dealing with national problems

Still less did Republican presidents and
presidential candidtes want to say, plainly,
that It made no sense to elect them unless
they bad enough allies on Capitol Hill to
pas their programs Ronald Reagan came
closest to doing it in 1980--nd the results
ashowed. a Republican Senate and a oonserv-
ative-ontrolled House But only for two
years He retreated into the usual Repub-
lican tolerance of divided government when
the recession samped the GOP in 1988

Now Michel has broken the code of dilence
and showed the gaut to plead for a Bush cam-
paign that would say "the only wayW to
break the impasse that is so frustrating to
the voters is to end divided government.
Give one party-he'd prefer It were the Re
publicans-oontrol of the White House and
Congress and if they fail to deliver, "kick us
out" in the next electlon.

Will Bush take the challenge? At the mo-
ment his campaign is so desperate and defen-
sive, in the face of the Perot surge. that no
one knowsa

Will a leading congressional Democrat step
forward to say what Michel has said-that
the voters are simply courting more frustra-
tion if they reflect Democratic congresional
incumbents and then split their tickets for
Bush or Perot?

What Is needed ls a steady dram-fire of
measage from the leaders of both parties at
both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue informing
the public of the lesson that has been forgot-
ten that the collective responsibility that
resnits from giving one party at a time "a
ohanoe to govern" u Michel put it, is the
only real way to ensure accountability In a
reprentative overnment.

What Bob Michel said is true. You can ei-
ther vote for futh frustration n the form
of divided government, or you can pick a
party to trust and hold to account, or you
can put yor oountry's future in the hands of
Ros Perot and his promise to take oharge-
with all that is unknown about his real goals
and all that is untested about his elf-re-
straint In the exeroim of vut power.

SUPPORT FOR PUBLIO TELEVISION

HON JOHN D. DINGEUL

IN THB HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, Mai 27, 1992

Mr. DINELL Mr. Speaker, several weeks
ago George WM wrote a sertes of columns on
public broadcasting that were syndiecated hI
rnewspapers acrossAmerica While Mr. WIN
can be ernertairnng. and evn sometimes cor-
rect his attack on pubic broadcasting was
way off toe mar.

In response lo ese comns, Mr. Robert F.
Larson, the presdent and general manager of
Debtros public evon station, has com-
posed an eloquent and stirring rbutta to Mr.
Wil In ght o e importance of public broad-
casting lo be American people, I would Ri to
share Ve letter with my coleagues

Whfe O House passed te reauthorization
for me Corporaton r Public Broadcastin g
last November, the Senate has not yet acted,
and Members of me House may raise ques-
tlns about public television when a final bill Is
brought before us later this year. In order to
correct any misnerstandngs about public
television generated by Mr. WlU's columns, I
insert Mr. Larson's letter h fuI:

CHANNEL 56. WTVS.
Detroit. MI, May 7, 1992.

Mr. TnOMAs BRAY,
Editoral Paoe Editor. Detroit News. Detroit.

MI.
DEAR Ma BRAY: Channel 58 would like to

take issue with George Will's columns pub-
lahed in The Detroit News editions of April

24 and May 3 that criticized federal funding
for public broadcasting.

Above all. publioc television works. It has
aooompllshed what Congress has asked of It
and what the 1967 Carnegie Commission
promised. It has produced programs that
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have enriched our lives at home and In the
lassroom. Yet It ces perennial attenp to

shut it down.
As Broadcasting Magazine observed 20

years g If public bro-cating draw
large audlenoes, it Is attacked ifr eekln
the mase; I It program for mall select
groups, it to damned as an inmfferable ob
If It tsarles touh Issues It Is trldy, left-
wing, unrepresentative and misusng the tax-
payers' money; If It presents fine dram and
stlmulatlng discuson. It is aloof and unmn-
volve."

