
Diversity Committee Member Biographies
Jenny Alonzo

President, National Association for Multiethnicity In Communications; Vice President, Production & Inventory Operations, Lifetime Television
Jenny Alonzo is Vice President of Production and Inventory Operations for Lifetime Television.  In that role, Alonzo oversees production and operations for the network’s creative services and marketing department for all on-air and off-air efforts.  She directs strategy and implementation of resource allocations, including budgeting and personnel, on-location print and video shooting, talent coordination, and all pre- and post-production scheduling.  
Alonzo currently serves as President of the Board of Directors of NAMIC, Inc., the dynamic trade organization comprised of more than 1,200 industry professionals, with membership in 16 regional chapters nationwide.   As NAMIC’s first Latina president, since 2002, Alonzo has worked tirelessly to help secure executive management opportunities for all people of color – African Americans, Native Americans, Asians and Latinos – helping to shape a true picture of diversity in the telecommunications industry.  Alonzo steers NAMIC’s board of directors to meet the association’s objectives and support NAMIC programs designed to achieve diversity in leadership, employment, procurement, programming and ownership -- such as the Annual NAMIC Conference, a cornerstone of Cable Diversity Week; and the L. Patrick Mellon Mentorship Program and its Executive Leadership Development Program (ELDP) at the UCLA Anderson Graduate School of Business. 

A fellow of the distinguished Betsy Magness Leadership Institute, a member of Women in Cable and Telecommunications, New York Women in Communications, and the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, Alonzo is also an advocate and volunteer for the mentally retarded and learning disabled community in New York City.

Alonzo has a Bachelor of Science degree in communications from St. John’s University in New York.  She resides in New York with her husband and two daughters.

Decker Anstrom
President, COO, Landmark Communications
In January 2002, Decker Anstrom became president and chief operating officer of Landmark Communications, Inc. in Norfolk, Virginia.  He also serves as chairman of The Weather Channel, which is owned by Landmark.  Prior to assuming his current role, Mr. Anstrom was the president and chief executive officer of The Weather Channel in Atlanta, Georgia beginning in August 1999.

Mr. Anstrom previously served as president and chief executive officer of the National Cable Television Association (NCTA) in Washington D.C., where he acted as the industry’s chief public representative and lobbyist.  He joined NCTA in November 1987 and served as executive vice president before becoming president and CEO in January 1994.  During his tenure, Mr. Anstrom strengthened relations with Capitol Hill and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) policy makers and led the cable industry’s efforts that helped result in the enactment of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.

Prior to joining NCTA, Mr. Anstrom was president of Public Strategies, a Washington, D.C.-based public policy consulting firm where he directed a broad range of public policy and economic analyses for investment banking and corporate clients. 

From 1978 to 1981, Mr. Anstrom was an assistant director of the White House Office of Presidential Personnel, handling presidential appointments to the Cabinet and other senior political posts.  Prior to this post, Mr. Anstrom was a senior staff member in the Office of Management and Budget, Executive Office of the President, where he worked on various government reorganization projects, specifically the creation of the U.S. Department of Education.

Mr. Anstrom graduated with a B.A. from Macalester College in St. Paul, MN, where he was a member of Phi Beta Kappa.  He also attended for one year the Woodrow Wilson Graduate School of Public and International Affairs at Princeton University.

Mr. Anstrom is a member of the Board of Directors and Executive Committee of the NCTA.  He is a director of the Comcast Corporation. He also serves on the Board of the Women in Cable and Telecommunications (WICT) Foundation, the Board of Directors for WHRO (Hampton Roads Public Television), and the Macalester College Board of Trustees.  Mr. Anstrom is a member of the Board and past chairman of The Walter Kaitz Foundation Board of Trustees.  
Andrew Barrett

Managing Director, The Barrett Group, Inc.
Andrew C. Barrett is a former Federal Communications Commission (FCC) commissioner.  He was nominated twice by President George H. Bush and confirmed by the U.S. Senate to serve as a member of the Federal Communication Commission (FCC).  He also served as a commissioner of the Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC).  Barrett is presently the managing director of the Barrett Group, Inc.

Barrett has an exceptional depth of experience in telecommunications, cable and wireless matters both domestically and globally.  Barrett served seven years, from 1989 until 1996, as an FCC commissioner, and nine years, from 1980 until 1989, as an ICC commissioner.  In Illinois he was deeply involved in the regulation of the telecommunications, electricity, gas and water industries.  He also served as the assistant director of the Illinois Department of Business and Economic Development; and assistant professor at the City colleges of Chicago; and the president of the Mid-America Regulatory Commissioners Conference (MARC).

During his regulatory career, Mr. Barrett was a member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) executive committee, the NARUC committee on communications and sat as Chair of the NARUC Committee on Water.  Additionally, he serves on the boards of the Chicago Urban League, the Breast Cancer Resource Committee and the New Mexico State University Advisory Council.  He serves on the corporate boards of Marathon Media, Telecommunications Systems, Inc., Davel Communications Company and Translink Utilities Transmission Company.

Barrett is a graduate of Roosevelt University of Chicago (B.A.), Loyola University of Chicago (M.A.) and DePaul University (J.D.) He is the recipient of numerous awards including the De Paul University Alumni Association’s Distinguished Alumni Award, Northeastern Illinois University President’s Service Award, the University of Georgia, Terry College of Business Honoree, the Chicago Boys-Girls Club Community Leadership Award and the Chicago Urban League of the Year.

Mr. Barrett has published over 30 articles on telecommunications, mass media, cable and electricity issues.

Matthew Blank

CHAIRMAN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER,

SHOWTIME NETWORKS INC.
In a career spanning more than 20 years, Matthew C. Blank has made a significant and indelible mark on the cable television industry. As Chairman and CEO of Showtime Networks Inc., he has overall responsibility for all of Showtime Networks’ channels and multiplexes.  He also oversees Showtime Pay Per View, and serves on the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors for SUNDANCE CHANNEL (owned by Showtime Networks Inc., Robert Redford and Universal Studios), as well as the Board of Phoenix Pictures. 

