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SUPPORT OF NATION WIDE ROAMING
The NANC recommends that the FCC clarify for CMRS providers the words in the Commission’s LNP orders “including the ability to support roaming, by June 30, 1999” 
 for wireless carriers not involved in service provider portability but involved in nation wide roaming.

Unlike wireline carriers, wireless providers must alter the fundamental model by which wireless services are delivered to subscribers with ported numbers.  For example,  to preserve existing wireless registration and roaming record reconciliation processing (essential to the wireless call processing paradigm) for both ported and non-ported subscribers, wireless carriers (for example, existing AMPS, TDMA and CDMA providers) must move from a single Mobile Identification Number (“MIN”) to multiple identifiers.  Today, the MIN serves as both the mobile directory number and the mobile station identifier; but to support LNP, the MIN must be separated into

· a Mobile Directory Number (“MDN”) that will serve as the telephone number; and 

· a Mobile Station Identifier (“MSID”) that will identify the physical mobile station.

Although Local Number Portability initially is required only in the top 100 Metropolitan Statistical Areas, all MIN based CMRS carriers, even those in smaller markets, will have to perform network upgrades if they participate or want to participate in automatic roaming agreements.  If a wireless provider fails to alter its network properly, it may not be able to recognize the MDN (Mobile Directory Number) of a ported subscriber that attempts to register on its system.

Prior to portability, the Wireless Service Provider (WSP) could assume that the MIN value sent by the Mobile Station was the same as its MDN.  The serving switch requires the MDN to populate the Calling Party Number parameters in signaling and billing records.  If the subscriber has ported, the MIN may not be the same as the MDN and using the MIN as the calling party number may be incorrect. Services which rely on the information may not function properly.  These include:

· automatic callback, calling number, and calling name delivery;

· callback number delivered on E911 calls;

· calling party number used for toll billing by the interexchange carriers;

· calling party number used for billing records;

· calling party number used to bill for various operator services. 

The impact affects any area in which a subscriber can roam. This includes the U.S., Canada, Puerto Rico, U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, and any other areas included in the North American Numbering Plan.   It also includes international areas where MIN based roaming agreements exists.

The NANC recommends the FCC clarify and more fully communicate the intended impact on those CMRS providers involved in nation wide roaming but not involved in number portability.  

� First Report and Order 11 FCC Rcd at 8440; Telephone Number Portability, CC Docket No. 95-116, RM-8535, First Memorandum Opinion and Order on Reconsideration, FCC 97-74, at     ¶ 127 (rel. March 11, 1997).






