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October 31, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445  12th Street SW

Washington, D. C.  20554

RE:  Docket No. 99‑339

Dear Ms. Salas:

I am writing to express my support for video description for television

programming and to express my appreciation for the FCC (s July ruling.  

I have been legally blind since age 12 and I am now 58.  There are eight

members of my family who have a genetic juvenile macular degeneration

condition which causes legal blindness at an early age.  My siblings,

nieces and nephews and I will all benefit from video descriptions as well

as millions of others in our country.  It is a clear disadvantage for us

not to be able to access television programming, whether that is storm

warnings that run across the bottom of the screen or quality

entertainment offered by network and cable television.  I urge you to

hold steady on your decision to have networks provide this essential

information to people who are blind and visually impaired.  The limited

video descriptive services provided by Public Television is so helpful

and I am looking forward to increased accessibility to television

programming beginning April 2002.  

The petitions for reconsideration submitted by associations of the

television, cable and motion picture industry are not offering any new

information that was not available and considered before the FCC decision

and ruling.  Please do not be swayed by the power and self‑interest of

these industries and do stand courageously with people who are blind and

visually impaired.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely yours,

jmschmoyer@juno.com

Jeanette M. Schmoyer


