UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

memorandum


DATE:
July 3, 2007

TO:
Jim Schlichting and George Dillon

CC:
Kris Monteith, Fred Campbell, Julius Knapp, Alan Stillwell; Ira Keltz, Bruce Romano, Rashmi Doshi; Steve Jones, Steve Martin, Tom Philips, Geraldine Matisse, Hugh VanTuyl, and Ron Chase 


FROM:
Julius Knapp, Chief, Office of Engineering and Technology


SUBJECT:
Peer Review of Digital Cable Ready TV Receiver Direct Pickup Interference Susceptibility Study
OET has conducted a study of the susceptibility of three digital cable ready TV receivers to direct pickup interference when receiving digital cable service. The results of this study are set forth in the attached draft OET Report FCC/OET 07-TR-1005, entitled “Direct-Pickup Interference Tests of Three Consumer Digital Cable Television Receivers Available in 2005.”  The purpose of this study was to assess the vulnerability of a small sample of digital cable ready TV receivers to direct pickup of undesired emissions within the channel width of a digital cable signal to which the receivers were tuned.  We understand that the sample examined in this study is very small and not generally statistically satisfactory as a measure of the population of digital cable ready receivers available to consumers.  We undertook this effort in any case to obtain some understanding of direct pickup susceptibility of such receivers within the limited time frame of the Commission’s proceeding on unlicensed operation in the TV broadcast bands, ET Docket NO. 04-186).
Under the Information Improvement Act, OMB requires that influential scientific assessments be subject to peer review to enhance the quality and credibility of the government’s scientific information.  I request that you convene a panel to conduct a peer review of OET’s receiver study.  This review should address the following subject areas:  
· Whether the type of receivers chosen for the study was appropriate, given the limited scope of this test, and provides useful information in conjunction with other data submitted into the record to better understand the potential impact of direct-pickup interference to digital cable ready receivers available to consumers for reception of digital cable television signals; 
· Whether the scope of testing in terms of the direct pickup interference conditions examined with respect to digital cable signals was appropriate; and,
· Whether the measurement methodologies used to examine the receivers’ susceptibility to direct pickup of interference on digital cable channels were appropriate and the tests were properly conducted consistent with those methodologies.

I also ask that you provide a brief written report of your review, findings and recommendations with regard to this study by July 18, 2007.  
Thank for you assistance in this matter.
Attachment

