
4140 Clover Street

Honeoye Falls, New York 14472-9323

August 26, 1998

Kathryn C. Brown

Chief, Common Carrier Bureau

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street N. W.

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from the North American Numbering Plan Administration (NANPA) to Southwestern Bell Telephone Company (SBC) in response to a request "for the assignment of a new NPA code pursuant to the Missouri Public Service Commission's approval of a geographic split plan for the 314 NPA". The letter states that: "Because the plan contradicts the assignment guidelines, NANPA will seek direction from the North American Numbering Council prior to taking action on your NPA code assignment request". 

The North American Numbering Council (NANC) considered this issue at its August 19 meeting, and the Chairperson of the Missouri Public Service Commission and members of the Missouri PSC staff attended via telephone. The specific guideline questioned by NANPA is stated in the enclosed letter:

"In the long term, the plan shall result in the most effective use possible of all codes serving a given area. Ideally, all of the codes in a given area shall exhaust about the same time in the case of splits. In practice, this may not be possible, but severe imbalances, for example, a difference in NPA lifetimes of more than 15 years, shall be avoided." This guideline of course is meant to help slow the unnecessary depletion of the stock of NPA codes, and delay the very significant costs associated with NANP expansion.

There was a very large disparity in the forecasts of the life of the new NPA under the proposed split, and the NANC was unable to determine the likelihood that the guideline stated above might be violated.

The NANC was more concerned with the life of the area of the 314 area code as adopted in the Missouri PSC's order. The estimated life of that area before exhaust contained in that Order is the year 2012. That estimate assumes a number of conservation efforts including "1,000s block number pooling, sequential number assignment and rate center consolidation". Without any conservation measures, the forecast contained in the Order (supplied by SWBT witnesses) is that the revised 314 area code could exhaust in 2002 and that the new NPA could exhaust as early as 2009.

These estimates call into question two principles in the NPA Allocation and Assignment Guidelines relevant to the NANC's discussion, as found in INC 96-0308-011, Section 9.2.2.2 (a) and (f):

"(a) The relief options shall cover a period of at least five years beyond the predicted date of exhaust, and shall cover more than one relief activity, if necessary, during that time frame. ...

 (f) For each relief activity proposed in the plan, it is recommended that customers who undergo numbering changes shall not be required to change again for a period of 8-10 years."

The NANC concluded its discussion by deciding to make the following recommendation to the FCC's Common Carrier Bureau:

* The NANPA should be directed to release an NPA code pursuant to the Missouri PSC's order.

* The Missouri Commission should be asked to pursue all methods necessary to assure that the 314 NPA does not exhaust in less than five years, including the conservation methods that have been identified. The Missouri Commission should be encouraged to review carefully the exhaust forecasts to assure that a minimum five-year life of the 314 NPA is achievable. If, despite its best efforts, the 314 NPA exhausts prematurely, the Missouri Commission should consider seriously the reconstitution the 314 NPA rather than requesting a new NPA, in order to help preserve the stock of NPAs.

Sincerely,

Alan C. Hasselwander

Chairman, North American Numbering Council
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cc:
Geraldine Matise, Anna Gomez, Kris Monteith, Jeannie Grimes, Sheila Lumpe
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