
Federal Rural Wireless Outreach Initiative

The U. S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (USDA/RUS) invited the Federal Communications Commission Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (FCC/WTB) to a joint meeting on April 24, 2003 to define how to work together in outreach and strategy to increase the deployment of wireless telecommunications access and services for rural America.  

The interagency meeting, which was chaired by Roberta Purcell, USDA/RUS Assistant Administrator, Telecommunications Programs and John Muleta, Chief of the FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, (1) identified and reviewed current programs, and (2) planned for the launch of a joint rural wireless outreach program. 

The meeting was the first opportunity for each agency to share information so that all attendees would become familiar with complementary programs that can assist them in achieving their goals. The FCC Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and the USDA Rural Utilities Service are committed to coordinating outreach activities with other agencies to expedite the build-out of wireless telecommunications throughout the nation. Plans are moving forward with the launch of the first in a series of joint activities between the U. S. Department of Agriculture Rural Utilities Service (USDA/RUS) and the Federal Communications Commission Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (FCC/WTB).
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