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Introduction

This document contains an attachment including the USA preliminary view on WRC-19 Agenda Item 1.9.1 for consideration in CITEL’s preparation to WRC-19 Agenda Item 1.9.1.
Attachment
Agenda Item 1.9.1: regulatory actions within the frequency band 156-162.05 MHz for autonomous maritime radio devices to protect the GMDSS and automatic identifications system (AIS), in accordance with Resolution 362 (WRC-15)

BACKGROUND: RESOLUTION 362 (WRC-15) “Autonomous maritime radio devices operating in the frequency band 156-162.05 MHz”, prescribes a study process for WP5B in four parts: 1) to determine the spectrum needs for the devices, 2) to categorize the various kinds of devices, 3) to conduct sharing and compatibility studies to ensure that no undue constraints are placed on the GMDSS and the AIS, and 4) to conduct studies to determine potential regulatory actions and appropriate frequencies within the band 156-162.05 MHz.  
There is a need to recognize new autonomous maritime radio devices applications that aid navigation safety, safety communications and the maritime environment in an orderly and internationally-recognized way while limiting those that would hinder the safety applications of the GMDSS and AIS.  Those new applications can be considered within the framework of ITU-R studies.  The operation of autonomous maritime radio devices operating in the band 156-162.05 MHz should not constrain the frequencies designated for the GMDSS and AIS. 

PRELIMINARY VIEW:   

USA

The United States supports the ITU-R studies prescribed in Resolution 362 (WRC-15) and these studies should also take into account the protection of the GMDSS and AIS.
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