Mr. Blank has been with Showtime since 1988, assuming the position of President and Chief Operating Officer in 1991, followed by President and Chief Executive Officer. Prior to that he served as Executive Vice President, Marketing, Showtime Networks Inc., where he oversaw all the network’s consumer marketing, creative services and public relations functions.  Before joining Showtime, Mr. Blank worked for Home Box Office Inc. for 12 years, departing as Senior Vice President of Consumer Marketing.

During Mr. Blank’s tenure at SHOWTIME, he has helped transform the network into one of the most successful premium channels.  Some of the network’s critically-acclaimed and award-winning projects have included WILD IRIS, DAMAGED CARE, LAUGHTER ON THE 23RD FLOOR, THE DAY REAGAN WAS SHOT, DIRTY PICTURES, RATED X, and THE BABY DANCE. In addition, SHOWTIME has rescued several projects deemed too controversial for other networks, including THE BELIEVER, LOLITA, MORE TALES OF THE CITY, FURTHER TALES OF THE CITY, and BASTARD OUT OF CAROLINA.  The network has produced several films that had a pre-SHOWTIME theatrical release, including DOWN IN THE DELTA and the Oscar-winning GODS AND MONSTERS. Additionally, SHOWTIME has been repeatedly voted “Network of the Year” by the World Boxing Association, International Boxing Federation and the World Boxing Council.  

Mr. Blank is active in numerous industry associations.  He currently serves on the Board of Directors and the Executive Committee of the National Cable Television Association (NCTA).  He is also on the Board of the Walter Kaitz Foundation and the Executive Committee.  Mr. Blank’s service to the National Association of Minorities in Communications (NAMIC) and Cable Positive are also among his many distinctions.  

 While at Showtime Mr. Blank has garnered many awards, including the NCTA’s prestigious Vanguard Award for Marketing in 1991 and the Vanguard Award in the Programming category in 1999.   In 1997, he received the second annual GLAAD (Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) Fairness Award.  In 2000, he was honored with the Corporate Award from the National Corporate Theatre Fund for the network’s presentation of “Death Of A Salesman.”  Also in 2000, Mr. Blank received the “Corporate Vision Award” from the Los Angeles Gay & Lesbian Center.  In 2001, he was awarded a proclamation at the 2001 Pride Awards at City Hall in New York City and he received the “Courage Award” from New York’s Anti-Violence Project.  Also in 2001, he was the recipient of People For The American Way Foundation's prestigious “Spirit of Liberty” award at their 17th annual gala.  In 2003, he was honored with the UJA-Federation of NY’s Entertainment Media & Communications Division Award and the “Friends of NAMIC Award” from National Association of Minorities in Communications.  Mr. Blank also received the 2003 Grand TAM Award from the Cable and Telecommunications Association for Marketing, that organization's highest honor. 

In addition to his numerous accomplishments within the industry, Mr. Blank is a trustee of the Harlem Children’s Zone, and is a member of the Board of Directors for the Creative Coalition, PENCIL (Public Education Needs Civic Involvement in Learning) and the American Museum of the Moving Image.  He is also Vice Chairman of the National Conference for Community and Justice.

Mr. Blank is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business and he holds an M.B.A. from Baruch College.  Mr. Blank resides in New York City with his wife, Susan McGuirk, and their children, Meredith and Gordon.
Maria Brennan
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, American Women in Radio and Television
Maria E. Brennan is the Executive Director of American Women in Radio and Television (AWRT) and its sister foundation. Brennan has nearly 20 years of non-profit executive management experience, with a particular expertise in women’s-based associations.

Brennan has been instrumental in the growth and success of the association’s most

critical franchises, including the Gracie Allen Awards® and the Silver Satellite Awards

programs. In addition, Brennan is AWRT’s executive focal point in the development and

launch of the Foundation’s nationwide radio PSA campaign entitled AWRT Empowering

America.

Brennan is an experienced advocate for workplace equality issues on Capitol Hill, before

the FCC and the US SBA. She has represented numerous women’s-based non-profits,

including AWRT, AFEMCO, the National Association of Women Business Owners, and

the American Society of Women Accountants. Brennan is a frequently quoted expert on

issues of pay equity and work/life balance. She has been published, featured and quoted

in such magazines as Working Mother, Working Woman, Association Meetings,

Meeting/News, Talent in Motion, and IDEAS. Brennan has been a featured speaker and

moderator at various trade conferences and continuing education seminars.

Brennan is a member of the Preservation Board of the Golden Age of Television,

Advisory Council Member of the US Chamber of Commerce "Access America” diversity

initiative and Wyndham's Women on Their Way Board of Directors. She is a coalition

partner of Women Impacting Public Policy and a member of American Society of

Association Executives, the Greater Washington Society of Association Executives,

Association of Women in Communications and the US Women’s Chamber of

Commerce.

Brennan is a native Washingtonian where she currently resides with her husband,

Michael, and their two daughters, Alexa and Olivia.

Benita Fitzgerald Mosley

President, Women in Cable & Telecommunications
Since March of 2001, Benita Fitzgerald Mosley has served as President of Women in Cable & Telecommunications (WICT), a 5,000-member association for women in the rapidly converging telecommunications industries. For nearly 25 years, WICT has supported its mission to develop women leaders who transform our industry and continues to play a significant role in determining how women will contribute to the fast changing world of broadband, telecommunications and cable. WICT’s PAR Initiative is the organization’s latest groundbreaking study that will measure the cable industry in three areas that are key to women’s success:  Pay Equity, Advancement Opportunities, and Resources for Work/Life Support.