This tim around the arh cri ticf s ao-
ervatve oolumnist George WiL WIll objects

to public funding of mnon-o c tele-
vision not becaue there is anything spocifi-
cally wrong with it, but becaue regards
it as a luary. an "ornament" ad at a time
of maslve budget deficits, ipndbl. He
say it Is time to pull th pl or. as Dr.
Lawrence Jarvlk of the Heritage Foundation
has suggested, to il It, copyrights and klys-
tron tube, to th bhghest biddr.

Maybe public television wor too welln or
the testes and prpos of is rtts. Our
programs refst a wide range i opinions,
ot oikpoliti a phii or opblo pont of

view. Pa'oH televiion is tlta$,t It atl-
enoes hav the capacity to sort out truth
from hfsehood and renfects more aonfidenc
In the ability of vieaer to make up their
own minds tbn theitself-appoInte dofnd-
ws do. The champlos of uniform perpeo-
tive have identified only a dam bom of
"too liberal programs" out of 600 hors each
year. A reent surey found that 79% of
Amerloms found publio television program-
ming neither too liberal aor too comerv-
atte. PTV work.. . in ts commitmnt to
imrne blano and objectivity.

The wpecsal relationshi pblo broadst-
ing hs created with its audie i evidnt
in the broad upport t has attrated from
foundationl owporations, and dividual
oontributors. Last year, the U television
stations that make up the national tem
received more than fv time a- nmuch fn-

lal spport from the so eoro a tey re-
cetved from the ederal goverment. And
WTrV Detroit Publ Television ed
$D from its ommunity for vry dolla i
received in federal fnds.

But why any deraI fnds? Ther are the
crucial "seed nmnle" from which hav"
grown The Civil War. The MaoNe/Lehrer
Newshour. and local progrmming and edu-
cational services such as telecourwe for high
school completon and oollege degrees They
teleoourses for high school completion and
oollege degree. They ae a good invetment
for the American taxpayer. and only one dol-
lar per citizen per year goes to public tele-
vision and radio. o80 the system wrks finan-
cially. and tax dollars a levoraged to mre
the public with value fur beyond appro-
priated dollars.

George Will brands publlo television an
"upper middle-clss entitlement." He sma it
is federally subsidied programming for an
elite few. But it ti Mr. Will himself who i
soundinr "elitist" in asserting that people
not in that "upper middle clase aren't
watching. Public television's viewershtp
closely mirrors the American popultion.
Publio television reaches 87 million people a
week. Sesame treet reaches nearly a quar-
ter of all U.8. households with incomes
under 310.000. In general. more than half of
all publlo television viewers (59%) live in
households with inoomes under M1M000 a
year.

Nor is public television merely federally
subsidhzed competltion-for the ommercial
channels. It is an enterprise which hs en-
larged the vision of the entire industry. If
oommercial channels and television produo-
era entered into areas of educational, publio

aftbr, and ultml programming that were
once largely a public television monopoly. It

because public television demonstrated
the viability of thse programs and an audi-
eno for them Those channes which George
Will thinkr dold supplant publico broad-
oastin exist technially becaus of its ox-
ample nd leadership. The fatur of broad-
oating woud be dimlnished without it.
Intertigly, no one Is arguing about the

signcance of the past achievemnts of pub-
ho broadcasting. Praise Is unanimou for the
oontribtions of Nature Nov. M terpiec
Theater. Josph Oampbell, Pavarotti l 8-
sn Street, aMnd The MaoNeil/erer
Newahcur. Why then r questions being
raied about plio television' place in the
future And why do w spectulate that pub-
lio television which crated the firt sat-
ollite netw t o ed Captioning for the
herng Impaird, and descriptive video for
the vsually impaired wil be overwhelmed
and made superfluous by proliferation of
technologes and channels?

