
UNITED STATES

PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON WRC-07

Agenda Item 1.19: to consider the results of the ITU-R studies regarding spectrum requirement for global broadband satellite systems in order to identify possible global harmonized FSS frequency bands for the use of Internet applications, and consider the appropriate regulatory/technical provisions, taking also into account No. 5.516B of the Radio Regulations.
ISSUE:  The purpose of this agenda item is to investigate fixed-satellite service (FSS) frequency bands for the use by Internet applications.
BACKGROUND:  WRC-03 adopted this agenda item to address the use of fixed-satellite service bands for broadband Internet applications.  There is no WRC-03 Resolution associated with this agenda item to guide and focus ITU-R studies.  WP 4A is the Study Group lead for the development of CPM text.

Provision of broadband/Internet applications via satellite can be accomplished by FSS systems in existing FSS allocations consistent with the existing regulatory/technical provisions.  In this regard, and in view of the sparse use of FSS allocations in the bands covered by the Allotment Plan in Appendix 30B, the United States is in favor of increasing the accessibility of the Appendix 30B bands for FSS applications (including broadband/Internet applications).  The use of agenda item 1.10 and changes to the regulatory procedures and technical criteria in Appendix 30B to make these bands more useful is supported, but re-planning of the allotment Plan is neither necessary nor supported.

U.S. VIEWS:

1. The United States is of the view that many existing and planned systems in a number of different FSS frequency bands are fully capable of providing broadband/Internet applications on a global basis. 

2. The United States is of the view that commercially available ground equipment suitable for broadband/Internet applications is frequency agile and is fully capable of operating with the existing and planned FSS satellite systems in the allocated frequency bands.

3. In light of the above, the United States is of the view that no changes to the Radio Regulations are necessary to promote the global availability of satellite provided broadband/Internet applications. The United States is concerned that identification of specific FSS frequency bands for the use of Internet applications will not improve or facilitate provision of these applications, but instead will impede provision of such services by creating regulatory confusion and uncertainty.  (July 2004)

