
North American Numbering Council 

Meeting Minutes

April 23, 1997

I.  Time, Date and Place of Meeting:  The North American Numbering Council held a meeting, commencing at 8:30 a.m., April 23, 1997, at the ANA Hotel, 2401 M Street, NW, Washington, DC.

II.
List of Attendees:


A. Council Members

Voting Members


Organization
1. 
Emily Williams 

ALTS

2. 
Ellwood Kerkeslager

AT&T

3. 
George Vinall

Cable & Wireless

4.
Dennis Hinkel

Cincinnati Bell 
5. 
Genevieve Morelli

CompTel

6.
Lori Messing                                                        CTIA
7. 
Alan Hasselwander (Chairman)

Frontier

8. 
Bernard Harris

GTE

9. 
Peter Guggina

MCI

10. Ben Childers


NARUC

11. Kenneth McClure

NARUC

12. Carrington Phillip

NCTA

13. Ray Strassburger

Northern Telecom

14. Dan Hochvert

NYNEX

15. Anna Miller


Omnipoint

16. Greg Rise


OPASTCO

17. Mary Madigan 

PCIA

18. Mike Bennett


SBC Communications

19. Loren Sprouse

Sprint Corp.

20. Diane Little


Sprint PCS

21. Kenneth Shulman

Teleport

22. Dan Bart



TIA

23. Paul Hart



USTA

Special Members (non-voting):

Glenn Pilley



Industry Canada


B. Commission Employees

Marian Gordon, Designated Federal Official

Scott Shefferman, Network Services Division (NSD), Common Carrier Bureau (CCB)

Elizabeth Nightingale, NSD, CCB

Erin Duffy, NSD, CCB

Kathy Harvey, NSD, CCB

Jeannie Grimes, NSD, CCB

Linda Simms, NSD, CCB

Kyle Dixon, Policy and Program Division (PPD), CCB

III.
Estimated Public Attendance:  Approximately 20 members of the public attended the meeting as observers.

IV.  
Documents Introduced.  Each member received the following handouts:



(1) 
Agenda



(2) 
Draft NANC Meeting Minutes of April 15, 1997



(3) 
Number Portability in Context of Local Exchange Environment



(4)
FCC News Release, Report No. CC 97-16, Commission Adopts Transition Plan

 for Carrier Identification Codes; Conversion to End January 1, 1998



(5)
FCC News Release, Report No. CC 97-17, Commission Establishes Rules





Promoting Efficient Use, Fair Distribution of Toll Free Numbers



(6)
Revised LNPA Selection Working Group Report, April 23, 1997



(7)
CLC Ad Hoc Committee on NXX Exhaust, Report to the NANC



(8)
Communications Venture Services, Inc., Proposal by Richard C. Bartel



(9)
International Numbering Activities, Presentation by Fred Gaechter, Bellcore

V.

Summary of the Meeting:


A.  Welcoming Remarks.  Alan Hasselwander, Chairman of the Council, provided welcoming remarks.


B.   Future Number Portability Provisioning.  Terry Appenzeller, Co-chair of the Local Number Portability Administration (LNPA) Selection Working Group, presented an overview of the Ameritech perspective on the evolution of LEC competition.  He stated that a number of issues will need to be resolved following implementation of long term number portability for wireline carriers.  Such issues include provisioning for number pooling, wireless implementation, and location portability.

Chairman Hasselwander recommended that the Steering Group look at issues relating to number portability that are within the purview of NANC, and identify critical issues that require further Council consideration.  PCIA pointed out that on May 8, 1997, wireless industry forums will address provisioning issues related to number portability.  Some Council members suggested that the FCC consider conducting routine industry meetings to ensure timely implementation of local number portability similar to those it convened to implement 800 number portability.


C.  Florida Public Service Commission (FPSC) Update on NXX Exhaust. Stan Greer, of the FPSC, stated that the FPSC, on reconsideration of its earlier decision to implement a three-way split of the 904 NPA, accepted a two way geographic split of the 904 NPA in a 3 to 2 vote on April 16, 1997.  He noted that the shift in vote was mainly due to national concerns raised by NPA exhaust.  He stated that there is no reconsideration or appeal pending at this time, and that the new exhaust date for NPA 904 is 2002 and for new NPA 850 it is 2006.


