
 
 

22 states 
already had a 21 minimum  
drinking age law in 1984 

 
 

 
 

24 states and D.C. 
already had a zero tolerance law 

for youth under the age of 21  
in 1995 

 
 

 
 

Each state had its own CDL  
system in 1986 

 
Every state  

adopted a 21 minimum  
drinking age law by 1987  

after federal sanction. 

 
Every state  

adopted a zero  
tolerance law by 1998  
after federal sanction. 

 
Every state  

upgraded their law to federal 
requirements by 1992  
after federal sanction. 

 
21 Minimum Drinking Age 

(1984) 

 
Zero Alcohol Tolerance 

(1995) 
 

 
Commercial Driver’s  

License (CDL) 
(1986) 

Sanctions are Successful  
in Getting Every State to Act 



 
 

18 states and D.C.  
already had a booster seat  

law in 2005 

 
 

19 states and D.C.  
already had a primary seat belt 

law in 2005 

 
 

15 states  
already had a .08% BAC  

law in 1998 
 

Only 5 states  
qualified for funding  

for adopting a booster seat law 
(2005-2009) 

 
Only 10 states  

qualified for funding for  
adopting a primary seat belt law* 

(2005-2009) 

 
Only 2 states and D.C.  
qualified for funding for  

adopting a .08% BAC law before 
sanctions were adopted 

 
 

Total funds for those 5 states: 
$1,553,268 

 
Total funds for those 10 states:  

$128,202,335 

 

 
25 states 

still need an optimal booster seat 
law (through age 7) 

 

 
21 states  

still need a primary  
enforcement seat belt law 

 

* An additional 5 states received funding as safety belt performance 
states: 4 do not have primary enforcement seat belt laws, 1 has a law 
that does not meet federal standards. 

Section 2011 
Child Safety and Child 

Booster Seat Incentive Grants  
(SAFETEA-LU, 2005) 

Section 406 
Primary Belt Law Incentive 

Grants 
 (SAFETEA-LU, 2005) 

Section 163 
.08% BAC Law Incentive 

Grants 
(TEA-21, 1998) 

Sources: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration &  
   Federal Highway Administration 

October 2009 

Sanction adopted in 2000 
10 states  

adopted a .08% BAC law in just 
the first year (2001) 

Every state adopted a .08% 
BAC law by 2005.  No state 

lost any highway funds. 

More Successful Sanctions 


