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FROM:
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Acting Chief, Office of Engineering and Technology


SUBJECT:
Peer Review of SHVERA DTV Receiver Performance Study
In preparing the Report to Congress in response to the Satellite Home Viewer Extension and Reauthorization Act of 2004 (SHVERA), OET conducted a study of the performance of currently available Digital Television (DTV) receivers. The results of this study are set forth in the attached OET Report FCC/OET TR 05-1017, entitled “Tests of ATSC 8-VSB Reception Performance of Consumer Digital Television Receivers Available in 2005.”  As directed by Congress in Section 204(b) of the SHVERA, the purpose of this study was to consider whether there is a wide variation in the ability of reasonably-priced consumer DTV sets to receive off-air signals and whether such variation is related to receiver price.

Under the Information Improvement Act, OMB requires that influential scientific assessments be subject to peer review to enhance the quality and credibility of the government’s scientific information.  I request that you convene a panel to conduct a peer review of OET’s receiver study.  This review should address the following subject areas:  
· Whether the sample chosen and price categories specified for the study were appropriate given the Commission’s charge under Section 204(B) of the SHVERA; 
· Whether the scope of testing in terms of the minimum signal level at the threshold of visibility, white noise threshold, and performance under multipath conditions were appropriate; and,
· Whether the measurement methodologies used to examine the receivers were appropriate.

I also ask that you provide a brief written report of your review, findings and recommendations with regard to this study by November 25, 2005.  
Thank for you assistance in this matter.
cc:  William Johnson
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