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	Agenda item 1.14


1.14
to review the operational procedures and requirements of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and other related provisions of the Radio Regulations, taking into account Resolutions 331 (Rev.WRC‑03) and 342 (Rev.WRC‑2000) and the continued transition to the GMDSS, the experience since its introduction, and the needs of all classes of ships

Background

This item comprises two issues:

Issue A

Transition to the global maritime distress and safety system (GMDSS): Some changes are required in a number of RR articles and appendices and some related resolutions and recommendations with a view to suppressing obsolete texts, in particular, reference to RR Appendix 13. Note: Some elements of Appendix 13 are still needed. Also RR Appendix 16 requires revision.

Issue B

New technologies for maritime VHF: RR Appendix 18 requires revision to provide more capacity to meet the increasing spectrum demand and, in particular, to respond to the needs of data communications. A possible digital maritime VHF technology to replace the existing analogue voice communications should be accepted only after completion of a full study. Such commonly acceptable technology for voice is not likely to be available at the time of WRC-07. For digital data in the VHF bands, such technology has been deployed in some administrations. 

Issue A

The Arab States propose the following changes:

SUP
ARB/39A13/1

1
Suppression of Appendix 13 taking the following into account:

a)
Integration of the RR Appendix 13 VHF radio telephony procedures into Chapter VII under a new resolution.

b)
Transfer Appendix 13 radiotelephony procedures for 2 182 kHz into a new WRC resolution. This would address the need to retain these provisions by 

administrations having domestic requirements for distress communications with non-SOLAS vessels outside of VHF coverage areas.

c)
Providing protection for use by ships with a tonnage of less than 300 tonnes.

SUP
ARB/39A13/2

2
Suppression of RR Appendix 19.

MOD
ARB/39A13/3

3
Introduction of appropriate changes in Article 5 as a consequence of the suppression of the two appendices; the changes are to be applicable to relevant footnotes and the Table of Frequency Allocations.

ARTICLE  5
Frequency allocations

Section IV  –  Table of Frequency Allocations
(See No. 2.1)

MOD
ARB/39A13/4
148-223 MHz

	Allocation to services

	Region 1
	Region 2
	Region 3

	150.05-153
FIXED

MOBILE except aeronautical
mobile

RADIO ASTRONOMY

5.149
	150.05-156.7625


FIXED



MOBILE

	153-154
FIXED

MOBILE except aeronautical
mobile (R)

Meteorological Aids
	

	154-156.7625
FIXED

MOBILE except aeronautical
mobile (R)
	

	5.226
	

5.225  5.226

	156.7625-156.8375
MARITIME MOBILE (distress and calling)





5.111  5.226

	156.8375-174
FIXED

MOBILE except aeronautical
mobile
	156.8375-174


FIXED



MOBILE

	5.226  5.229
	

5.226  5.230  5.231  5.232


MOD
ARB/39A13/5
5.226
The frequency 156.8 MHz is the international distress, safety and calling frequency for the maritime mobile VHF radiotelephone service. The conditions for the use of this frequency are contained in Article 31 and Appendix 18.



The frequency 156.525 MHz is the international distress, safety and calling frequency for the maritime mobile VHF radiotelephone service using digital selective calling (DSC). The conditions for the use of this frequency are contained in Articles 31 and 52, and Appendix 18.



In the bands 156-156.4875 MHz, 156.5625-156.7625 MHz, 156.8375-157.45 MHz, 160.6-160.975 MHz and 161.475-162.05 MHz, each administration shall give priority to the maritime mobile service on only such frequencies as are assigned to stations of the maritime mobile service by the administration (see Articles 31 and 52, and Appendix 18).



Any use of frequencies in these bands by stations of other services to which they are allocated should be avoided in areas where such use might cause harmful interference to the maritime mobile VHF radiocommunication service.



However, the frequency 156.8 MHz and the frequency bands in which priority is given to the maritime mobile service may be used for radiocommunications on inland waterways subject to agreement between interested and affected administrations and taking into account current frequency usage and existing agreements.

SUP
ARB/39A13/6
5.227

ADD
ARB/39A13/7
5.[AAA]
The bands 161.9625-161.9875 MHz and 162.0125-162.0375 MHz are also allocated to the mobile-satellite service (Earth-to-space) on a secondary basis for the reception of the automatic identification system (AIS) emissions. 

(Editorial note: Amendments in footnotes 5.256, 5.266 and 5.287 below do not relate to the band 150.05-174 MHz, and are common to both option 1 and option 2.)

MOD
ARB/39A13/8
5.256
The frequency 243 MHz is the frequency in this band for use by survival craft stations and equipment used for survival purposes.

MOD
ARB/39A13/9
5.266
The use of the band 406-406.1 MHz by the mobile-satellite service is limited to low power satellite emergency position-indicating radiobeacons (see also Article 31).

MOD
ARB/39A13/10
5.287
In the maritime mobile service, the frequencies 457.525 MHz, 457.550 MHz, 457.575 MHz, 467.525 MHz, 467.550 MHz and 467.575 MHz may be used by on-board communication stations. Where needed, equipment designed for 12.5 kHz channel spacing using also the additional frequencies 457.5375 MHz, 457.5625 MHz, 467.5375 MHz and 467.5625 MHz may be introduced for on-board communications. The use of these frequencies in territorial waters may be subject to the national regulations of the administration concerned. The characteristics of the equipment used shall conform to those specified in Recommendation ITU‑R M.1174.     (WRC-07)
Issue B

The Arab States propose the following to satisfy this agenda item:

MOD
ARB/39A13/11

–
revision of RR Appendix 18 to encourage the use of 12.5 kHz splits;

MOD
ARB/39A13/12

–
revision of RR Article 5 to provide for satellite detection of AIS messages.

______________







* 	Note by the Secretariat:  This Resolution was abrogated by WRC-03.





• For reasons of economy, this document is being provided electronically.  Participants are, therefore, kindly requested •
to bring their personal copies to the meeting since no others can be made available. 
A CD-ROM containing all preparatory documents will be provided to each participant upon arrival.
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