WTVs ha entered what we believe will be
the most dynam, hallenging. and useful
period n its histry. It is engaged i an ad-
ventum that empls new technologies and
ret , an enlarged relatonalhip with the

ommn ,ty. The station ha forged a new
parnDershp with ommunity organintions
and agencies, rligis tnstituti the
pre and commercial radio and television
n order to r together for a btte fture

3o the children at Southeastern Michigan.
WTV has been a un for individuals and

group -to- eprem s elr. oonorna and to
onfrot special -ntreta We have ben

learning center. · medium for adult edu-
Catin a provider of oollege credit courses,
and rsourc station for literacy effo�rt, an

elt o town meeting'where thousands
he ome togther. We have been a way-a-
tot for Ct pla nnn sategies to eombat

bstance bse a cilitator for oalitions
of those concerned about children at risk.
the unemploed the homeles and dropouts.
We ha oalled these efforts Proect Gradus-
tion, The Working Channel, Project LIt-
esnua Detroit Black Jornl. Club Connect,
City fr Touth * -

We hav beesn eekng to discover how tele-
-0Mmunicatio uen advance community

problem solvng. It is not enough to produce
brilliant prowgra We want to find out how
this ommunit resource can support the
work of others in the community. In Detroit
re have focused our resources on two prior-
ities the welare of our children and aoe re-

tions. The two hallenges will oooupy us
or yerm to ome. Not oontent with provd-

ing a mirror to ur regions, we have ooented
a more active role a a catalyst and agent
for achamn We hall be publio broadcastes
by articpating In the life of the community
we serve

To Mr. Will we say, stretch a little. Free
yourelf from the deological pouting of peo-
ple Mlh Jarvik. Weigh the acoomplshments
of publio tlviso. onsider its future. The
new technologes you say threaten us offer
new opportunities for public colloquy and
oommunity action

Public television can bring people together
in a quest for understanding and common
purpose. It can be our electronico town hall, a
city quare where deas and opinions are ex-
changed and where people who have been
separated by racial and economio and cul-
tural boundaries can come together in a new
context This in what we have been attempt-
ing to do in Detroit, and we believe that we
are venturing out into the future of public
television. In a time of enormous economco
trantion, uran decay, and resurgent rao-
im, publio television will be distinguished
by the attenton we give to our immdiate
geograpy, the oommunities we serve.
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Publlo television will oontinue to be · ve-

hicle for the dramas of Broadway. the musido
of our cities, and operas of Lincoln Center,
the news of Washington and Wall Street, and
the serious research into the natural world
around s. But it will also expand its role as
a meeting place and forum for the people, en-
lrging the deflnition and meaning of publlo
television. Again to Mr. Will we say, we have
just begun, and the dollars we a requesting
to support public broadcasting will be multt-
plied in the value of ommuncaton services
unavailable anywhere ele. Public television
works Watch it work In the years ahbed.
Nlpping at our heels wl only mako u run a
little fester into a new era of public broad-
casting. And we thmnk yo for that

Sincerely,
RonnT F. LASa.

Prf dent ad .Genevl Manager.

ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

HON. GERRY SIKORESI
OF MInEUSOTA· '

Wednesday, May 27, 1992
Mr. 8 UKORSK Mr. Speakr. hi coupc of
- delegations from around e wortd w

gather hIo sb address vlrwnental prob-
lens on a goba scale-Wel be focucd on

*idng gobally and acting locay-loding at
Ih*gs s cmn do in o orN mnte to make
a difance fr # tie nvlronmcn-t

ThW gloal. acting locally embraea
the theme tat one person.can meke a dif-

renc. Whethr re Sightin for protection of
a enm4romment or fightng for e proection
d o basc hu n rights of a peope. te
m age I Ieo sam r-on person can make
a diFeronc.

Felow Mnnote nd end an American
who ha riecly -oughd for human rights b
Stove Enoan, ounder of le Human Rights
Campalgn Fund. Fighing against hate cries
and bigotry, gnonc and strbbomnss-
Stove has trelessy chdmponed basic human
rights Anericans His battles have not al
ways bsen *W, his b----_Rshffwft not
won wAhout shu~e. but hNs hco tnmen and
dedication embody the deeply moted par of
the human spirtio thirst for uman J hstice.

