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WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUREAU AND INTERNATIONAL BUREAU  GRANT CONSENT FOR TRANSFER OF CONTROL AND ASSIGNMENT OF LICENSES FROM  RADIOFONE, INC. TO SBC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

WT Dkt. No. 99-355

Pursuant to sections 4(i) and 310(d) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §§ 154(i), 310(d), and sections 0.261 and  0.331 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 0.261, 0.331, the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and International Bureau approve the applications requesting Commission consent to transfer control of or assign licenses and authorizations currently held by Radiofone, Inc. (Radiofone), or its affiliates, to SBC Communications, Inc. (SBC) or its subsidiary, Southwestern Bell Wireless, Inc. (SBWI).  These applications pertain to licenses for cellular, paging, private land mobile, PCS, and microwave services,
 and domestic fixed satellite earth stations.  No comments or petitions to deny were received in response to the Public Notice announcing that the applications had been accepted for filing.  See DA 99-2809, released December 15, 1999.

Pursuant to the proposed transaction, RFI, Inc., an SBC subsidiary, will be merged with and into Radiofone, causing Radiofone to become a wholly owned subsidiary of SBC.  SBC will thereby obtain control over the licenses and authorizations controlled by Radiofone and three of its affiliates, Baton Rouge Cellular Telephone Company, Houma/Thibodaux Cellular Partnership, and Radiofone Services, L.L.C.  SBC has also agreed to purchase the E block PCS license for BTA 180 (Hammond, Louisiana) from Radiofone PCS, L.L.C., which is under common control with Radiofone.  That E block PCS license will be assigned to an SBC subsidiary, SBWI.  


In one market affected by these applications, Michigan RSA No. 5, consummation of this transaction without corrective measures would cause SBC to violate the ownership limit stated in Section 22.942(a) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 22.942(a).  SBC’s indirect subsidiary Ameritech Mobile Communication, Inc. (Ameritech) currently holds a non-controlling 11.9 percent general partnership interest in the Cellular North-Michigan Network General Partnership (CNMNG), which operates a B-band cellular system in Michigan RSA No. 5, where Radiofone is the A-band licensee.  The parties have stated that SBC will cause Ameritech to dispose of its non-controlling interest to a third party prior to the consummation of the instant merger between SBC and Radiofone.  Grant of these applications is therefore conditioned upon the divestiture of Ameritech’s interest in CNMNG prior to consummation of the proposed assignment of Radiofone’s license in Michigan RSA No. 5, pursuant to Section 22.942(b) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 22.942(b).


Pursuant to section 1.103 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. § 1.103, the consent granted herein is effective upon release of this Public Notice.  Pursuant to sections 1.106(f) and 1.115(a) of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. §§ 1.106(f), 1.115(a), petitions for reconsideration and applications for review may be filed within thirty days of the release of this public notice.  


For further information, contact John Branscome, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Commercial Wireless Division, at (202) 418-8205 (Parts 22 and 24), Monica Desai, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, Public Safety and Private Wireless Division, at (202) 418-0680 (Parts 90 and 101), or Jeanette Spriggs, International Bureau, at (202) 418-0727 (Part 25). 

-FCC-
� 	This Public Notice does not grant consent to transfer control of point-to-point microwave authorization WLW537, which is no longer operational.






