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1. Purpose.  The purpose of this directive is to establish policy, procedures, and 

responsibilities of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC or Commission) for 
ratifying unauthorized commitments.   

 
2. Reinstatement. This directive replaces FCC INST 1073.2 (dated September 15, 2011). 
 
3. Scope. All unauthorized commitments are covered by this directive, but the specific 

circumstances of any particular unauthorized commitment may preclude ratification. 
 
4. Definition. An “unauthorized commitment” is an agreement for goods or services that is 

not binding solely because the Government representative who made it lacked the 
authority to enter into the agreement on behalf of the Government.  It is sometimes also 
loosely referred to as an “unauthorized procurement” or “unauthorized contract.” 

 
5. Policy. The Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) (48 C.F.R. ch.1) and Standards of 

Ethical Conduct (5 C.F.R. Part 2635) shall be followed in the conduct of the FCC’s 
acquisitions and in the management and implementation of its procurement program. 
Accordingly:   

 
 a. FCC employees shall not knowingly make unauthorized commitments of any kind, 

including those that purport to bind the Government in contract.  Although the 
procedures provided in this Directive are for use in those cases where the ratification 
of an unauthorized commitment is necessary, these procedures must not be used in a 
manner that facilitates such commitments by FCC employees. Under the FAR, FCC 
must take positive action to preclude, to the maximum extent possible, the need for 
ratification actions.  

 
b.    Only a duly appointed Contracting Officer (with a warrant sufficient to cover the 

transaction at issue), or a Contracting Officer designated by regulation, is authorized 
to commit the Commission contractually and sign a contract, purchase order, task 
order, or delivery order or modify a contract on behalf of the Commission.  An 
exception exists for authorized Government purchase card holders other than 
Contracting Officers who may use a purchase card to acquire appropriate goods or 
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