
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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445 12THSTREET,S.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

October 21, 2005

Honorable Kevin J. Martin
OFFICEOFTHECHAIRMAN
Federal Communications Commission
445 1ih Street, S.W.
Washington, D.c. 20554

Re: Tribal, State and Local government interests in Emergency Preparedness issues

Dear Chairman Martin:

Thank you for the opportunity, at your request yesterday, for the Intergovernmental Advisory
Committee (lAC) to provide your office with comments and suggestions on telecommunications
emergency preparedness issues that are faced by the FCC from the Country's tribal, state and lo-
cal government viewpoints. Because our time frame is short, this letter contains only the high-
lights of our discussions over the last two days. However, while the events surrounding Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita, and possibly Hurricane Wilma, have shown an amazing ability of the
FCC to react and adapt to public crises, it is important that tribal, state and local governments
coordinate and cooperate with the federal government and the FCC in particular in advance to
prepare for such emergencies. Reaction and restoration are important, but preparation is even
more critical to our Country's communication needs. In that vein, this letter is divided into two
parts: (1) Reaction and Restoration to an emergency situation; (2) Preparation for future emer-
gencIes.

One overriding principle must be kept in mind: The best disaster reaction plans may be inef-
fective if the people fulfilling these plans cannot communicate. This maxim is why the lAC be-
lieves the FCC occupies a crucial and unique position in providing security and response proto-
cols for the Country. To this end, the FCC should insist upon being an integral part of any major
regional homeland security exercise.

REACTION & RESTORATION

1. The flexibility of the FCC to work with the involved governments during the Katrina and
Rita crises should establish the norm and should not be considered extraordinary. Your
direction to maintain an open Commission seven days a week, 24 hours a day, to respond
to various communication needs, and to coordinate such interests, should become a stan-
dard protocol for the Commission.

a. This standard protocol, using various interest groups such as the National Asso-
ciaton of Counties (NaCO), the National Conference of Mayors (NCOM), the Na-
tional Governors Association (NGA), the National League of Cities (NLC), the
National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners (NARUC) and similar




