
BellSouth Minority Opinion to the Wireless/Wireline Integration Task 

Report on Number Portability

BellSouth does not support the changes made by NANC to the Wireline/Wireless Integration Task Report and regretfully requests that the name of BellSouth be removed as a contributor to the report.  BellSouth actively and willingly participated in the preparation of the initial Wireline/Wireless Task Force Report and generally supported the report as originally submitted to the LNPA Working Group.  The initial report recommended that wireline carriers review the time intervals required for porting.  The initial report also recognized that sufficient data for wireline carriers to perform a proper analysis of the porting intervals would not be available until 4th quarter, 1998 and that proper analysis of the data could not be completed until after 4th quarter, 1998.  In the initial report, a detailed plan and associated timeframes for which this analysis was to be completed was described.  However, on a conference call during the week of  May 11, 1998, NANC, without concurrence by  the task force that prepared the report, agreed to remove this information from the report and alter the completion date of the analysis.

BellSouth fully supports a detailed analysis of the porting intervals to determine if a reduction in those time intervals is possible and is committed to performing such an analysis.  However, BellSouth cannot support the changes made by NANC.  The changes made by NANC to the initial report are, in BellSouth’s view, fundamental in nature and alter dramatically the content of the initial report.  In addition, the alterations to the report were not approved or discussed by members of the WWITF. 

BellSouth believes that industry and workgroup reports submitted to NANC should not be modified in any fashion.  Such reports are the collective effort of many parties, some who do not have membership on NANC.  If the NANC does not agree with or endorse such reports, NANC should: 1.)  return the report to the committee or working group for reconsideration or,  2.) submit the report unaltered and, under a separate attachment, summarize NANC’s concern or disagreement with the report.  To do otherwise, undermines, for the sake of urgency, the integrity of the work effort that went into the preparation of the report.  It is for this reason that BellSouth requests that its name be removed from the report.