One person can make a dcfferece-Steve
Endoan has We can loam by his example
and must continue fighting to cany o his
work.

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HOME BUILDERS ASS0CIATION
OF DAYTON AND THE MIAMI
VALLEY

HON. BOB McEWEN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF RIEPRESENATIVES

Wednesday, May 27,1992
Mr. McEWEN. Mr. Speaker, It gives me

great peasure to rlse bday to recognize tat
the Home Builders Association of Dayton and
the Miami Veley wiN celebrate 50 years of
sorviag the houhing kiky on Jame 3, 1a92.

The Homre Buiders Assocaton of Dayton
and he Iaml Valey h a prossonal asso-
datlon afated wth m Oio Home Builders
Associaton and fe National Association of

May 27, 1992
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What the Busb ,esnpaign hu to do is lift

this campaign #o~ eof the rut it ha driftd
Into, and t4el tZ Aeralca people what . at
stake. ls

This Isn't gan e,'3 just about issues
It Isn't an *6el uast about idae
It is an elwetJld0 &out whether or not we

can assure the A, . ca n people that their
government c83 j1,4vLd work for them again.

My friends, R erot is one of the mostp*nomena of our thrdo
amazing politicalo tiae

In himself a that mportant t
Is what he reptsewa#He Isn't the 1re & . won't be tho hst to
my that democr in't working and that If
you trut me P t W, I'l solve all your
problems.n , ,tstr.

That mess e ti sinister,- oom-
ta ust sin l- been heurd all over the
world at varlos 4u w in this oentury. --

That siren Ostl enchanted good. decent
pople who are fr ated and disillusioned.

And on every oeson., people are at-
trated to .s.h plolty and Ignorance be-
cause of genulfl fVoen C6 with their gar-Cuse of genumnt.
ehe role of -2 %abllaon Party, n my

vie. Is tell te American people we
rviewei oa like this any longer.

We need a neow wa Washington.
But the kind of gew way we neeb I one In

which the preldsdt and the Congress share
certain basic a1410".

This doesn't nlfl thPredldent will al-
Thwi st wht be g om"
Franltn k oesint, with tremendous m-

jorities, didn't geyl Itt What he wanted.
What it mdans t tt on the basic issues-

of jobs idt Mewt bhith. and the oeoo-
omy-the predsidnt has a fair canea to aeehis program _ aeid, with the minority In

Congress then to iseP him honest.
The Demoo..t. DLY had that ohance under

Roose D m"t, i Johnlon. and Carter.
Predtden t Buan .e
Bthe hsas to fibtfbr it.
He has to figts o It by making lr to

the AmericaS r.PIS that our system can
work If we an get t trailer-truk mrked
"Divlded Goveatrst" ut of the roadway.

With all due peot. Mr. President, the
problem Isn't "O flI"--the problem is a
Congress ruled by a party that huas been in
power too lon ad b beome a government
unto itself.

uRto Perot Is th wake-p call for all thaoee
who believe that damocratio government
must be made to work and who are willing to
spell out the wa'y it can work n the old-
fashiond AmetU way--before the eleo-
tions.

Ros Perot, for all I know, may ade way
once he comes under publio scrutiny.

But recent mnedl dslosur about his
put do not eem to have stopped him, so I
wouldn't count on It.

But rll say it a*aln, Perot In't nmportant
It is what he rep _nt t that is Important

he is the fooal point of legitimate grievano
with gridlocked, Irrelevant, divided govern-
ment.

f Ros Pe rot never existed. those griev-
ances would be rAI.

It may turn out that the big story of this
campaign wa bow Rosa Perot awakened
both political par.' ll .

If so, he has dons his country a great serv-
Ice.

