
N A S S A U  L I B R A R Y  S Y S T E M

Special Library Services

October 31, 2000

Megalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC  20554

Re:
Docket No. 99-339


IN OPPOSITION TO PETITIONERS FOR RECONSIDERATION


OF THE REPORTED ORDER ON VIDEO DESCRIPTION

Dear Secretary Salas:

I want to tell the Commissioners of our appreciation for their courageous vote requiring the networks to begin providing the essential service of video description for people who are blind and visually impaired.  As the librarian for the Sub-Regional Library for the Blind here in Nassau County, NY, I am perhaps more aware of the value of this service than an individual can be.  My awareness is in the aggregate.  

Many of our thousands of readers of Talking Books, tell us of the value of descriptive films and videos to their lives.  Also, I have watched descriptive videos in group audiences with our readers and the enjoyment and understanding they evince is utterly amazing to watch.   In order to provide this pleasure for our blind and visually impaired readers, we have had to purchase a few expensive (for us, a non-profit library) videos.  

Having description for blind and visually impaired people by turning on the TV set after April, 2002, will help them increase their access to information, and assist them in understanding the visual aspects of television programming.  What a wonderful time that will be.  

All citizens in our democracy deserve access to information.

Please know how important the Commission’s ruling is.  I cannot imagine how the Federal Communications Commission could possibly reconsider.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Dorothy Puryear   


