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THE IRIS NETWORK -- FOCUSING ON MAINE’S BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPAIRED SINCE 1905







October 31, 2000

Magalie Salas, Secretary

The Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:
Document No. 99-339

Ladies and Gentlemen:


This letter is written in Opposition to Petitioners for Reconsideration of the Reported Order on video description.  I am a blind practicing lawyer, and in behalf of myself and in behalf of The Iris Network I want to express our appreciation for your vote requiring the television networks to begin providing the essential service of video description for television programming.  The Iris Network, formally called the Maine Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, focuses on serving the blind and visually impaired of the State of Maine.


Television is a major source of information and entertainment.  It is important.  It is essential for anyone who cannot see the screen to have an alternate means for understanding what is going on.


I and many of our constituents at The Iris Network are looking forward to April, 2002, when the audio descriptions will be available.


As I am sure the record in your proceedings shows, as our population ages so does visual impairment.  The largest growing segment of our population loosing their vision or suffering vision loss are over 80 years of age.  Thus, providing audio services on the television networks becomes more and more essential to our population at large, and especially to elderly people who perhaps must rely on television more than their younger friends who are more able to get out and around.


I understand that the Petitioners have not provided any new information which was not already known at the time the FCC reached its decision and issued the ruling on July 21, 2000.  Accordingly we respectfully request that the Petition for Reconsideration be denied.






Sincerely,






Jeremiah D. Newbury







Chairman of Advisory Board of Trustees







The Iris Network

cc:
Steven Obremski


President, The Iris Network