Benita joined WICT after serving the United States Olympic Committee (USOC) in a variety of roles from 1995-2001.  During that time, Benita served as director of Olympic Training Centers, director of public relations programs, and as the chair of the USOC Diversity Committee. Benita is past president of the Board of Trustees and a current member of the Board of Stewards for the Women's Sports Foundation, an organization that promotes opportunities for girls and women in sports and fitness. Benita is also a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., the USOC Diversity Committee, the Corporate Advisory Board for USA Track & Field, the Citizenship Through Sports Alliance, the Advisory board for Heart & Soul magazine and the board of directors of the VA Sports Hall of Fame. 

Benita’s professional success was preceded by an equally successful career as a world-class athlete. Benita won a gold medal in the 100-meter hurdles in the 1984 Olympic Games in Los Angeles, CA. She was also a member of the 1980 U.S. Olympic team and an alternate on the 1988 team. She is the second American, after Babe Didrickson, and the only African-American woman to win an Olympic gold medal in the 100-meter hurdles. Benita is married to Ron Mosley and they have a 4-year old son named Isaiah.  They are expecting their second child in November.  Benita and her family reside in Haymarket, VA.
A. Anthony Gee

MANAGING PARTNER, THE CARTHAGE GROUP
Mr. Gee is the Managing Partner of The Carthage Group, a New York-based private equity firm where he specializes in technology and communications investments. Prior to Carthage, Mr. Gee served as CFO and Senior Consultant for New York Online, a New York-based technology consulting firm.  Mr. Gee has also served as a Corporate Finance Associate in Smith Barney’s Technology and Communications Group and Summer Corporate Finance Associate in Salomon Brothers’ Media and Mergers & Acquisitions Groups.  
Prior to investment banking, Mr. Gee was a Research Analyst at New Science Associates, an emerging technology and strategy think-tank (acquired by Gartner Group).  Mr. Gee received an M.B.A. in finance from New York University’s Stern School of Business, where he was a NYU Graduate Fellow and a B.S. in Computer Science, with a concentration in Artificial Intelligence from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, where he was a National Science Foundation Scholar. Mr. Gee is a frequent speaker at the NYU’s Stern School of Business, Columbia Business School and Harvard Business School on entrepreneurship and private equity. He currently sits on the board of Connectiva Systems.  

Joan Gerberding

President, Nassau Radio Network
Joan E. Gerberding, President of Nassau Media Partners in Princeton, NJ has been in the broadcasting industry for 35 years.  She has a proven record of accomplishments leading startups, capturing market share, driving growth in revenue and creating successful strategic marketing, branding and public relation campaigns. She is considered a leading spokesperson on diversity, leadership and mentoring in the radio and broadcasting industries.  An innovative and strategic thinker, a dynamic and inclusive leader, she is known throughout the broadcasting industry for her strong people skills and engaging smile.  
She is no stranger to a variety of media or to building companies around new and innovative concepts.  In 1975, after six years as a writer and photographer in several corporate advertising departments and ad agencies, Ms. Gerberding joined the radio industry as an Account Executive with WCOD-FM in Hyannis, Massachusetts. She was promoted to GSM in 1977 and then to Vice President in 1979.  Under her leadership, WCOD achieved record advertising sales and became the number one rated radio station in Cape Cod.  

In 1980 Ms. Gerberding joined Nassau Broadcasting Partners as Sales Development Manager and quickly rose to a senior management position to become an integral part of the company’s growth.  In 1982, she was promoted to General Sales Manager and subsequently, to Vice President/Sales Vice President, and, in 1990, Vice President/General Manager.  Her creative and inspiring leadership during these years grew advertising revenues an average of 20% annually.
In 1995, as part of the executive team that purchased strategically placed radio stations throughout the northeast corridor, Ms. Gerberding was promoted to EVP/COO and oversaw the integration of 19 new radio stations into the company’s new portfolio.  Over the next two years, Gerberding launched the Jersey RADIO Network (JRN) and became President of this in-house national sales division. Charged with creating a market around the concept on a nationwide level, Ms. Gerberding and her staff drove national revenues from $2 million in just under four years.  

In the fall of 2000, Ms. Gerberding chartered new territory again when she formed Nassau Media Partners to identify and integrate digital media into consumer venues for high-impact, precisely targeted content and advertising. The first project was the launch of a closed cable TV station in the PATH train stations for the NY/NJ Port Authority.  Next came the integration of dynamic digital displays, a new industry, of which Gerberding immediately moved to the forefront. Several other projects, including system placements at retail and commuter venues—some in conjunction with other radio companies—are now in the works. 
Ms. Gerberding is the former national President of American Women in Radio and Television, and in 2002, was named the #1 Most Influential Woman in Radio by Radio Ink Magazine and received the Radio Advertising Bureau’s coveted Radio Wayne Award as “Broadcaster of the Year”.  She has appeared on various radio, TV and cable talk shows, been a guest panelist and lecturer at numerous conferences, written and produced an award winning film, and has been a contributing writer to several industry magazines and educational journals.  

Radio Ink Magazine has called her “. . . one of the most visible and hard working women in the industry.”  When she’s not hiking the world, Ms. Gerberding lives just outside of Princeton, in Skillman, NJ. 
Steve Hillard

President, CEO, Council Tree Communications
Steve Hillard was born in Dallas, Texas, in 1947.  His family later moved to Grand Junction, Colorado where he was raised.  He obtained his B.A. from Colorado State University and M. A. from Columbia University before obtaining his J.D.S. from Fleming Law School at the University of Colorado in 1976.   Steve also served as a Law Clerk to Justice William H. Erickson on the Colorado Supreme Court.  

Mr. Hillard’s career as an attorney began at Graham & James in 1977 as an associate and then partner in the Alaska office of this international law firm based in San Francisco.  He went on to become Managing Partner in the Alaska office of the highly regarded Los Angeles-based law firm, Munger, Tolles & Olson from 1984-1986.  

Mr. Hillard joined Cook Inlet Region Inc., one of the largest Alaska Native Corporations, in 1984 as Vice-President and General Counsel.  Over the next fourteen years he went on to become President and Chief Executive Officer of Cook Inlet Communications.

