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1. PURPOSE:  This Directive sets forth the policies and procedures of the Federal 

Communications Commission (“FCC” or “Commission”) pertaining to the collection of non-
tax debts owed to the U.S. Government arising out of the activities of or referred to the 
Commission (including activities of the Commission’s reporting components), including 
treatment of debt compromise requests and uncollectible debts, and closing out systems and 
records identifying such debts. Under the law, and for the purpose of this Directive, the terms 
“claim” and “debt” are synonymous. 

 
2. AUTHORITY:  

  
a. The Debt Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) of 1996, Pub. L. No. 104-134, 110 Stat. 

1321, 1358 (1996) (codified at 31 U.S.C. §§ 3701 through 3720E). 
 

b. FCC Rules implementing DCIA, 47 C.F.R. Parts 0 (47 C.F.R. §§ 0.11 through 0.392) and 
1 (47 C.F.R. §§ 1.1901-1.1953). 
 

c. Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014 (Data Act), Pub. L. No. 113-101, 
128 Stat. 1153 (2014) (See Sec. 5. Debt Collection Improvement amending 31 U.S.C. § 
3716(c)(6)). 

 
d. Federal Claims Collection Standards, 31 C.F.R. Parts 900 through 904. 

 
3. SCOPE:  This directive applies to all Bureaus and Offices of the Commission, and reporting 

components.   
  
4. BACKGROUND:  The Debt Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) of 1996, as codified, 

requires that federal agencies collect debts, assess charges of collection and impose 
administrative sanctions, transfer delinquent debts to the U.S. Treasury for further collection 
action or, as appropriate, refer debts to the Department of Justice (DOJ) for enforced 
collection, and bar delinquent Federal debtors from obtaining Federal loans or guarantees.  
The Commission’s rules implementing the DCIA parallel the Federal Claims Collections 
Standards promulgated by DOJ and the Secretary of the Treasury. The Commission’s 
regulations and changes are consistent with the foregoing DOJ and Treasury authorities. 
 

5. POLICY:  The Commission will: 
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