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UNITED STATES

PRELIMINARY VIEWS ON WRC-07

WRC-07 Agenda Item 1.5: to consider spectrum requirements and possible additional spectrum allocations for aeronautical telecommand and high bit-rate aeronautical telemetry;

ISSUE: Obtaining sufficient spectrum to satisfy wideband aeronautical mobile telemetry requirements and associated telecommand above 3 GHz, possible sharing with existing services, and continued protection of incumbent services.

BACKGROUND: This agenda item has its origins in efforts undertaken by the Space Industry prior to WRC-97.  The issue was pursued by the U.S. and other administrations at WRC-03 and placed on the agenda for WRC-07.  In addition, a CITEL IAP in support of this agenda item was accomplished and supported by the U.S.  This agenda item seeks to address a large and growing shortfall in spectrum necessary to conduct aeronautical telemetry. The shortfall in available spectrum is due to rapidly increasing telemetry data rates associated with the testing of new technologies.  It has been exacerbated by the loss of telemetry spectrum that is now being used for non-telemetry applications.  Without additional spectrum, aeronautical platform development will be subject to major delays, escalating costs, and the impairment of global competitiveness of the aerospace industry (including equipment manufacturers, civilian space programs and test ranges, airlines, and passengers).  The benefits of new worldwide telemetry spectrum will greatly aid most countries and the international aeronautical community, as Administrations take pride in their National Airlines and several are initiating space programs of their own.  

Within the ITU, the responsible group for this agenda item is WP 8B, with WP 8A as the contributing group and WP 3M (point-to-point/earth-space propagation), 4A (orbit/spectrum utilization), 6S (satellite delivery), SG-7 (science services), and 9D (fixed service sharing) as interested groups.  It is anticipated that WP 8B will deal with all of the aeronautical telemetry studies, and that its work will be completed in time for Administrations to prepare proposals.

U.S. VIEW:  The United States supports further studies in order to determine how best to satisfy this Agenda Item while recognizing protection of incumbent services.  Upon completion of these studies, the U.S. will be in a position to make a specific proposal to meet aeronautical telemetry spectrum requirements.  (June 2004)