Mr. Hillard returned home to Colorado in 1998 to form Council Tree Communications.  His company continues to develop unique opportunities with strategic operating partners and seeks to responsibly develop enhanced diversity of ownership in communications.  Since inception, Council Tree has developed transactions with investment commitments of over $3.1 billion including controlling interest in three television stations (Denver, Philadelphia, El Paso), two radio stations, the Telemundo Network, and Alaska Native Wireless, the largest minority-controlled FCC auction licenses winner in history.

Mr. Hillard has served on the Board of Directors of Telemundo Network.  

Mr. Hillard has three children:  Jessica (21), Scott (19) and Stephanie (18).

Priscilla Hill-Ardoin

Senior Vice-President, Regulatory Compliance, SBC
As SBC’s senior regulatory compliance officer, Priscilla Hill-Ardoin will lead the company’s new regulatory compliance unit, ensuring that SBC has the policies and procedures in place to maintain full compliance with all state and federal regulatory requirements governing telecommunications.

Prior to being appointed on September 1, 2002 to her current position, Priscilla Hill-Ardoin was responsible for the management of regulatory matters affecting SBC and its affiliates before the Federal Communications Commission and coordination and support of the regulatory and external affairs activities in its in-region territory, as well as wireline operations nationally and internationally.

In June 1999, Hill-Ardoin served as president-Missouri for Southwestern Bell and was responsible for all regulatory, legislative and external affairs activities in Missouri.

Since joining Southwestern Bell in 1975, Hill-Ardoin has held numerous management positions with SBC Communications Inc. and several of its subsidiaries including Southwestern Bell Telephone Company and Southwestern Bell Yellow pages.  She served as associate vice president-corporate services for SBC and as chairman of the board for the SBC Foundation, the company’s philanthropic entity.  She has served as the company’s director of diversity, and held positions in strategic planning, marketing and network operations.

Additionally, she represented SBC in an Executive Exchange Program where she served on the International Operations Subcommittee of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives handling international Telecommunications Issues.

Hill-Ardoin has received numerous awards and distinctions, including:

· Honorary Doctorate of Law, Harris-Stowe State College

· National Eagle Leadership (NELI) Award

· Houston NewsPages Woman of Distinction Award

· Epworth Family Champion Award

· YWCA Academy of Leaders (St. Louis)

· “America’s Best & Brightest Business and Professional Men & Women,” Dollars & Sense magazine

· Phenomenal Woman Award; Spelman University Alumni

· Distinguished Alumni Award, Washington University, 2000

· Distinguished Alumni Award, Purdue University, 2002

Before joining Southwestern Bell, she started the Communications Department at Prairie View A&M University, located in Prairie View, Texas, near Houston.

Hill-Ardoin has served on numerous boards and is currently on the board of directors for Enterprise Rent-A-Car, The National Symphony Orchestra, The OASIS Institute, the Telecommunications Development Fund, the National Association of Black Telecommunications Professionals, the Women’s Research and Education Institute and Washington on University.

Hill-Ardoin is a native of Houston, Texas, and holds degrees from St. Louis University (J.D.), Washington University (MBA), Purdue University (M.A., Communications) and Drury College (B.A.).  Hill-Ardoin and her husband, James, have two sons, Aaron and Evan.

David Honig

Executive Director, Minority Media and Telecommunications Council
David Honig is the executive director of the Minority Media and Telecommunications Council, which he co-founded in 1986. The organization is a leading advocate for minority participation in the broadcasting, cable, telephone and wireless industries, seeking to preserve and expand minority ownership and equal employment opportunity, prevent discrimination and ensure universal telephone and Internet service.

MMTC represents 51 organizations before the Federal Communications Commission, including the American Hispanic Owned Radio Association, the National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters, the NAACP, the Women’s Institute for Freedom of the Press, and the National Council of La Raza. The organization also advises aspiring broadcast owners.
For 32 years, Mr. Honig has devoted his life to advocating for greater diversity and minority participation in media and telecommunications. 1974, he moved from his home town in Rochester, NY to Washington, DC to teach at Howard University’s School of Communications.  After earning a law degree from Georgetown University, he began a small private law practice while also volunteering as the general counsel for the Maryland state conference of branches of the NAACP. Later, he became general counsel of the Miami-Dade NAACP, where he served prior to co-founding MMTC.
Jamie Howard

COO, BigBand Networks, Inc.
Jamie Howard is the chief operating officer of BigBand Networks He is responsible for product marketing, sales, customer support, manufacturing operations, and corporate strategy initiatives. During Jamie's time with the company, it has quadrupled its installed base of headend systems, and has added several of the largest broadband network operators as customers including Comcast, Cox Communications and Adelphia Communications. BigBand Networks provides platform solutions for network operators to cost-effectively expand revenue-generating offerings of broadband multimedia services including digital broadcast television, HDTV, high quality video transport, advertisement insertion, VOD and interactive TV.

A 20 year veteran of cable and telecommunications, Jamie was most recently CEO and president of Bazillion, an IP voice and data service provider. He was previously CEO and president for @Home Benelux in Amsterdam, after serving as vice president of network systems integration for @Home Network, in which position he led the North American deployment of the @Home broadband internet service.

Prior to @Home, Jamie held senior management positions for systems of Continental Cablevision and TCI that are now operated by Comcast. He was general manager in central and southern California, and a senior member of the engineering teams that built the Atlanta and Chicago metropolitan cable networks.

Several entrepreneurial and established companies and organizations have retained Jamie's advisory services, and he has served on several boards of directors. He is currently on the corporate advisory board of digital rights management solution provider WideVine Technologies.

Jamie holds a bachelor's degree in communications from California State University, Long Beach. He also studied telecommunications engineering at University of California, Berkeley. Jamie is the 2003 recipient of the Stanley B. Thomas lifetime achievement award from the National Association of Minorities in Communications (NAMIC).

Julia Johnson—Diversity Committee Chair
President, NetCommunications
Julia L. Johnson is the President of NETCOMMUNICATIONS. NETCOMMUNICATIONS is a strategic consulting firm specializing in the communications, energy, water and information technology public policy arenas. The firm works to support corporate strategies through developing tactical industry alliances, government relations, and public policy advocacy. 