[From the WI t"hlltlto n Post, May , 1892]
BOB It1"L'S CHALLENGO

(By David S. Broder)
House MLnortv Leader Robert H. Miohel

(R--ll.) is one of thoe fimiliar Washington
figures who usually draws more afeootion
than deferenoe. ptpve he came to Congress
from Peoria In 1, he has been known to

oolleagues a great companion for a song-
feet Or a round of golt But a one of the per-
msnently outnumbered Republica he rare
ly put his stamp-and never his name-on a
maor piece of legislation.

80 there w great spar1 s last week that
It was old-hoe Bob Michel, 6, who defined
the politiaL oonstitutional and Institu-
tional crisi facing this country In 19M more
bluntly than anyone else in either party has

In a tp h that reflected more of Miohel's
own .readtIO than any outdide advice, he
made four bso points

The andideacy of Roas Perot could very
possibly thr th ohoice of the next presi-
dent into the House of Repreentatves, by
denying any oe of the three candidates-
-Perot, George Bush and Bill Clinton-an
elcorollege majority. The ndde-the-

HouSe politickn, with each state delega-
ti on casting a single vote, no m tter its
sie-would be "an utter disaster" for the
ocunt[r, an outrage to the whole concept of
popular sovereignty.

Perot as A Posble president is a eary
prpot, not only ecau "he doesn't have
a clue how to solve en one major Ime."
but becau to che el' eye, at leust-he
ha "the demagogue's gift for oversmplifoi
ticn" and eoald. If elevated to power, 'prove
that "uthOritarnan iM * can happen
here," ..

More Important than Perot himself is the
*el that i powering hb undeelared can-
dldas,-.he frustrnati of the American
people when all they e when they look to
Washington 1r -sqabbling. partisanrhip.
media hyp and legslatve grdlock."

"If Ro Perot neer existed." Michel said
"thOs grievane wonld be reaL"

The IArOe of the fritration-the real re-
son ta grievanoes exist-is the fact of -

-vided overnment n Washtngton. We have
oome to the point in American histry whesr
a president of one prty smply cannot lad
If the Congresa is dominated by the other
party."

That is the ugly secret of Ameran poli-
til and W hnton' failure. But it has
been a long me since any major politician
In either party stood up on his hind leg and
said It to the people.

Back in 19. John P. Kennedy campaigned
by saying that it ade no sense to elect Re.
Jones or Sen. 8mith. good Democrats both,
to Congress "and then put Richard Nixon tn
the White House." He won-arely. Party
loyaltie, though weakened by the six years
of divided government and the spread of
ticketsplitting under Dwight D. Esenhower,
st1u meant something then

But for 20 of the pst 24 yeas we have had
divided government Republican in the
White House and Democrats controlling at
least one and usualy both houses of Con-
gres A whole generatlon has grown up
thinkinr this is natural and normal.

The members of that "permanent" Demo-
oratlc oonremsional majority ertainly did
not tell their constituents that they were
wrong to split their tickets They wanted to
pretend that they would be "effective" no
matter who was in the White House. Maybe
they are bringing home the bacon, but they
are not dealing with national problems.

Still les did Republican presidents and
presidential candidates want to sy, plainly.
that it made no sense to eleot them unless
they had enough allies on Capitol Hill to
pme their programs Ronald Reagan came
olosest to doing It in 1980_--nd the results
Showed: a Republican 8enate and a conserv-
ative-oontrolled Houm. But only for two
years. He retreated into the usual Repub-
lican toleranoe of divided government when
the recssaon swamped the GOP In 18 ,
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Now Miohel has broken the oode of silence

and showed the guts to plead for a Bush cam.
paign that would sty "the only way". to
break the Impasse that Is so frustrating-to
the voters hi to end divided government.
Give one party--ie'd prefer it were the Re-
publicans-ontrol of the White House and
Congress and If they fail to deliver, "kick us
out" in the next eleotion.

Will Bush take the challenge? At the mo-
ment his campaign is so desperate and defen-
sive, In the face of the Perot surge, that no
one knowsa

Will a leading congressional Democrat step
forward to say what Michel has sid-that
the voters are simply courting more frustra-
tion if they reflect Democratio congressional
incambents and then split their tickets for
Buah or Perot?

