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SUBJECT: Compliance with Privacy Laws and Guidance
Purpose. This Directive establishes the policy and assigns responsibilities for the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) regarding carrying out the requirements of the Privacy Act
of 1974, as amended (Privacy Act), and of generally following good privacy practices in the
management of the FCC. This Directive also authorizes issuance of a Privacy Act Manual
containing detailed FCC policies, procedures and information requirements for implementing the
Privacy Act. The Privacy Act Manual will be updated periodically, as necessary, to reflect changes
in law, regulation, or Presidential guidance or Executive Order.
Scope. This Directive applies to all employees and is also applicable to contactors as a term of
their contract with the FCC.
Authority. Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a; Federal Information Security Management Act
of 2002, 44 USC 3541, et seq.; Section 208 of the E-Government Act of 2002, Pub. L. No. 107347, 44 U.S.C. 101, et seq.; Office of Management and Budget (OMB) memoranda (as listed and
updated at http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeg_infopoltech#pg); and National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) and Special
Publications (as listed and updated at http://csrc.nist.gov/publications/).
Policy. An individual’s privacy is a right that must be respected and protected. It is the policy of
the FCC that all employees and contractors shall be made aware of, and comply with, the Privacy
Act, and other applicable laws and guidelines addressing privacy, and that information about
individuals shall be collected, maintained, used, disseminated, protected, and destroyed (when no
longer needed or out-of-date) in accordance with the Privacy Act and FCC regulation and policy.
The FCC’s Privacy Act Manual, incorporated by reference into the Directive, comprises the
following modules:
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