Ms. Johnson served on the Florida Public Service Commission, from 1992 until 1999. She served as Chairman of the Florida Public Service Commission from 1997-1999.  In that capacity, her responsibilities included the regulation and policy implementation of Florida’s $16.8 billion investor-owned utility industry, which includes the intra-state operation of telecommunications, electric, gas, water and wastewater utilities.  She was also responsible for overseeing the Commission’s $24 million budget and 400 employees.  She initiated a statewide public relations and information campaign that included holding statewide consumer education workshops and developing and producing public service announcements.  The program has been recognized as one of the nation’s best regulatory consumer outreach programs.

Ms. Johnson is a nationally recognized authority on utility regulation and has testified on the utility industry before the U.S. Congress and state legislatives bodies across the nation. From 1998 to 1999, she served as State Chair of the Federal/State Joint Board on Universal Service, which provided regulatory policy recommendations to the Federal Communications Commission on the national deployment of telecommunications. 

In 1999, Governor Bush appointed Ms. Johnson to chair Florida's Information Service Technology Development Task Force (Internet Task Force) where she advised him on information technology policy and related legislative issues. Johnson also served as national spokesperson for the Net Compete Now Coalition, an advocacy coalition dedicated to promoting regulation-free rapid deployment of competitive high speed Internet and communications technology. 

Ms. Johnson also serves as a member of the Florida State Board of Education, University of Florida Foundation Board of Directors, and the City of Orlando Mayor Hood’s High-Tech Council. During the span of her business and professional careers, Ms. Johnson has received numerous awards and honors for her outstanding government, business, and community leadership.  In 1999, she was inducted into the Minority Media and Telecommunication Council Hall of Fame.  In 2000, she received the Alliance for Public Technology Susan Hadden Award, and in April 2001 she was awarded the National Bar Association Presidential Achievement Award.

Ms. Johnson is a graduate of the Warrington School of Business at the University of Florida (B.A.) and the University of Florida College of Law (J.D.).
Ginger Lew

CEO, Telecommunications Development Fund
Ginger Ehn Lew is the Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director of TDF - Telecommunications Development Fund.  Possessing almost two decades of business and financial experience, Ms. Lew has participated in all levels of small business and corporate development.  Ms. Lew, through her experience in both the private and public sectors, has the broad based knowledge needed to lead a venture capital firm committed to the development and maintenance of next generation communications systems through entrepreneurial activity linking people and communities nationwide. 
Ms. Lew helped launch a high technology firm in Silicon Valley after leaving Ernst & Young, where she broadened her management, strategic planning and financial skills while advising technology companies on market expansion strategies.  Her experience in the public sector included serving as general counsel at the U.S. Department of Commerce and as the COO of the U.S. Small Business Administration where she managed day-to-day operations and oversaw a $42 billion loan portfolio.   

In 1998, Ms. Lew joined TDF as the CEO and managing director.  Today she works with many entrepreneurs developing innovative communications technologies and services while building sustainable companies for the future.  She speaks often at entrepreneurial as well as venture capital focused events.  An active board member assisting portfolio companies, Ms. Lew also serves on the Board of Directors of the Czech/Slovak American Enterprise Fund and the Listing and Review Council of the NASDAQ Stock Exchange.  She also works with numerous community organizations.

Originally from the San Francisco Bay Area, Ms. Lew received her law degree from the University of California at Berkeley (Boalt Hall), and her undergraduate degree from UCLA.  She is the co-author of two books on international trade and is a frequent contributor to many publications. 

Alfred C. Liggins, III

President, CEO, Radio One
Alfred Liggins, age 38, is Chief Executive Officer & President of Radio One Inc.  Radio One, Inc. owns and/or operates 66 radio stations, located in the Washington, D.C., Baltimore, Atlanta, Philadelphia, Detroit, Cleveland, Boston, St. Louis, Richmond, Raleigh/Durham, Miami, Houston, Dallas, Los Angeles, Indianapolis, Charlotte, Augusta, Cincinnati, Columbus, Dayton, Louisville, and Minneapolis markets.  In his current role, Mr. Liggins is responsible for the overall management and operation of all Radio One facilities.  His major responsibilities include spearheading new business ventures, identifying station acquisitions, developing business plans for acquisitions, engineering transitions from previous owners to Radio One, Inc. and arranging financing for new acquisitions.  Radio One went public on May 6, 1999.

Between 1987 and 1989, Mr. Liggins served as General Manager for Radio One’s WOL/WMMJ stations in Washington, D.C.  In that capacity, he was responsible for all sales, programming, technical, and business functions.

Before joining the management team of Radio One, Alfred Liggins was active in marketing in California.  In 1984, he served as a Sales Executive for Light Records, a gospel recording company in Newberry Park, California and was responsible for Western regional sales, which included telemarketing and retail promotion.

Upon graduation in 1983 from Woodrow Wilson High School in Washington, D.C., Mr. Liggins attended the University of California in Los Angeles and the University of the District of Columbia in Washington, D.C.  Mr. Liggins received his MBA in May of 1995 from The Wharton School of The University of Pennsylvania.

Vonya McCann

Senior Vice President, Federal External Affairs, Sprint
Vonya McCann was appointed senior vice president of Federal External Affairs in September 1999. In this role, McCann oversees Sprint's entire advocacy with the federal government, including Congress, the Federal Communications Commission, the Department of Justice and the White House. She also oversees Sprint's international regulatory matters. She reports to Tom Gerke, executive vice president, general counsel and external affairs. 

Before joining Sprint, McCann served for five years in the U.S. Department of State as ambassador and deputy assistant secretary for International Communications and Information Policy. In that role, she developed U.S. positions on global communications and information policy, represented the United States at international organizations dealing with telecom issues, and acted as chief advocate and negotiator to advance U.S. policy objectives. 

