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Recommendation Regarding the Report of the


Numbering Resource Optimization Working Group (NRO-WG)

The Common Carrier Bureau of the FCC asked the NANC to submit a report "on national number pooling standards" that is "sufficiently detailed to support technically and operationally, a uniform, nationwide system for pooling by December 1999."
  The Common Carrier Bureau further requested that NANC "give number conservation solutions, other than pooling, a very high priority."  This report satisfies the first of these obligations.  The NANC believes thousands‑block pooling can be implemented in 10 to 19 months from a regulatory order, and that thousands‑block pooling is the pooling option that has the greatest potential to meet the timeframe requested by the Bureau.  Therefore, we recommend that the FCC focus its initial efforts on thousands‑block pooling. 

However, this recommendation is not intended to overlook nor prejudge the value of other pooling/optimization options to the FCC and state commissions. This recommendation takes into consideration the status of the work already in progress throughout the nation and across many other groups (e.g., NANC's LNPA‑WG, the INC, Committee T1 and various individual state regulatory agencies).   It is based on a compilation of the best available information and the informed opinions on a method of pooling that might be implemented by December 1999.
  The forms of number pooling identified by this WG can only be implemented by carriers that have deployed LRN in the areas where LNP is available.

So that thousands-block pooling can be implemented on a timely and expeditious basis, NANC respectfully recommends that the FCC issue an order to trigger the implementation timeline.  NANC also strongly recommends that this order clarify how cost allocation and cost recovery will be accomplished.  

In support of this recommendation, the FCC should note that thousands‑block pooling has been studied extensively by the NRO‑WG and its Task Forces as well as the Industry Numbering Committee (INC). Thousands‑block assignment Guidelines have been prepared by INC.  Standards are in the process of development by T1S1.6.
   Trials are taking place in two states.  The NANC recognizes these efforts and will forward output from these efforts to aid the FCC in its decisions. 

The ITN Task Force selected an architecture for ITN pooling.  Additional work is required such as the development of requirements, guidelines and standards.  The timeline included in this report suggests a four to six year schedule.  Consequently, ITN pooling does not meet the criteria as outlined in the Common Carrier Bureau letter, i.e., deployable by December 1999.

There are several other optimization methods that may be used individually, combined with other options or used with a type of pooling of numbers.  These are listed in the report summary and will be part of the final report to the FCC in October 1998.  

Implementation of some of these optimization methods might not entail intensive industry or regulatory effort.  Some of these options might be deployable prior to December 1999, independently or in combination, as befitting the unique circumstances in a given state or NPA.  

    �  See Appendix A


    �  The dates provided as projections for the completion of thousands�block pooling by  December 1999, assume that all the milestones will be completed.


    �  It should be noted that the INC Thousands-Block Pooling Administration Guidelines were offered to NANC in September and that all key INC agreements have already been reviewed and accepted by NANC.  The T1S1.6 has begun work on number pooling and expects to have completed a set of requirements by the end of 1998.  They would then be ready to go out for letter ballot with voting in 1Q99.  Supplier information must still be obtained concerning the point in the requirements process at which they will be willing to start development.






