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October 18, 2000

Ms. Dorothy Attwood, Chief

Common Carrier Bureau

Federal Communications Commission

441-12th Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C.  20554

Re:
NANC Recommendation on Individual Telephone Number (ITN) Pooling
Dear Ms. Attwood:

The FCC, within its NRO Order (FCC 00-104), tentatively concluded not to pursue ITN pooling, because the development of technical standards and administrative guidelines were in their early stages
.  However, it encouraged NARUC, NANC and INC to continue to study ITN and forward their recommendations to it by January 1, 2001.  At its meeting on April 25th,2000 the NANC directed the NRO-WG to review this issue and to draft a recommendation for consideration by the full Council.  

The NRO-WG has completed its discussions on the feasibility of Individual Telephone Number (ITN) pooling.  The NANC accepted that recommendation at its October 17, 2000 meeting.  This letter summarizes the consensus recommendation of the committee.  A report prepared by the NRO-WG that supports this recommendation is attached hereto at Appendix A.

In its discussions of ITN pooling, the NRO-WG reviewed the report that it had previously prepared and forwarded to the NANC on October 20, 1998.  That report described a proposed architecture and process flow that might support ITN pooling, and detailed a number of potential benefits and concerns associated with this capability.  It also provided a high-level implementation schedule and time estimate for deployment. 

The NRO-WG has determined that little has changed since the release of the original report, and that most of the report’s assertions and conclusions are still valid.  The attached report notes that, in its NRO Order, the FCC has taken specific steps to conserve existing number resources and limit access to additional numbers.  The attached report also notes that the start of deployment of one of those measures, i.e., national Thousands-Block (1K) Pooling, is still many months away, and that the benefits are still a subject of much conjecture and debate
.  The NRO-WG believes that the national rollout of 1K pooling within the top 100 MSAs, and possibly beyond, will end much of the speculation and provide tangible results as to the efficacy of block pooling and the need to consider more complex optimization measures such as ITN pooling.  The NRO-WG recommends that a re-evaluation of ITN, with a clearly defined scope, be commissioned not later than the fourth quarter of 2001.  ITN pooling represents a major change in the manner that telephone numbers are allocated to service providers, which will require an extremely significant investment in both time and resources to implement, and may adversely impact end users.
The NRO-WG discussed the similarities in requirements needed for ITN pooling and toll free number administration (800).  Although the search, reserve and activation capabilities for toll free numbers are similar to those needed for ITN pooling, the architecture and capacities needed to support ITN are highly likely to be different and exponentially more complex and expensive.

In summary, given its cost, complexity, and potential for service degradation, any decision to move forward with ITN pooling at this time is premature.  Sufficient time must be given to review the cumulative effects of those optimization measures already ordered and in the process of being implemented.  If deficiencies are found, an assessment should be taken of all number optimization alternatives.  This may result in the identification of less onerous methods that could be implemented in a more timely fashion than ITN.

Sincerely, 

John R. Hoffman

Chair

North American Numbering Council

Attachments

Cc:
Cheryl Callahan


Jeannie Grimes


NANC Members

� Paragraph 228, FCC 00-104, released March 31, 2000.


� See NANPA Report to the NANC, September 19-20, 2000.






