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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


                    NEWS MEDIA CONTACT

March 23, 2009

                                                        David Fiske at (202) 418-0513

STATEMENT OF FCC ACTING CHAIRMAN MICHAEL J. COPPS
ON THE NOMINATION OF COMMISSIONER ADELSTEIN 
TO BE ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE


I congratulate my friend and colleague Jonathan Adelstein on the announcement that President Obama intends to nominate him for the critically important post of Administrator for the Rural Utilities Service.  Jonathan will, upon his confirmation, bring a depth of knowledge, experience and commitment to the job that will enable him to make a huge contribution to advancing the well-being of rural America.  He knows the issues and challenges inside-out and will be able to hit the ground running, which is exactly what's needed since RUS has been given such extraordinary responsibilities by the recently enacted American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.

Simply put, Jonathan’s years at the FCC have been dedicated to advancing the public interest across the wide gamut of telecommunications and media issues.  He's been a true leader, an eloquent spokesman, and a delight to work with.  I look forward to continuing to work with him on the issues we both believe in and to continuing the friendship that we and our families share.
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