From 1997 to 1999, McCann served in the additional role of principal deputy assistant secretary of state for Economic and Business Affairs, which included managing telecommunications issues. Prior to joining the State Department, she was a partner in the Washington law offices of Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn. 

McCann received her undergraduate degree from UCLA. She received a master's degree in public policy and her law degree from the University of California, Berkeley.

Francisco R. Montero

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth
Frank Montero is Of Counsel with the law firm of Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth.  He focuses on telecommunications, broadcasting, media and technology.  Mr. Montero’s practice includes FCC regulatory counseling, corporate finance, asset and securities acquisitions, intellectual property, and real estate and commercial transactions.

Mr. Montero has served as the Director of the Federal Communications Commission’s Office of Communications Business Opportunities.  While at the FCC, Mr. Montero worked extensively with industry, trade associations, financing institutions and governmental agencies to create business opportunities for entrepreneurs, start-ups and other small businesses in the telecommunications and technology sectors.  Prior to his appointment, Mr. Montero was a partner with the Washington communications law firm of Fisher Wayland Cooper Leader & Zaragoza.

Mr. Montero is active in the area of Hispanic and Spanish language media in the U.S. and Latin America.  He helped form the American Hispanic Owned Radio Association (AHORA), the Independent Spanish Broadcasters Association (ISBA) and he has represented the Hispanic Radio Association and the Puerto Rico Radio Broadcasters Association.  He has served on the board of the Minority Media & Telecommunications Council and the Capital Telecommunications Professionals.  He was also Co-Chair of the Technology Committee of the International Webcasting Association.  Every year he assists the National Telecommunications and Information Administration of the Department of Commerce prepare its analysis of Hispanic broadcasters.  He has received the Puerto Rico Broadcaster’s award for “service to the Puerto Rico radio industry” and has been recognized by the Chairman of the FCC for “dedication to bridging the digital divide”.

Mr. Montero is a native of Brooklyn, New York.  Mr. Montero received his J.D. from the George Washington University Law School, where he served on the George Washington University Law Review.  He received his B.A. degree from the University of Michigan.  He is admitted to practice law in the District of Columbia, New York, Virginia and New Jersey.  He is Co-Chair of the Federal Communications Bar Association’s Professional responsibility Committee and is a former Co-Chair of the Transactional Practice Committee and a member of the National Hispanic Bar Association.  Mr. Montero frequently writes on communications law issues for industry trade publications, particularly in the area of radio station finance and business.  Mr. Montero is also fluent
Henry Rivera

Partner, Vinson & Elkins
Henry Rivera is a senior partner in the Telecommunications Group at Vinson & Elkins’ Washington, D.C. office.  Mr. Rivera has over 30 years of experience in the legal profession, with a majority of that experience in the communications field.  Mr. Rivera served as a Commissioner of the FCC from 1981 to 1985 during the AT&T Divestiture.

 

Prior to joining Vinson & Elkins, Mr. Rivera headed the Communications Section at Shook, Hardy & Bacon from 1998 to 2003.  Mr. Rivera was assistant managing partner of Ginsburg, Feldman and Bress, Chtd., from 1990 to 1998.  He was a partner with Dow, Lohnes & Albertson from 1985 to 1990.  While with the FCC, he served as chairman of the Advisory Committee on Alternative Financing for Minority Opportunities in Telecommunications and was supervisory commissioner for the Telecommunications Industry Advisory Group, which revised the Uniform System of Accounts.  He also served as Senior Advisor to several U.S. international telecommunications delegations and has been a telecommunications advisor to the U.S. Department of State.

 

Mr. Rivera is admitted to practice before the Supreme Court of New Mexico and the District of Columbia Court of Appeals.  Mr. Rivera is a member of the New Mexico, D.C., American, and Federal Communications Bar Associations.  From 1995 to 1996, he served as president of the Federal Communications Bar Association and from 1999 - 2001, as the Federal Communications Bar Association’s Delegate to the American Bar Association House of Delegates.  Mr. Rivera is Chairman of the Board, Minority Media and Telecommunications Council (1994 - present) and Vice-Chairman of the Board of the Foundation for Minority Interests in Media, Inc.  (1987- present).  He is a member of the board of directors of Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of Washington, a member of the board of trustees of the Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia, and is Vice-Chair, Chair-Elect of the board of advisors for the Archdiocesan Legal Network.  He is General Counsel of the Benton Foundation and was vice president and general counsel for the International Diabetes Federation.  He is a member of the INTELSAT Panel of Legal Experts and a fellow of the American Bar Foundation.  Mr. Rivera has participated in the leadership of many nonprofit, community and bar organizations and is the recipient of numerous awards for his community and professional activities. He is a noted expert in the communications field and a widely published author and frequent speaker and conference leader on communications-related issues.  He is named in numerous biographical listings including Who's Who in American Law.

 

Mr. Rivera received his B.A. in economics from the University of New Mexico in 1968.  He received his J.D. in 1973 from the University of New Mexico School of Law, where he was Editor of The Natural Resources Journal, a law review published by the School of Law.  Mr. Rivera received his B.B.A. in accounting from the University of Albuquerque in 1981.

 

Riley Temple

Partner, Halprin, Temple, Goodman & Maher 

Riley K. Temple is a partner in the Washington, D.C. law firm of Halprin Temple.  He practices telecommunications law with extensive experience in federal legislative and regulatory matters.  He represents telecommunications clients before Congress, the Federal Communications Commission and Executive Branch agencies.

Mr. Temple served as Assistant General Counsel at the Corporation for Public Broadcasting from 1974 to 1977, and from 1977 to 1978 as Legislative Assistant to U.S. Senator Charles Mc Mathias (R-MD).  From 1978 to 1980 he was Senior Counsel to RCA Global Communications in New York City, and from 1980 to 1983 he served as Communications Counsel to the U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation.  During this period he was an Oliver Cromwell Cox lecturer at the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  Before entering private practice in 1985, Temple was Assistant Vice President for Communications Policy at Bell Communications Research, Inc.

