
August 29, 1997
NANC LNPA Working Group Participants
Attached is a draft proposal for introducing the wireless - wireline porting issue escalated to the Working Group by the WWITF at our last meeting.  I would appreciate any comments/suggestions you might have.

I thought that we might want to provide the NANC members with “homework” at their September meeting to allow us to reduce the amount of time required at the October NANC meeting and to increase the chance that we could get a decision  from the NANC.  I would appreciate any assistance you could offer in developing the information.  If there are concerns about the complexity of the material (or our ability to produce it by the September NANC), I would propose that we use the same outline for development of the October presentation.

I can be reached at 405-291-1991, (FAX 405-291-7381).

Gary Fleming

Attachments

WWITF Issue Presentation Strategy Proposal

1. At September NANC meeting

 Brief high level overview of the problem (See Attachment)

 Request time on the October meeting agenda

 Provide “homework” for October meeting

 Assess their position on the relative importance/value of portability between wireless and wireline service providers

 Review background material prior to next meeting to facilitate discussion.

2.  At October NANC meeting

 Presentation on issue and findings of WWITF/LNPA Working Group

 Review alternative recommendations

 Develop NANC recommendation to FCC or redirection of LNPA Working Group efforts

Background Material Outline:

1. Wireline rating architecture/TN assignment methods/local service areas

2. Rate center/NPA/local calling area/LATA limitations with LRN (including rationale)     

3. Wireless rating architecture/TN assignment methods/local service areas

4. Generic porting scenarios - disparity illustration

5. Conclusions regarding compliance with FCC’s numbering goals

6. Methods to achieve parity

7. Recommendations

Wireless/Wireline Portability Issue Overview (for September NANC)

 The WWITF has identified significant issues with the integration of wireless and wireline number portability.

 The primary issues include a lack of parity/reciprocity in porting between wireline and wireless carriers, and the inability in some situations of an end user at the same location to keep their telephone number when changing service providers.

 There is a much larger scope when porting from a wireline to a wireless service provider than when porting from a wireless to a wireline service provider.

 Unless a wireless end user’s physical location is within the rate center associated with the wireless NPANXX, they would be unable to port their number if they changed to a wireline service provider.

 The root cause of this lack of parity is inherent differences in rating methods and service areas, terminal mobility and technical LRN limitations.

 The WWITF has been unable to identify any practical solutions to this issue that can be implemented in the near term.

 The LNPA Working Group is requesting a 2-4 hour block of time on the October NANC agenda to review this issue and begin development of a NANC recommendation to the FCC.

 The LNPA Working Group is also requesting that the NANC wireless and wireline industry representatives as well as non-member participants be prepared to provide their views on the need for number portability between wireline and wireless service providers at the October NANC meeting.


