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FCC Commissioner Tate

BY ELIZABETH HAMMOND

Deborah Taylor Tate was neminated as FCC
commissioner by President George W. Bush,
unanimously confirmed by the t.S. Senate
and sworn in on January 3, 2006. Her term
expires June 30, 2007. An attorney and Rule
31 Mediator, Tate was serving a sixyear term
as a director of the Tennessee Regulatory
Authority at the time of her FCC appointment.
Among her many accomplishments, Tate is
the founder and former president of Renewal
House, a recovery residence for women
addicted to crack cocaine and their children.

| recently had the opportunity to talk with
Tate about her first months with the FCC and
her goals as commissioner.

The FCC has just undertaken a
comprehensive review of the media
ownership rules. Do you think It Is
incumbent upon the Commission to
adopt rules that will foster greater
diversity of ownership, particularly by
creating opportunities for women?
Helping to create opportunities for women
and minorities has always been a priority for
me in any position, so of course | would like
to see media ownership become more
diverse. | have talked persconally with many of
the outstanding women in the industry who
helped create, implement and launch many
popular channeis. As | travel across the coun-
try, | meet women in leadership roles from
local broadcast stations to media conglomer-
ates. | look forward to hearing from women
and cthers regarding the review of our rules.
At the same time, | am a strong proponent of
a philosophy of “regulatory humility” — using a
hands-off approach to give an industry the
flexibility to develop in a free market. Our goal
with media ownership — and really any regula-
tion ~ should be to create an environment
that gives businesses freedom to develop
and innovate while encouraging them to rec-
ognize and respond to the changing demo-
graphics of our country.

FCC Commissioner Debotah Taylor Tate

In adapting to your rele as commissioner,
what has presented the most significant
challenge to you?

In addition to the vast amounts of sheer fil-
ings and reading materials, becoming familiar
with the process of a federal agency has
been the most significant challenge. It is a
real change from a state regulatory commis-
sion, which is more a quasijudicial body
where we ruled on motions, held evidentiary
hearings and were still in the business of
“rate-making.” Typically, we acted on matters
in finite time periods and held open hearings
twice monthly to dispose of filings by parties.
In many ways, the notice and comment period
at the FCC provides more and hetter informa-
tion, even the opportunity to meet with and
discuss issues directly with parties rather
than through witnesses in court. The agenda
is set by the chairman, though, and some-
times you may have a very short period in
which to prepare for an item. In other cases,
you may wish to address something more
quickly. Therefore, while 1, personally, might
want to spend a great deal of time on family
and children’s programming, the next meeting
agenda is our first priority and so often domi-
nates our time and energy. This chairman has
been very open to some of my suggestions,
and | am still able to work on issues of impor-
tance to me, such as encouraging more
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There's strength in numbers. AwRT is pleased to

welcome its two newest chapters — AWRT Atlanta and
student-led AWRT George Washington University.

They join the 23 other AWRT chapters who are working at the local level to promote progress and create

change for all individuals in electronic media. Please visit wwiw. AWRT.org for more information on AWRT's

chapters.
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positive, healthful and even inspiring pro-
gramming on our airwaves.

You have stated that indecency is a
major priority for you. What actions
would you like to see the Commission
take in this area?

The Commission must respond to indecency
complaints quickly and consistently, as we
are required to do by law. The more com-
plaints we act on, the clearer our indecency
policy becomes and the easier it is for broad-
casters to comply. | believe it is also impor-
tant to use our expertise in this area to
promote the production and broadcast of
quality family-friendly programming. In fact, |
wouid suggest that rather than “indecency,”
the priority is actually more choices and
more quality family-friendly programming.
One of my goals is to move the discussion
from the negative to the positive impact that
media can have in our iives. That goal is
likely to be reached not through increased
regulation but through open dialogue, out-
reach and education. | see the FCC as a
partner in encouraging and helping educate
parents and consumers about their options
to ensure that their children are not exposed
1o offensive programming. It takes an entire
society to reach this goal. From writers, pro-
ducers, TV and cable CEOs to parents,
together we all have a responsibility to pro-
tect our nation’s most valuable resource: the
minds of our children.

What do you see as the Commission’s

biggest challenges for the next few

years?

® Ensuring that our regulatory responsibili-
ties keep up with the vast array of techno-
logical changes in the communications
waorid.

e Championing the depioyment of broad-
band to all Americans.

e Providing an environment that encour-
ages innovation and investment.

® Assisting in the coordination and improve-
ment at all levels and types of communi-
cations for any type of situation our
citizens face — whether naturai disaster,
terrorist attack or a pandemic flu.

What aspect of being a commissioner
provides you with the greatest
satisfaction?

At the July Open Meeting, | voted on a med-
ical device item that opens the door to the
development of wireless cardiac defibrillators
for heart patients, reaktime blood sugar mon-
itoring devices for diabetics, and brain, mus-
cle and nerve stimulation technigues for
treating an array of conditions. In fact, my
first vote as an FCC commissioner was
regarding a waiver for a diabetes monitor. Sci
ence fiction is quickly becoming science fact.
When | read a letter from a mother of several
children with juvenile diabetes, thanking me
for allowing this new device that spares her
having to “stick” her children throughout the
day, it really made me thankful to be here at
this exciting time of innovation. The hopes
and dreams of broadband, wireless and
many other new technologies affect us in so
many ways far beyond the communications
sector. From providing educational opportuni-
ties through funding schools and libraries to
the access of necessary electronic medical
records of patients in a crisis, | hope tobe a
champion for continued innovation. It is a
privilege to be able to actually see these reat
world applications: from telepsychiatry in
Alaska’s remote villages to telesurgery in the
mountains of Appalachia, improving the
access and quality of all types of services for
real people in real places across this great
nation has been an incredible opportunity. 4

Elizabeth Hammond is a lawyer with Drinker,
Biddie & Reath in Washington, D.C., and a
member of the AWRT Board of Directors. The
above article is for Informational purposes. It
Is not intended to constitute legal advice and
should not be relied upon as such.
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In Radio & Televisicn

Chapters

Programs are implemented at the local
level through a network of more than
25 chapters in five regions nationwide.
By affiliating with a local chapter,
AWRT members have the opportunity
to get involved and establish a local
network of industry professionals. To
contact an AWRT chapter in your area,
visit wwwawrt.org for information.

AWRT Chapters

Northeast Area

Boston/New England (MA)

George Washington University (DC)
Lyndon State College (VT)

New York City (NY)

New York State Capital District (NY)
Philadelphia Tri-State Area (PA)

Southeast Area

Atlanta (GA)

Bay Area Media Network (FL)

Central Florida Media Network

Nashwille (TN}

Triangle - Radio and Television
Professionals (NC)

Sotth Central Area

Austin (TX)

Dallas/Ft. Worth (TX)

Houston (TX)

Oklahoma Media Network

San Antonio Media Alliance (TX)
Tulsa Media Alliance (OK)

North Central Area

Buckeye of Central Ohio
Chicago (IL)

Kentuckiana .
Twin Cities Media Network (MN

Westem Area
Golden Gate (CA}
Sacramento (CA)
Southemn California
Southern Colorado
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