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Before the

Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

	In the Matter of

Amendment of Parts 13 and 80 of the Commission’s Rules Concerning Maritime Communications

Petition for Rule Making Filed by Globe Wireless, Inc.

Federal Communications Bar Association’s Petition for Forbearance from Section 310(d) of the Communications Act Regarding Non-Substantial Assignments of Wireless Licenses and Transfers of Control Involving Telecommunications Carriers

     and

Personal Communications Industry Association’s Broadband Personal Communications Services Alliance’s Petition for Forbearance for Broadband Personal Communications Services
	)

)

)

)

)

)
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)

)

)

)
)
)
)
)
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)
	WT Docket No. 00-48 

RM-9499


ORDER EXTENDING COMMENT AND REPLY COMMENT PERIOD
   Adopted:  July 20, 2000
Released:  July 21, 2000
Comment Date:  August 23, 2000

Reply Comment Date:  September 21, 2000

By the Chief, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau:

1.  On July 14, 2000, the United States Coast Guard (USCG) requested that the time for filing comments in response to the Notice of Proposed Rule Making (Notice) in the above-captioned proceeding released by the Commission on March 24, 2000,
 be extended forty-five days, from July 24, 2000, to September 7, 2000.

2.  The USCG notes that the Notice asked commenters to review Part 80 of the Commission’s Rules and identify any rules that were obsolete, unnecessary, or duplicative.  The USCG states that it needs additional time to propose many routine regulation updates and deletions as it has not been possible to complete a comprehensive review of Part 80 regulations in the time provided.  Further, the USCG states that it and other groups will be proposing to incorporate several International Maritime Organization (IMO) and International Telecommunications Union (ITU) regulation changes.

3.  The Commission does not routinely grant extensions of time.
  In this instance, however, it is desirable that the record be as complete as possible and that it include the views of as large a cross section of the maritime radio community as possible.  This interest must be balanced, however, against the fact that certain rules applicable to past safety systems have become obsolete or redundant, and it is necessary to implement previous changes in IMO and ITU regulations or standards.  Moreover, we note that the original comment period, of ninety days after the Notice was published in the Federal Register, was substantial.  After considering all of these circumstances, we believe an extension of thirty days is warranted and would provide interested parties sufficient time to respond to the Notice in the above-captioned proceeding.  We therefore extend the period of time for filing comments to and including August 23, 2000, and we extend the period for filing reply comments to and including September 21, 2000.

4.  IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that pursuant to Section 1.46 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.46, the United States Coast Guard’s request to extend the deadline for filing comments in this proceeding, filed July 14, 2000, is GRANTED IN PART and DENIED IN PART to the extent indicated.

5.  This action is taken under delegated authority pursuant to Sections 0.131 and 0.331 of the Commission’s Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.131, 0.331.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

D’wana R. Terry

Chief, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division

Wireless Telecommunications Bureau

� Amendment of Parts 13 and 80 of the Commission's Rules Concerning Maritime Communications, Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Memorandum Opinion and Order, WT Docket No. 00-48, FCC 00-105 (rel. March 24, 2000); see Maritime Communications, 65 Fed. Reg. 21694 (2000).


� 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(a).
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