D.  Local Number Portability Administration (LNPA) Report.  On April 15, 1997, NANC members reviewed the LNPA Working Group's Report and directed the Working Group to make changes.   The LNPA Co-Chairs stated that the following changes were made to the Report:


Section 7 of the Report was modified to clarify how oversight would be implemented by  NANC.  Woody Kerkeslager stated that all LLCs agree to oversight by the FCC and that  such oversight would be facilitated through NANC.

Other modifications to the LNPA Report made pursuant to discussion at the April 15th meeting were reviewed and accepted by the Council.


E.  Report on Commission Carrier Identification Code (CIC) Order.  Liz Nightingale, Attorney, NSD, CCB, provided NANC with an overview of  a recent Commission order regarding Carrier Identification Codes (CICs).  See Handout (4). 


F.
Report on Commission Toll Free Service Access Code Order. Erin Duffy,  Attorney, NSD, CCB, provided NANC with an overview of a recent Commission order regarding Toll Free Services.  See Handout (5).


G.
Update from NANPA Evaluation Team. John Manning, Co-Chair of the NANPA Selection Working Group, provided an update on the NANPA Evaluation Team's activities.  He stated that the Evaluation Team will meet from April 30 - May 8 to draft additional questions for the respondents at their May 2 presentations to the Evaluation Team.  All five respondents will be allowed to make 15 minute presentations, followed by a 40 minute question and answer period, and a 5 minute period for closing remarks. The Evaluation Team will provide its recommendation to the Steering Group by May 9. The Legal Expertise Working Group will assist the NANPA Evaluation Team to formulate questions regarding neutrality. On May 2, respondents must provide a redacted version of their proposal.  He stated that the initial draft of the Rules is on the NANC Web Site. 

The issue of closing the May 14 meeting to the public was considered. Council members recommended a closed meeting to discuss confidential information provided by respondents. Chairman Hasselwander stated he would seek guidance from the FCC regarding this matter.   Council members were advised that closing a meeting of the NANC will require a letter requesting such closing from the NANC Chairman to the Chairman of the FCC. Council members were advised to sign nondisclosure agreements prior to the May 14 meeting and that existing nondisclosure agreements needed to be modified to include language recognizing that FOIA and FACA may govern disclosure. 

The Council discussed whether pricing information would remain confidential once the NANC's recommendation has been made to the Commission.  Paul Hart stated that if a party could not comment on pricing (a major decisional factor), it would hinder the process. Chairman Hasselwander stated that the recommendation to the FCC should contain as much information as possible. 


H.
Research on 7 versus 10 digit numbering. Richard Bartel, Communications Venture Services, Inc, proposed that there should be a public policy to retain 7 digit dialing for persons with impairments. Woody Kerkeslager inquired whether Richard was seeking NANC approval of this proposal, and if so, suggested that the proposal be deferred to allow for clarification and investigation. Richard stated that the proposal was presented to INC in December of 1996 or January of 1997.  

Woody Kerkeslager stated that there are existing solutions in the marketplace such as voice recognition dialing that may assist people that have difficulty dialing 10 digits. Council members concluded that the issue presented by Richard should be sent to INC to provide a report on the work INC has already completed on this issue. This would enable the Council to get a better understanding of the issue in preparation for discussion at a future NANC meeting.


I.
Legal Expertise Working Group Report.   Sue Weiske, Co-Chair of the Legal Working Group, provided an update on the drafting of the NANPA Rules that will govern the operation of the NANP administrator.  She stated that NANPA Working Group Co-Chair Karen Mulberry has been leading the work on developing the rules and that several attorneys from the Legal Working Group will assist the NANPA Rules Team at a meeting on April 30.  The rules will be part of the NANPA proposal forwarded to the NANC.  Sue stated that a draft version of the rules is now posted on the ATIS Web Site and requested that Council members e-mail their comments regarding the Rules document to either Karen or Sue as soon as possible. 


