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To: The Commission

THE NARRATIVE TELEVISION NETWORK’S 

OPPOSITION TO PETITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION

The Narrative Television Network applauds the Federal Communications Commission’s decision of July 21, 2000 to begin the process of making television accessible to blind and visually impaired Americans.  As an organization founded and operated by blind and visually impaired people, with over a decade of experience in the field of making movies and television accessible, NTN is keenly aware of the positive impact that video description has in the lives of blind and visually impaired people.  


NTN has had an opportunity to review each of the filings of those requesting the FCC to reconsider and reverse the landmark decision it made on July 21st to impact the lives of millions of visually impaired individuals.  After careful review, it is clear that there are simply no new substantive arguments raised that have not been previously presented to the Commissioners.


There were several positive suggestions presented that can clarify how the FCC should regulate and define video description.  Those arguments which have merit are discussed in detail in the comments being presented by the National Television Video Access Coalition.  NTN and the visually impaired audience that it serves commend Dr. Margaret Pfanstiehl, Don Evans, and everyone associated with the Coalition for their tireless efforts on behalf of the visually impaired community.  NTN also wishes to once again commend the FCC and each of the Commissioners for their diligent work and thoughtful approach to serving blind Americans and their families.


In conclusion, there is simply no reason for the FCC to reverse its position based on the same old arguments being presented in this matter.  Great progress has been made and wonderful strides have been taken.  Lives of the visually impaired will be immeasurably improved as the FCC’s ruling on video description is implemented.
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