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ALABAMA COUNCIL

      OF THE BLIND

      P. O. BOX 1213

       TALLADEGA, AL. 35160

                              OCTOBER 31, 2000

MAGALIE SALAS, SECRETARY

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

455 12TH STREET SW

WASHINGTON, D. C.  20554

Docket NO. 99-339

Dear Ms. Salas,

On behalf of the Alabama Council of the Blind, I want to express our appreciation to the Commissioners of the FCC for their courageous vote on July 21st requiring the television networks to begin providing essential information in an audio format to people who are blind and visually impaired.  It is extremely important for those of us who cannot see the television screen to have an alternative means for knowing what action is taking place on the screen. Descriptive video

will definitely meet this need.

Many of our members continue to enjoy the audio description

of programs on PBS, and we look forward to April of 2002 when we can enjoy the same description on all of the television networks.  Therefore, you can see why our organization is

opposed to any reconsideration of the July 21st order.

Sincerely yours,

Van Fulghum, President