Mr. Temple is Vice President and past President, of Arena Stage, he also serves as Board President for the True Colors Theatre Company.  He is a member of the Board of Trustees of Lafayette College in Easton, Pennsylvania and serves as its Secretary.  He has also endowed Lafayette's David L., Sr. and Helen J. Temple Scholarship for Study Abroad and Visiting Lecture Series in Africana Studies.  Mr. Temple is a member of the Community and Friends Board of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, a member of the Corcoran Board of Overseers.  He is a past President and former Board member of the Whitman-Walker Clinic in Washington, D.C., the Board of WETA, the Board of Legal Aid Society of the District of Columbia, the Ellington Fund of the Duke Ellington School of the Arts and as member of the Board of Trustees of Green Door   Mr. Temple served as a member of the District of Columbia Bar’s Task Force on Sexual Orientation and the Legal Workplace and is a 1990 Graduate of Leadership Washington.   He also is an emeritus member of the Board of Directors of the Human Rights Campaign, and the Washington Theatre Awards Society (the “Helen Hayes Awards”).  Finally, he is a member of the Vestry of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.

Mr. Temple received his A.B. degree in 1971 from Lafayette College, and his J.D. degree from Georgetown University in 1974.

Mr. Temple is a member of the Federal Communications Bar Association and is admitted to practice in Virginia and the District of Columbia.

Lauren Tyler

Partner, Quetzal/JP Morgan Partners, L.P.
Ms. Tyler is a Partner of Quetzal/J.P. Morgan Partners, LLC.  The fund invests between $5 million and $30 million in communications companies managed by or controlled by ethnic individuals and/or women, thereby increasing the diversity of ownership of communications companies in the United States.

From 1998 to 2000, Ms. Tyler was a Partner at TSG Capital Group, L.L.C., a private investment firm that manages $740 million of capital.  TSG typically invests capital to fund growth and acquisitions in middle market companies that address the ethnic end-consumer.  During Ms. Tyler’s tenure at TSG Capital Group, she was a board member of Millennium Digital Media Corporation and Urban Brands, Inc.-Urban Children’s, Inc.

From 1989 to 1998, Ms. Tyler was a Director and Vice President at Allen & Company Incorporated, a leading investment banking firm located in New York City.  Ms. Tyler managed and executed principal and agency transactions, including private placements, public underwriting, mergers and acquisitions for Fortune 500 and emerging growth companies.  Ms. Tyler’s concentration was in the media and communications and technology industries.  During Ms. Tyler’s tenure at Allen & Company, she was a board member of CML Group, Inc., Hi-Tech Manufacturing, Inc., Beacon Sweets, Inc. and AVI Entertainment, Inc. Prior to joining Allen & Company, Ms. Tyler was Assistant to the Chairman at Avon Products, Inc. in New York City.  In this role, she reported directly to the Chairman and acted as liaison to Executive Vice Presidents and Vice Presidents, and prepared and presented analyses for potential acquisitions, joint ventures, strategic programs and new business opportunities. From 1984 to 1986, Ms. Tyler was a Financial Analyst in the Mergers and Acquisitions department at Morgan Stanley & Company Inc.

Ms. Tyler is on the Board of Directors of ICBC Broadcast Holdings, Inc., Archway Broadcasting Group and RadioVisa Corporation.  In addition, Ms. Tyler is on the Development Board of Yale University and a member of The Committee of 200, an international network of pre-eminent women business leaders.  Ms. Tyler is also a Venture Partner in Media Technology Ventures, a San Francisco based venture capital fund.

Ms. Tyler is a graduate of Yale University and Harvard Business School.  Ms. Tyler has been an active Big Sister in the New York program since 1989.  She is married and has three children and two stepchildren.


Terdema Ussery
President, CEO, Dallas Mavericks, CEO, HDNet
Terdema L. Ussery II is in his seventh year as President and CEO of the Dallas Mavericks. Ussery also serves as an alternate governor for the Mavericks on the NBA Board of Governors and as a member of the WNBA Board of Directors.

Ussery came to Dallas after serving as president of Nike Sports Management.  Prior to that, he was commissioner of the Continental Basketball Association (CBA).

In his first season with the Mavericks, he led a successful campaign, which resulted in funding for the American Airlines Center. Once the plans were underway, Ussery was actively involved in securing the naming rights partnership with Dallas/Fort Worth-based American Airlines for the downtown facility and played a key role in the development of the building.

His impact has been evident in the growth of both the Mavericks business operation and community participation. Under his direction, the club has experienced increased corporate sponsorship, ticket sales and television revenues. He was recently ranked 21st in Sports Illustrated's "Top 101 Most Influential Minorities in Sports", as well as “Corporate Executive of the Year” by Black Enterprise Magazine.

Ussery grew up in the Watts section of South Central Los Angeles. He went on to earn a bachelor's degree in 1981 at Princeton's Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs. He earned a master's degree in 1984 from the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard. In 1987, Ussery earned a law degree from California, where he served as executive editor of the California Law Review.

Ussery practiced business and entertainment law in the Los Angeles office of the San Francisco based firm Morrison and Foerster, before joining the CBA as its deputy commissioner and general counsel in 1990. In April 1991 he was named CBA Commissioner. His two-and-a-half-year term was highlighted by rapid growth and much needed stability. While CBA commissioner, Ussery was profiled in Sports Illustrated, The Wall Street Journal and USA Today.

In August 1993 Ussery was named president of Nike Sports Management. While reporting to Nike Chairman & CEO Phil Knight, Ussery's responsibilities included marketing Nike's pro athletes and negotiating contracts. Twice, while at Nike, Ussery was included on The Sporting News' annual list of the 100 most powerful people in sports.

In the fall of 1999, then Texas Governor George W. Bush appointed him to a six-year term on the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  Ussery sits on several other corporate and community boards and serves as CEO of HDNet, the nation's first high-definition television network.  HDNet and HDNet Movies are now available on DirecTV, Charter, Echostar and other outlets across the country.