What is needed is a steady drum-fire of
messages from the leaders of both parties at
both ends of Pennsylvania Avenue nforming
the public of the lesson that has been forgot-
ten .that the olleotlve responsibility that
results from giving one party at a time "a
chanoe to govern," as Michel put it, is the
only real way to ensure acouontabillty In a
representath goverment.

What Bob Michal said s tru 'YoW can el-
ther vote for further frustration In the form
of divided government, or you can pick a
party to trust and hold to account, or you
can pt your omtry's future n the hands of
Rose Perot and his promise to take chargo-
-with all that is nknown about his real goals
and all that is untested about hisr elf-re
strant In the exrose of vast power. -

SUPPORT FOR PUBLICO TELEVISION

HON. JOHN D. DINGEIL

IN T HOUSS OF REPBREN'TIEA --
Wednesday, Mai 27,1992

Mr. DINOELL M. Speaker, several weks
ago George WI wrote a series of cotumrn on
publ broadcastg mat were syndicated in
newspapers across erca While Mr. WI
can be entertaining, and even sometmes.cor-
red, his atack on public broadcatig was
way off emark..

In response to ese colurns, Mr. Robert F.
Lars, te president and general manager of
Detrs public television station, has com-
posed an eloquent and stirring rebuttal to Mr.
W. In W of me mporta ce o public broad-
casting to me American people, I would lke Io
ahare mlt leler wihi my coeague s .

While the House pass-d ie reauozatiOn
br the Corporato for Pubtc Broadcasting
last November, he Senate has not yet acted,
and Members of te House may raise ques-
tions about public televislon when a final bi Is
brought before us later is year. In order to
correc any nsunrderstaxingg s about publc
television generated by Mr. Wlffs colunas, I
Insert Mr. Larson's letter In full:

CtANNL s wRvs,
Detroit, MI, May 7, 1992.

Mr. THOMAs BRAY,
Ed/torl Page Editor. Detroit New. Detroit,

MI.
DEAR M!. BRAY: Channel 56 would like to.

take issue with George Will's columns pub-
lished in The Detroit News editions of April
24 and May S that criticized federal funding
for public broadcasting.

Above all, public television works. It has
acoomplished what Congress has asked of it
and what the 1967 Carnegie Commission
promised It has produced programs 'that
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have enriched our lives at home and I the
clasroom Yet it faoes perennl attempts to
shut It down.

As Broadcasting Magne obsrved 90
yers ao: "If pblic broad-casting draws
large audiences, It is attacked for seeking
the masrs, if it progrunas or mall sele
groups, t s damed as an in erble nob.
If It tacksls tough nus it s trendy, let-
wng, unrepresentatve and msusing th tax-
payers' money; If t presents fine dram and
stimulating discussion, It s l and unin-
volved."

This time around. the arch rilo Is eon-
artta oolumnist George Wil Wll obJets

to public fundin og aI tof
vion not boas the~ to anybmn saepn-

lly wrong with it, but because h regards
it u a luxury, an ornament." and at a time
of massive budget deficits, exendable. He
says It s time to pull the plug or. Dr;
Lawrence Jarvik of the Hetge Foundation
has sUggestd to sell it. o~ hts and kly
tron tube to the highet bidder.

