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PUBLIC NOTICE
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Federal Communications Commission



445 12th St., S.W.



Washington, D.C. 20554

DA 00-83

Released: January 18, 2000

WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU SEEKS COMMENT ON REQUEST FOR WAIVER BY THE CITY OF TUCSON, ARIZONA, FOR AUTHORIZATION OF TEN ADDITIONAL 800 MHZ CONVENTIONAL CHANNELS FOR MOBILE DATA OPERATIONS


Comment Date:  February 17, 2000



Reply Comment Date:  March 3, 2000


On July 6, 1999, the City of Tucson (Tucson) requested a waiver of Sections 90.623(a) and 90.625(a) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 90.623(a), 90.625(a), in order to be authorized on an exclusive basis ten (10) additional conventional 800 MHz channels for mobile data operations in the Tucson area (Request).  Tucson currently operates a nine-channel conventional 800 MHz system with 650 mobile units, which it uses for computer aided dispatch.  Tucson seeks to expand the system to include such mobile data functions as electronic mail; display of maps, blueprints, digital fingerprints and mug shots; and filing of incident reports from the field.  It states that it needs additional frequencies in order to implement these plans.  Tucson states that it wishes to operate its system in the conventional mode because the trunking mode is not the most efficient mode for a mobile data system with heavy throughput requirements. It further states that because its system will be used exclusively for transmitting IP-based text and graphics, more bandwidth is needed than would be necessary for a voice system with the same number of mobile units.


Section 90.623(a) states that a licensee may not obtain more than five (5) 800 MHz channels in a given area for operation in the conventional mode.  In addition, Section 90.625(a) provides that an 800 MHz channel must have seventy (70) mobile stations before it will be assigned for a licensee's exclusive use.  With the additional ten channels that Tucson requests, its system would have a total of nineteen (19) channels, requiring 1,330 mobile stations to meet the requirement of 70 mobile units per channel.  Thus, Tucson requests a waiver in order to obtain exclusive use of additional 800 MHz channels for conventional operation. 


Interested parties may file comments on the Request on or before February 17, 2000.  Parties interested in submitting reply comments must do so on or before March 3, 2000.  All comments should reference the subject Request, including the DA number of this Public Notice, and should be filed with the Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission, 445 Twelfth Street, S. W., TW-A325, Washington, D. C. 20554.  A copy of each filing should be sent to International Transcription Services, Inc. (ITS), 1231 20th Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20036, (202) 857-3800, and to Maurice J. DePont, Federal Communications Commission, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, Policy and Rules Branch, 445 Twelfth Street, S. W., Room 4-C401, Washington, D. C.  20554.


The full text of the Request, comments, and reply comments will be available for inspection and duplication during regular business hours in the Reference Information Center (RIC) of the Consumer Information Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, 445 Twelfth Street, S. W., Room CY-A257, Washington, D. C.  20554.  Copies also may be obtained from ITS.  For further information regarding the public reference file for this Request, contact Maria Ringold, Chief, Wireless Branch, RIC, (202) 418-1350.


Unless otherwise provided, requests for waiver of the Commission's Rules are subject to treatment by the Commission as restricted proceedings for ex parte purposes under Section 1.1208 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1208.  Because of the policy implications and potential impact of this proceeding on land mobile licensees not parties to the waiver request, we believe it would be in the public interest to treat this case as a permit-but-disclose proceeding under the ex parte rules.  See 47 C.F.R. §§ 1.1200(a), 1.1206.  Therefore, subsequent to the release of this Public Notice, ex parte presentations that are made with respect to the issues involved in the subject Request will be allowed but must be disclosed in accordance with the requirements of Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.1206(b).


For further information, contact Maurice J. DePont of the Policy and Rules Branch of the Public Safety and Private Wireless Division of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau at (202) 418-0680, TTY (202) 418-7233.


By the Chief, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau.
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