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January 7, 1999

VIA FACSIMILE
Alan Hasselwander

Chairman

North American Numbering Council

4140 Clover Street

Honeoye Falls, New York 14472-9323


Re:
North American Numbering Plan Administration

Dear Chairman Hasselwander:


As you know, a few months ago the Commission learned that Lockheed Martin IMS  Corporation (Lockheed Martin), the North American Numbering Plan Administrator (NANPA), was seeking to acquire Comsat Government Services, Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Comsat, to facilitate the strategic aims of Lockheed Martin's newly formed Global Telecommunications subsidiary.
   On October 22, 1998, Lockheed Martin issued a report to the North American Numbering Council (NANC), following upon previous reports to the NANC, in which Lockheed Martin announced its intention to divest its Communications Industry Services (CIS) unit, in order to adhere to the Commission’s neutrality requirement for the NANPA.  Thereafter, on December 21, 1998, Lockheed Martin filed a request for expeditious review of the transfer of the CIS unit to a new independent company, Warburg, Pincus & Co.
  


The NANPA's neutrality is critical to the Commission's and industry's need that numbering resources be administered on a neutral, fair, effective and efficient basis.  In its Third Report and Order, the Commission addressed questions that had been raised about Lockheed Martin's neutrality during the evaluation of possible NANP administrators.  Although the Commission determined that Lockheed Martin IMS could serve as the NANPA without compromising the purposes of the statute and the resulting neutrality criteria, it stated that if Lockheed Martin Corporation or its affiliates in the future offer common carrier services that are more than de minimis in nature, we would reconsider the issue of Lockheed Martin’s neutrality and consider ways to ensure continued neutrality.  The Commission also accepted the NANC's recommendation that Mitretek Systems serve as the alternate NANPA, to replace Lockheed Martin, if Lockheed Martin defaulted on its various obligations as the NANPA, or if it is determined that Lockheed Martin had not performed those functions in a satisfactory fashion.


To ensure the most comprehensive review of the Lockheed Martin Request, the Common Carrier Bureau (Bureau) has determined that it should seek input from the public on issues and questions that the Commission should consider in determining whether to grant the request, with or without conditions.  The Bureau is releasing a public notice to this effect contemporaneously.
   Interested parties are required to submit issues and/or questions to the Bureau by January 22, 1999.  


Based on the NANC's expertise, the Bureau also believes that the NANC's input would assist the Commission in reaching the appropriate decision.  Accordingly, the Bureau hereby requests that the NANC provide the Bureau with a list of recommended issues and/or questions that should be directed to Lockheed Martin with respect to its December 21, 1998 request for transfer of the CIS unit.  The NANC also should address issues and/or questions that Mitretek should be permitted to answer, in light of Mitretek's position that the Commission should name it, the designated alternate, as the NANPA successor to Lockheed Martin.
  Consistent with the due date for input from all interested parties, the Bureau requests that the NANC provide its submission to the Bureau by January 22, 1999.  We also request the NANC's comments and recommendations on the Lockheed Martin Request by March 17, 1999, consistent with the schedule established in the public notice. 


The Bureau appreciates the NANC's assistance.   The Bureau is confident that the NANC's recommendations will help ensure that the NANPA continues to administer numbering resources on a neutral, fair, effective and efficient basis. 







Sincerely,







Yog R. Varma







Deputy Chief







Common Carrier Bureau

cc:
Mr. Jeff Ganek, Lockheed Martin IMS Corporation


Dr. H. Gilbert Miller, Mitretek Systems

    �	Lockheed Martin Corporation, Regulus, LLC, COMSAT Corporation, and COMSAT Government Services, Inc., application to International Bureau, Satellite Policy Branch, Report No. SPB-139 (rel. Oct. 23, 1998).  COMSAT holds a 214 authorization to provide international common carrier services.  


    �	In the Matter of Request of Lockheed Martin Corporation and Warburg, Pincus & Co. for Review of the Transfer of the Lockheed Martin Communications Industry Services Business from Lockheed Martin Corporation to an Affiliate of Warburg, Pincus & Co., CC Docket No. 92-237, NSD File No. 98-151 (Dec. 21, 1998) (Lockheed Martin Request).


    �	FCC Seeks Comment on Request for Expeditious Review of the Transfer of the Lockheed Martin Communications Industry Services Business, Public Notice, DA 99-117, rel. Jan. 7, 1999.


    �	See, e.g., Letter from Dr. H. Gilbert Miller, Vice President, Center for Telecommunications and Advanced Technology, Mitretek, to Lawrence E. Strickling, Chief, Common Carrier Bureau, FCC, dated Dec. 8, 1998.  Mitretek's December 8 letter is available on the NANC website, www.fcc.gov/ccb/Nanc, or from the Network Services Division Public Reference Room at the address provided below.