J.
Report from CLC Ad Hoc Committee on NXX Exhaust (Committee).  Don Werner, AT&T, Co-Chair of the Committee, provided a report to the NANC on the Committee's efforts to develop a short term solution to NXX exhaust.  See Handout (7).  Don summarized the proposed solutions developed by the Committee and identified the potential impact of each solution on the industry.  He stated that the following solutions to NPA exhaust were considered by the Committee:  (1) rate center consolidation (RCC); (2) terminating point master (TPM) II; (3) NPA overlay (including early implementation); (4) the three pronged approach (this includes extended local calling area, expanded overlay and RCC); (5) expanded overlay (BTA/MTA) and (6) unassigned number porting.  The Committee agreed that four of the proposed solutions could implemented by end of year 1997:  RCC; NPA overlay; three prong approach and expanded overlay. The NANC recommended that the Committee provide a more detailed report and include a complete listing of the issues. There was a suggestion that a survey of unassigned numbers would be very helpful in a critical analysis of the exhaust issue and that such a survey should require CO Code Administrators within the 100 largest MSAs to identify NXXs with low fill rates.

MCI representative Beth Kistner read a statement into the audio record, supported by AT&T and TCG, that was critical of the approach used by the Ad Hoc Committee in developing the recommendations and solutions contained in the report to the NANC. 

The Chairman inquired as to the reason Committee participants were unable to reach consensus.  He emphasized that the Committee should thoroughly advise NANC on technical matters to allow NANC to review the advantages and disadvantages of all proposed solutions and not try to resolve issues of fairness and equity.  It was agreed that the unassigned number porting proposal would be moved to the "tool box" to be evaluated fully and equally with the other solutions listed.  Don Werner stated that the Committee would provide additional analysis.  The new evaluation will be based on a 1998 timeline.

MCI, AT&T and TCG asked that the statement read by Beth Kistner be withdrawn in light of the NANC's agreement to direct the Committee to consider all options and bring them forward to the NANC for final resolution.


K.
LNPA Final Report & Recommendation.  Bonnie Baca, Co-Chair of the LNPA Technical and Operational Requirements Task Force, reviewed the modifications made by the Task Force to the Final LNPA Report in response to NANC's direction at its April 15 meeting. After reading amendments to sections 3.2, 4.4.4 and 7.11, NANC agreed that the revisions provided additional clarity to the Report and they were accepted. The Chairman then announced that the Council had reached closure on the edits and modifications to the Final Report and Recommendation. The Chairman expressed his appreciation and thanked the LNPA Working Group and its Task Forces for all their hard work.  He concluded that the completion of the final report and recommendation to the FCC is a major step for the NANC.


L.
International Numbering.  Fred Gaechter, Bellcore, provided a presentation to the Council on international numbering activities and explained how U.S. positions on international number-ing issues are developed and presented to the International Telecommunications Union (ITU).  He suggested to the NANC that it consider establishing a NANC liaison to Study Group A which formulates U.S. numbering positions for presentation to the ITU. The Chairman stated that, to the extent that it impacts on the NANP, this proposal would be discussed at a future meeting.  

V.

Action Items and Agreements Reached
1.
Steering Group will consider issues relating to number portability that are within the purview of NANC, and identify critical issues that require further Council consideration.  

2. 
The NANC reached closure on its report and recommended selection of Local Number Portability Administrator(s) to be forwarded to the FCC on May 1, 1997.

3.
The NANC agreed to close its May 14 meeting in order to enable Council members to discuss confidential information relating to the NANPA respondents. Chairman Hasselwander agreed to write a letter to the Chairman of the FCC requesting that the meeting be closed and explaining why the meeting should be closed to the public.

4.
The NANC agreed that the CLC Ad Hoc Committee on NXX Exhaust should include the unassigned number porting proposal in its "tool box" to be evaluated fully and equally with the other solutions listed.  The Committee's Co-Chair agreed that the Committee would provide additional analysis on the proposed solutions to NXX exhaust that will be based on a 1998 timeline.

5.
The NANC agreed that the proposal regarding 7 digit dialing for persons with impairments should be forwarded to INC to provide information on the work INC had completed relative to this issue.

VI.
Meeting Minutes.  The April 15, 1997, meeting minutes were distributed to members for their review.  Members should direct any proposed changes to the Chairman.  

. 

VII.
NANC Meeting Schedule.  The next meeting of the NANC will take place at the FCC on May 14, 1997, beginning at 8:30 a.m.