Maybe public teleisin works too well tbr
the ttes and purposes of its eriti. Our
programs refot a wide rane 4t opinions,
not o6 Upollticsa or lnrlosopbl point of
view. Publo tlevsn Insists thLt its audi-
enos have the capacity to ort ut truth
from falsehood and refcts mor, confidence
in the ability of vewers to make up their
own minds thin "iselfpointe dend-
ere do The hanmpons of unifoem ppc-
t hav Identified only · don hor of
"oo liberal programs" out-of 00 hours each
yar. A re t survey found th 19%* of
Americans found public televisin m-
ming neither too liberal r too oomrv-
.tI. . .P .. n its eommitment to
tamnes balanoe, and obectivity. -
The special relaionshp publ broadcast-

tng hs created with Its audienoe is evident
in the broad support It has attrated frm
foundatos corporatios, and individual
contributors. Lat yar, the M telvison
stations that make up the national 3Item
reoeived more thn five tims as muh finan-
ol support from the ouroes as tey re-
oelved from the federal genment. And
WTVl, Detroit Publlo Television, reeived

10 fomn Its communty tor every dollr it
reoeived in fbderal fnd.

But why any federal funds? These ae t
crucial "eed monis" from which have
grown The Civil War, The Macell brer
Newahour, and local programmin and edf-
cational services such a teleo.ures for high
school completion and oollege dgres. They
teleooures or high chool ompleton and
college degree. They are a god invstment
for the American taxpay. and only on dGl-
lar per citizen par year goes to public tle-
vision and radio. So the system works finan-
cially, and tax dollars are veraged to serve
the publo with value fr beyond appro-
priated dollara

George Will brands public televiion an
"upper middle-class entitlement." He ays It
is federally subsded progrmming for an
elite few. But It is Mr. Will himself who hi
sounding "elitist" in asrting that people
not in that "upper middle cla' aren't
watching. Publio. tlevision's viewership
closely mirror the American populaton.
Publlc television reahe 87 mllon peopie a
week. Sesame Street reaches nearly a quar-
ter of all U.S. households. with Incomes
under 310.00. In general, more than half of
all public television viewers (59%) Itve in
households with incomes under 40,000 a
year.

Nor is public televison merelyfderally
subsidized competitionfr the commercial
channels. It is an enterprise which has en-
larged the vision of the entire industry. I
commercial channels and television produo-
ers entered into areas of educational. public

ahlirs and cltural programming that were
onoe largely a blic levision monopoly, It
le becase publio television demonstrated
the viability of thes programs and an audi-
ence for thm. Thoe channol which Oeorge
Will thinks shoud supplant public broad-
casting exist t all becaue of ex-
amunple and ledership The future of broad-
casting would be diminiahed without it.

Interetingy, o one is arguing about the
signifian of tes pat achievemnts of pub-

broadcasting. Prai s unanimous for the
contributions of Nature Nova M terpiec
The . Joseph Oampbell Paarotti. es-
ms Stret .- and The MacNell~brer

New ur. Why then are questions being
rased about publio televisions' plae in the
future? And why do we spetulat that pub-
he television, which created the first sat-
ellit network, closed cptioning for the
hearting impan and descriptve video for
the visually Impand will be overwhelmed
and made superfous by', proliferation of
technologies and channels?
.WTVS hs entered what we believe will be

the mot d m , challenging, and useful
period. in ts htor. It engaged in an ad-
ventue that mnploys new technologies and
r ao a enlarged relatiosip with the
community. The sation has orged ne

tership _with ommunity organizations
and agenc, reliious nstution, the
pre and ommercial radio and television

order to w ogether for a bettr futur
theb c iobldr en Southeatern Michigan.

. UTV hasU bee a rm fe individuals and
*rup*4o--*4zprs heir onoe and. to

onront special-intarests. We have been
learning center, a m m for adult edu-

ati, a provider of ollege credit courses,
,and resour station for literacy efforts, an
:pstron to meeting'where thousadrs

e eom e to her. We hav ben a wa*y-ta-
-tin for those planng strategies to combat
subtane abuse a oilitator bor eoalttons
of those oono rnd about children a risk.
the unemployed the 1homeless, and dropouts.
We have called tse effrts Proect Gradua-
ton, Tle Workng Cannel, Project LIt-
erauy, Detroit Blr Journal Club Connect,
Cty r Y Yoth* e * .