Ussery, a popular speaker who is active in the Dallas/Fort Worth business community, has taught as an adjunct professor at several graduate institutions, including the University of Denver's Graduate School of Business Administration, where he taught Business Ethics and Corporate Governance. 

Alex Wallau

President, ABC Television Network
Alex Wallau was named president, ABC Television Network, in June 2000. In this position he is responsible for all business and programming areas of the ABC Television Network, including ABC Entertainment, ABC News, ABC Sports, ABC Children’s Programming and Daytime, as well as Finance, Research, Network Public Relations, Television Network Sales, Affiliate Relations, Marketing, and Broadcast Operations and Engineering. Prior to this appointment he had served as interim president. 

From August 1998 to March 2000, Mr. Wallau was president, ABC Television Network Operations and Administration, responsible for Sales, Broadcast Operations and Engineering and Affiliate Relations. He also worked on a broad range of policy, administrative and operational issues within the ABC Television Network.

From 1996 to 1998 Mr. Wallau served as executive vice president of the Network, and as vice president from 1993. 

He began his career with ABC Sports in 1976 as head of On-Air Promotion, and went on to become a two-time Emmy Award-winning producer and director of ABC’s sports coverage. In 1986 he moved in front of the cameras as ABC’s boxing analyst, and was honored by the Boxing Writers of America as the top television boxing journalist in his first year. 

In addition to his management responsibilities, Mr. Wallau continues as ABC’s on-air boxing analyst, serves on the Board of Directors of ESPN and the Advertising Council, and is a member of the Los Angeles Board of Governors of the Museum of Television and Radio.

Born at Fort McPherson, Georgia, Mr. Wallau was raised in the Bronx and Connecticut. He earned a BA degree from Williams College. He and his wife, Martha, live in Los Angeles.

Kelvin Westbrook

President, CEO, Millennium Digital Media

Kelvin R. Westbrook is the President, Chief Executive Officer and a Co-founder of Millennium Digital Media, L.L.C. which is a privately held company in the business of providing cable television, high-speed and traditional Internet access, and other broadband telecommunications services.  

Prior to founding Millennium Digital Media in 1997, Mr. Westbrook founded and served as the President and Chairman of LEB Communications, Inc. which was affiliated with Charter Communications and managed and operated cable television systems in various parts of the United States.   Prior to founding LEB in 1993, Mr. Westbrook was a Partner in the national law firm of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker in New York City.  At Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker, he specialized in corporate matters, including mergers and acquisitions and corporate finance.  In addition, he served as a Member of its Policy Committee, Co-Chair of the Telecommunications Practice Group and Vice-Chair of its Recruiting Committee.  

Mr. Westbrook serves as a director of Commerce Bank, NA – St. Louis, Angelica Corporation, the National Cable & Telecommunications Association, the National Cable Satellite Corporation (C-SPAN), BJC Health System, Christian Hospital Northeast-Northwest, Christian Health Services, Inc., the St. Louis Internship Program and Chesterfield Day School.  He also is a member of the American Bar Association and New York City Bar Association and serves on the Business Program Advisory Council of Harris Stowe State College.   In addition, he provides assistance to various other organizations as a community volunteer.

Mr. Westbrook received an undergraduate degree in Business Administration from the University of Washington (1977) and a Juris Doctor degree from Harvard Law School (1982). 

Mr. Westbrook has lived in St. Louis since 1994.  He is married and has three (3) children.  

Jim Winston

President, General Counsel, National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters
James L. Winston is Executive Director and General Counsel of the National Association of Black Owned Broadcasters, Inc., and a partner in the Washington, D.C. law firm of  Rubin, Winston, Diercks, Harris & Cooke, L.L.P.
Mr. Winston has been Executive Director and General Counsel of NABOB since February 1982.  Before Joining NABOB, Mr. Winston served in several positions in private law firms and corporations.  From 1978 to 1980 Mr. Winston served as Legal Assistant to Commissioner Robert E. Lee at the federal Communications Commission. 

Mr. Winston is a 1972 graduate of Harvard Law School and is admitted to practice law in Massachusetts, New York and the District of Columbia. Mr. Winston also holds a bachelor of science degree in electrical engineering from the University of Pennsylvania.
Roscoe Young

CEO, KMC Telecom
Roscoe C. Young is Chief Executive and Chief Operating Officer of KMC Telecom, a leading nationwide provider of next generation telecommunication infrastructure and services at the network edge. KMC has two distinct components that focus on two select customer sets. Under Mr. Young’s direction, the Nationwide Data Services Division provides consulting, financing, engineering and operations support for national, regional and local access infrastructures for Cable Operators, ISPs, IXCs, Utility and Power Companies and Wireless Carriers. The Advanced Communications Services Division offers voice, data and Internet in 35 markets across the United States to local businesses, organizations and enterprises. 

Under Mr. Young’s leadership, KMC generated over $500 million in revenue in 2002. In his role as Chief Operation Officer, Mr. Young oversees networks, property and equipment in excess of $2.1 billion and has responsibility for engineering, operations, installation and maintenance of all products and services provided by KMC under both divisions. As a result, KMC is currently the largest privately held nationwide telecommunications company serving over 300 markets across the U.S.A. 

Prior to joining KMC Telecom, Mr. Young was vice president of network services for Ameritech, where he led more than 4,000 employees involved in customer service fulfillment of ISDN, digital, Centrex and voice services. He also directed engineering, network services, national account sales, marketing and real estate procurement as Senior Vice President of MFS Communications. While a senior executive with AT&T, Mr. Young was responsible for sales, marketing, operations, engineering, financial management and human resources. During that time, he also was selected by the Reagan Administration to serve as a special assistant to Secretary of Defense Casper Weinberger under the White House Executive Exchange Program. 

Mr. Young is Chairman of the Association for Local Telecommunications Services (ALTS) Executive Committee for competitive carriers, focusing on maintaining a competitive and level playing field in the arena of telecommunications. 

6
1

