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Dear Mr. Kennard:

I submit the following comments in opposition to petitioners for

reconsideration of the reported order on video description.

At a time when television broadcasts are increasingly visual, as are

current movies, the addition of narrative description creates accessibility

for persons who are visually impaired.  Consequently, I strongly support

the FCC order for video description of primetime TV and cable transmissions.

My personal experience with described video broadcasts and movies is very

positive.  I own about fifty movies with description by Descriptive Video

Services.  I enjoy all seven programs currently described on my local PBS

television station.  I also now receive the Turner Classic Movie channel on

my cable network and look forward to access to its many described movies.

I finally can obtain the full benefit of programs that formerly had been

only partially accessible, and I look forward to the many additional hours

that will be available to me after April, 2002.

I seem to remember similar protests from the industry when close captioning

was mandated, and it now seems to create no hardship for anyone.

Therefore, just as those complaints were ungrounded, so are the current

petitions against video description.

Please press forward with your commitment to provide accessible television

to persons with visual impairments.  I commend your foresight and

sensitivity to our needs.

Marjorie Miller