We have been seeking to discover how tele-
_ .. nbcstn anm advance community

problem oling. t t not enough to produce
brilliant programs. We want to find out how
this eommunit reouroe an support the
work a of oer in the community. In Detroit
we have foosed our reouroes on two prior-
itiee the welfar of our children and raoe re-
lations Thes two challenges w1 occupy us
for yea to come Not content with provd-
tng a mirror to our regon we have accepted

more active role as a catalyt and gent
for changer We shall be public broadcasters
by participating in the lle of the oommunity

To Mr. Wl we say, stretch a little. Free
yourself from the ideological pouting of peo-
ple like Jarvik. Weigh the accomplishments
of publio toelevsi Ononsider Its futre. The
new technologies you a threaten us offer
new opportunitiesr for public colloquy and
community action.

Public television can bring people together
in · quest for understanding and common
pupose. It can be our eleotronic town hall, a
city square where Idea and opinions are ex-
changed and where people who have been
separated by racial and economic and cul-
tural boundaries can oome together in a new
oontext. This t what we have been attempt-
ing to do in Detroit, and we belleve that we
ar venturing out into the future of public
television. In a tme of enormous economic
tranlton, urban deoay, and resurgent rac-
Ism, publo television will be distingudshed
by the attention we give to our Immediate
geohgraY. the communities we serve.

Publi television will continue to be a vs-
hicle for the dramas of Broadway. the madeio
of our eltles, and operas of Lincoln enter.
the news of Washington and Wall Street. and
the serious research Into the nataral world
around us But It will also expand ts role a
a meeting place and forum for th people, en-
·largin the defsnition and meaning of publico
television. Again to Mr. Will we samy, we have
ust begun. and the dollars we ar requesting

to support public broadcasting will be multl-
plied in the value of communication servies
unavailable anywhere el. Publio television
works Watch it work in the years ahead.
Nipplng at our heels will only mae ua run a
little fuster into a new era of publio broad-
oasting. And we thnk you for that.

incerely.
'' R FB P. LARSON.

Presdent and Oeneral Manager.

ONE PERSON CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

. . b':F i A'.
HO -'GGERRY TOFSM

Wenesda,. May.27, 1992
WMr. SKORSKn . Mr. Spoker. nr a couple of

welks, delegtlionom aound world wid
-. S b'nnro lo aeddr rnmn prob-

Ilen M on a gbl cale.-Wel be focused on
dndg goblly *ad actig kbdcy--lo g at

,lhgs r can do inour communiti to make
a difforenc for I vone ·t ;.
: TNidn glx. y, actIngi localy nbmcs

le thmne at one perso can make a if-
mronce Whewer 's Igng for protection of

our mr or ghtlng for ie protection
d to bulo human ights of peopl. fe
meesge Is ie samre-one person can make
a differenoe..

Felow:, ,lnnetn, friend and n American
who has treleely ogh for human rights b
Steve Enda nounder of le Huan Rghts
Csmrplgn Fund ightng against hate cms
aid bgotry, Ignonce and 'tbomnes&-
Stove has ,lrelesly cdhamponed basic human
righ for Aerican His batties have rot a
ways been osesy, hi riot
won wtxxdm stnggkN but his cm tnerd and
dedication emrody the deeply roted part of
the twuman h pk--the Vt for human ce.

One person can make a difference-Steve
Endoan ha We can learn by his example
and must continue fiting to carry out his
wod

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HOME BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OF DAYTON AND THE MIAMI
VALLEY

HON. BOB MEWEN
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUs3 OF REnPRESTATIVES
Wednesday, May 27, 1992

Mr. McEWEN. Mr. Speaker, It gives me
great pleasure rise btoday to recognize that
the Home Builders Association of Dayton and
te Mini VleRey will celebrate 50 years of
eerng the housing Idstry on June 3, 192.

The Home Builders Association of Dayton
and he Miami Vand y Is a pmfessional asso-
dsctn ad ated wi the ONto Home Buiders
Association ad the fNatonal Association of

E 1543


